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Christmas feature:

Areturnt

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Slaff
MANILA—Five days ago my six-
year-old son, Emmanuel asked me
what most other kids are expected to
ask: “Mommy, is Santa Claus real 7

To be confronted by my kid with
suchaquestionwas whatI've always
dreaded. How do 1 tell him the truth
without disappointing him?

When 1 was a little girl, I would
always wake up on a Christmas eve
with some candies in the socks Thung
from my window. My parents would
always el me, "Oh.he just leftafew
minutes ago when you were asleep.”
I didn’t really miss not seeing him
because I was very much assurad that
Santa Claus existed.

Santa Clausvisitseverychild toput
candies in his or her socks. There are
candies in my socks, therefore, there
15 a Santa Klaus.

Mysyllogismwascorrectbut when
I grew up I realized that my conclu-
sion was wrong because the premise
was wrong. It was the grown-ups
who skewered my logic. They made
me believe in Santa Claus. I felt

R . — g 59 Ml
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cheated. And from the day [ realized
that, I made a vow that if [ become a
mother, | would never fool my own

S o of Christmas,” Garnes says. ap
kids into believing in that nonsense. Y

Santa Bob Garnes finds out from 20-month-old Alyss Arainey what she wants for Christmas while she visits
the Clackmas, Ore., Town Center mall. “We're here to make the kids happy and to tell them the true meaning
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On Wednesday December 17th, Marianas CableVision will
begin merging its operations with Saipan Cable TV.

Your account will still be active, and soon you will be receiv-
ing some new programming, including KMCV 7. Stay tuned
for a new channel lineup coming in the next few weeks.

Starting Monday December 22nd, you can pay your SCTV bill
at MCV Customer Service Office on the 2nd floor of the Nauru
Building in Susupe.

If you have questions regarding your SCTV service please
call 233-66238,/7350,/9829 or 1576 or fax at 233-
9828.

Please watch for advertisements in this newspaper and on
your TV information channels as well as the KMCV 7
NEWS for further information, and thank you for your pa-
tience during this transition.

VVe COme to Marianas CableViSion!

Thencame Emmanuel,* My class-
mate said Santa Claus is a fake.”

ImustadmitthatalthoughIdreaded

being asked this question, I never
bothered to prepare a reply through
all the years that I had to do so before
my own child could spring it.
So caught unprepared, I was sur-
prised to hear myself telling him the
grown-ups’ crap: SantaClaus lives at
the North Pole. He rides a sleigh
drawn by reindeers. The sleigh flies
through the heavens and he comes
down through the chimney.

“*Chimney?”

Remembering that chimney is a
strange thing in this hot and humid
part of the world, I pulled a book and
showed him a chimney. How on
earth can a huge bearded dude fit in
that narrow tube, he asked. I replied
that Santa Claus always brings a
needle with him so he can prick and
deflate himself whenever he has to
come down the chimney.

Ireallyhadnointentionof cheating

innocence

him, butIfeltalittle guilty. Sothe next
day, I resolved to tell him the true
story about St. Nicolas, the original
Santa Claus, born in the ancient
southern Turkish town of Lyciaearly
inthe fourthcentury. Atanearly age,
Nicolas was appointed bishop of
Myram in Asia Minor.

During the Christian persecution,
he was imprisoned and tortured un-
der orders of the despotic Roman
emperor, Gaius Diocletianus.

Then I noticed the knitting of his
eyebrows. Some crazy mother, he
must have thought. What I was say-
ing may sound bizarre to him but he
could at least understand that “tor-
ture” and “imprisonment” did not
match the picture of a happy white-
bearded fat man in a red suit.

“Santa Claus is dead?!?” he asked
indisbelief.

“Ah, uhmm, yes” I said.

*“You mean the one who visits us
every Christmas is just a ghost?”

Alas, Ipaintedmyselfintoacorner.
Trying in vain to grope for an answer
that would reconcile history and fairy
tale, I just said, “Uhmm. .. yes...no.
He comes back to life every Christ-
maseve,”

I tried again. Santa Claus, I told
him, symbolizes the heart of every
generousperson. He made face again,
indicating the unpreparedness of his
young mind for metaphors.

But Emmanuel is too young to
argue. And like every other kid, he
likes to hear novel things— magical
things that they can visualize and
think they understand, such as fairies
and Santa Claus.

We adults, on the other hand, have
lost our sense of wonder. We have
become cynical. We refuse to be-
lieve. Grown-ups tend to distrust one
another. We don’t believe presiden-
tial candidates when they say they
only want a better life for the nation.
We simply don’t believe. We are not
believed either.

Maybe that's why we grownups
enjoy “cheating children.” They are
casy prey. We want to bring back
magic to adult life through our chil-
drenby makingupbizzare storieslike
Santa Claus, which we enjoy when
they are innocently accepted by ba-
Continued on page 27
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Garnes handles his custom-made Sa
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nta belt at the Clackamas, Ore.,

Town Center mall. Garnes works for a company called Photo Promo-

tions, which employs 16 Santas. ae
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Palmer pleads innocent

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
TINIAN Gaming Commission
Executive Director Paul T. Palmer
yesterday pleaded innocent to
charges he beat his wife at their
residence last October.

During an arraignment in Su-
perior Court, Palmer, through
counsel Tred Eyerly, waivedread-
ing of the information.

Palmer allegedy pleaded not
guilty to assault and one count of
assault and battery.

Associate Judge Edward
Manibusan set a status confer-
ence on Jan. 13.

Assistant Atty. Gen. Colin Th-
ompson earlier stated that the in-
cident started when Palmer, un-

.der the influence of alcohol, ar-

rived at their house in Dandan in
the evening of Oct. 27.

Palmer poured beer at the vic-
tim, Maritess, whowas then sleep-
ing at the time.

The defendant threw a beer can

Paul T. Palmer

at the victim and slapped her on
the face, Thompson said.

Meanwhile, inanothercase PO2
Lourdes C. Tomelt, through coun-
sel Brien Sers Nicholas, pleaded
not guilty to theft, misconduct in
public office, and three counts of
misuse of government vehicles.

The complaint said on or about
Oct. 28 through Nov. 16,1997
Tomei stole from the government
money more than $250 but less
than $20,000.

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
DISTRICT Judge Alex R.
-Munson yesterday quashed a
grand jury subpoena served on
Tinian Casino Gaming Control
Commission Director Paul
Palmer last Dec. 18 for being
technically defective.

Palmer had been asked to tes-

" tify before a grand jury yester-
day, but it was not known what
it was for.

The motion was submitted by
Palmer’s counsels, Bruce L.
Jorgensen and Bruce Berline,
yesterday.

According to the memoran-
dum in support of the motion,
the subpoena’s date for Palmer’s
appearance, Dec. 17, was
crossed out and changed with
22. The alteration, however,
was not initialed.

Also, Palmer’s lawyers ques-
tioned the fact that the subpoena
had no seal of the court stampe
onit. '

“Under federal law, a subpoena

Grand jury subpoena
for Palmer quashed

is invalid unless issued by the clerk
“‘under the seal of the court,” the
memorandum stated.

“For that reason alone, the
subpoena is technically defec-
tive,” the memorandum added.

Palmer was commanded by
the subpoena to provide “fin-
gerprints, photographs and
handwriting exemplars.”

ButPalmer’s lawyers said this
command was hazy since it did
not specify whose fingerprints
and what photographs and hand-
writing exemplars Palmer was
supposed to produce.

The lawyers also contended
that the compositionof the grand
jury was improper considering
that a member is reportedly
married to a sister of a recently
appointed TCGCC commis-
sioner and a niece of acting
Commission Chair Vicente M.
Manglona.

- Earlier last Dec. 18, Palmer
appeared before a Senate inves-
tigative body probing into al-
leged misuse of TCGCC funds.

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
A WATER sports operator was
told Thursday to stop operating
banana boats by the Coastal Re-
sources Management forlack of a
permit.

CRM Director Jack M. Aguon,
in an enforcement notice to Ben
Ki Water Sports, said that if it
failed to comply with the notice,
it might be fined up to $10,000
per day of non-compliance.

The CRM’es enforcement sec-
tion chief, Jack Salas, said Ben Ki
Water Sports had permits only for
certain water sports including
jetski and parasail but not for ba-
nana boats.

“We believe there are more
unlicensed banana boat and even
parasail and jetski operators out
there,” Salas told the Varicty.

The Prince Hotel project in
Sadog Tasi, meanwhile, received
anotice from the CRM regarding
its allegedly improper handling
of its construction debris.

The proper handling of con-
struction debris, disposing them
atthe Puerto Rico Dump, is one of
the permit conditions, Aguon
wrote the hotel’s developer, Mr.
June Ha.

The Prince Hotel project, cost-
ing an estimated $1.12 million, is
located across Charlie Dock and
behind a Shell gas station.

Tomel, according to the com-
plaint, misused government ve-
hicles on Nov. 5, 6, 8, and 13
when she unlawfully drive public
vehicles for a purpose other than
official government business.

Status conference was set this
Jan. 14.
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On the other hand, the arraign-
ment for PO3 Armold K. Seman
was reset this Monday.

Seman requested for an exten-
sion to have his newly hired law-
yer Darrin Class enough time to
review the complaint.

Seman was charged with theft
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Marg’s Kitchen
Don’t know what Christmas present to give?
Come to Marg’s Kitchen for Christmas Gift

Baskets Filled

with Christmas Cookies.
Also available, Marg’s Special Fruit Cakes, Pies and
- Holiday Design Cakes.

Gift Baskets are available at
$10, $15, $20, $30 and $35.

and two counts of misconduct in
public office.

Seman was accused of stealing
from the government money more
than $250 but less than $20,000,
andunlawfully operating a public
vehicle for a purpose other than
official government business.
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(Guam tourism take

hit by Typhoon Paka EX-PNG~ 1a

HONOLULU (Pacnews)—
Tourism officials in Guam say
Typhoon Paka already has had
adevastating effectonthe U.S.
northeast Pacific’s visitor in-
dustry, one of the most suc-
cessful in the entire Pacific
Islands region.

Combined with the Korean
Air 747 crashearlier this year,
which prompted the airline to
cancel all flights to Guam in-
definitely, hotels. restaurants,
and other visitor attractions
appear in for extremely bleak
times.

Guam Visitor Bureau Gen-

eral Manager James Nelson
says the island lost 5,000 visi-
tors over just three days, when
all flights were canceled last
week because of Typhoon
Paka.

This resulted in lost rev-
enue, he added, of $3.5 mil-
lion dollars. Meanwhile,
Guam International Airport
work crews continue to re-
pair an estimated $7.5 mil-

lion dollars in damages to fa-

cilities, including ramp and
runway lights and naviga-
tional aids, including a wind-
monitoring device.

Zm=e  Elsewhere in the Pacific

PORT MORESBY (Pacnews)—
Lady Chan, the wife of former Papua
New GuineaPrime MinisterSirJulius
Chan, is recovering at the Port
Moresby General Hospital after be-
ing attacked at Ela Beach, Port
Moresby, Friday moming. Lady
Chan,among manyotherearlymom-
ing joggers and strollers, regularly
walks along the beach frontsoon after
sunrise, The National reported.

On Friday, she was attacked at
about 5.45 am after parking her car.

An eyewitness, a nearby resident,
said a gang of at least five men, was
involved.

The eye witness said theft did not
appear to be the motive, and stones
were thrown as the car finally sped
off.

Lady Chan was addmitted to the
PMGH intermmediate ward and was
under medication most of the week-
end.

dy attacked

Ahospital source said she’s recov-
ered sufficiently to be talking and
eating but is still under consider-
able pain from the attack. She was
reported to be in a stable condi-
tion.

Anursing sister said Lady Chan
received bruises to her body.

Portion of electrical poles hang from the power lines at Apra harbour in Guam Saturday following Typhoon
Paka with a record 236-mile gust winds that hit the island last Tuesday. One of the strongest typhoons left
damages throughout the island with only 10 percent of damaged power lines expected to be back in
operational in two weeks and the rest in at least three months. No deaths as a result of the typhoon were

Office of the Maypor
TINIAN

December 19, 1997

Pursuant to Part II, Section 5 (2) of the revised Tinian Casino
Gaming Control Act of 1989, the Mayor of Tinian and Aguiguan
has established the following list of qualified candidates to serve
as commissioners for the Tinian Casino Gaming Control

Commission;

Mr. Francisco B. Evangelista
Mrs. Bernadita C. Palacios
Mr. David Q. Maratita

Mrs. Serafina R. King-Nabors
Mr. John E. Untalan

U L

/s/Herman M. Manglona
Mayor of Tinian and Aguiguan

PAGO PAGO (Pacnews)—A
major road contractor in Ameri-
canSamoa has threateried to stop
work on two road projects that it
is currently building until the
government pays more than
$UST million in'past due bills.
The contractor, McConnell
Dowell, gave the government
until the close business Wednes-
day to make a payment or it will
suspend the road projects.
McConnells general manager
Murray Mannion told The Sa-
moa News that while his com-

Major road works in
American Samoa at risk

pany is sympathetic with the.
governmerits situation, they can
only do so much. :

According to actmg Civil
Highways Division manager at
the Public Works Department,
Suppiah Maheswaran, govern-
ment was trying to collect
enough funds from local rev-
enues to make a partial pay-
ment.

Government owes the com-
pany $US450000for work done
in September and US $590 000
for work in October.

‘Controversy over MPs
overseas travel he1ghtens

SUVA (Pacnews)—Thecontroversy
surrounding Fiji government investi-
gations into Labour Parliamentary
Leader Mahendra Chaudhry’s over-
seas trips have taken another twist.
This followed the revelation that
National FederationParty (NFP) par-
liamentarian Charan Jeath Singh is
behind the move to discredit
Chaudhry, The Daily Post reported.
Vishnu Deo Maharaj, the man
who complained to the Registrar of
Unions seeking an investigation into
the National Farmers Union’s ac-
countsinrelationtoChaudhry’sover-
seas visits with a journalist, now says
that he was tricked into signing the
letter of complains to the NFP parlia-
mentarian.

But Singh (Mr) Sunday rejected
the claim sayng he had a video tape
showing Maharaj (Mr) talking about
how Chaudhry'smentried to gethim
to withdraw his letter to the Registrar
of Trade Unions.

Maharaj had wanted the Revlstrax
of TradeUnionstoinvestigate whelher
journalist Asha Lakhan’s trips were
financed by the NFU of which
Chaudhry is secretary general.

In a statement issued Sunday,
Maharaj claimed that Singh had
tricked him into signing a letter
purporting to be a compensation
claim on behalf of the farmers for
losses incurred as a result of mil
stoppages and the sugar workers’
strike.

Skate get to discuss
Bougainville in Homara

PORTMORESBY (PPacnews)—
Papua New Guinea Prime Minister

Bill Skate is in Honiara on atwo-day

visit at the invitation of his Solomon
Islands counterpart, Bartholomew
Ulufa'alu.

Skate said before his departure
that during the visit, he would have
discussions with Ulufa’alu on mat-
tersof mutual interest, includingreach-
ing common understanding towards
the peaceful resolution of the
Bougainville issue, The National re-
ported.

“Papua New Guinea values highly
its relations with Solomon Islanda
and my visit there is a further testi-
monyof PNG’scommitmenttomain-
tain and reinvigorate the relations we
enjoy today,” he said.

Skate said he wouldbrief Ulufa’alu
ontheoperations of the Neutral Truce

Monitoring Group, comprising mili-

tary and civilian personnel from Aus-
tralia, Fiji, NewZealandand Vanuatu
currently deployed on Bougainville.

He would also discuss ways for
bothcountries to give practical mean-

Bill Skate

ing to the basic border agreement,
signed in Honiara in July this year.

The PNG Prime Minister was ac-
corded a chiefly welcome on arrival
in Honiara and inspected a guard of
honor mounted by the police.

Skate and Ulufa’alu are to spend
Christmas together  on
Bougainville.

They are scheduled to arrive at
Buka today. They will travel to
Arawa Wednesday and return to
Buka the next day to celebrate
Christmas there.

ST
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Mystery illness kills 30 in PNG

CANBERRA, Australia (AP) -
Australian aid workers flew a
church medical team to a remote
Papua New Guinearegion to treat
amystery illness which has killed
up to 30 villagers, aid agency
Ausaid said Monday.

A Catholic church spokesman
Friday said the deaths had been
reported in the Western Sepik
province, and were thought to
have been caused by a flu virus.

But church workers had been
unable to get to the region to con-
firm this.

Ausaid requested an Ausfralian
army Chinook helicopter deliver
food aid to the Yapsei area, thus
allowing a church team in.

“By providing food aid, Ausaid
has enabled the local Catholic
Church to fund a medical team to
go to the village to identify the
illness and treat the villagers,” the
agency said in a statement.

_Australian defence forces have
beendelivering food and medical
supplies to remote Papua New
Guinea villages hard hit by the
worst drought in the region in a
century.

Ausaid Monday said 48,000
people in the country now have
no access to clean drinking water
as the droughtdrags on, and Chris-
tian aid organizations had begun
sinking wells to overcome the
critical water shortage in Rigo,
Central Province.

RP solon
out of Jall

to rezﬁ?,'lster
for election -

DAPITAN, Philippines (AP) - A
congressman convicted of twice rap-
ing an 11-year-old girl was flown in
handcuffs to his southern Philippine
province Monday to register for next
year's elections.

Wearing dark glasses and hand-
cuffed to a military escort, Rep.
Romeo Jalosjos was flown from a
Manila jail to Zamboanga del Norte
province. On arrival, he was shoved
into a van to stop him from getting
near supporters.

Jalosjos,57, wasconvicted onDec.
I'1 of two counts of rape and sen-
tenced totwolife terms inalandmark
child abuse case.

He also wasconvicted on six out of
12 countsofchildsexual molestation.
He was sentenced toeightto 15 years
in prison for each of those convic-
tions.

“T can’t express what T feel”
Julosjos said after registering at the
clections office in Dapitan, acity ina
Zamboanga district he represents in
Congress.

Jalosjos has appealed his con-
viction to the Supreme Court.

The regional trial court judge
who convicted him has allowed
himtotravel to hishome province
to register for next year’s general
elections pending a court deci-
sion on his appeal.

If cleared by the high court,
Jalosjos could run foranother con-
gressional term.
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Presidential race in RP heats Up:

By JIM GOMEZ
MANILA, Philippines (AP)
- Vice President Joseph
Estrada, a former movie star
whose down-to-carth image
has made him the darling of
the masses, was chosen Mon-
day by the largest opposition
party as its presidential bet in
next year's elections.

Sen. Edgardo Angara, the
closest rival for the presiden-
tial nomination of the Struggle
of the Nationalist Filipino
Masses, agreed to run as vice
president to avoid a party split.

“The days ahead are not go-
"ing to be so easy,” Estrada
told a news conference, add-
ing he expects a tough fight
against President Fidel
Ramos’ ruling party, the
Lakas-NUCD, in the elections.

Estrada, 60, consistently
tops popularity surveys of
potential presidential candi-
dates.

But many businessmen
question whether he can con-

tinue the successful economic -

reform policies introduced by
Ramos, who is limited to a
single six-year term by the
constitution.

Estrada was elected sena-
tor in 1987 with the second
highest number of votes in a
nationwide election. He ran
successfully for vice president
in 1992 as standard bearer of
his Party of the Filipino
Masses, with the support of
the Nationalist People’s Alli-

IS

ance.
Ramos, who won a slim vic-
tory in a seven-way contest
for the presidency, appointed
Estrada chief of the anti-crime
commission amid widespread
calls for tougher government
action against rising crime.
The anti-crime commission
was Initially welcomed but
later came under criticism for
a series of abuses by its offi-

Estrada is opposition bet

cials, including alleged human
rights violations and summary
execution of suspects.

Estrada later quit from the
commission after Ramos
clipped its powers.

During a movie career that
spanned more than a decade,
Estrada, known by his nick-
name “Erap,” endeared him-
self to many Filipinos by por-
traying tough street types who

Hota
Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section 11, Governor Froilan C. Tenorio and Lt. Governor
Jesus C. Borja, through the CDA Board of Directors, are hereby giving notice, that the
regular meeting of the board of directors of the Commonwealth Development Authority
and the Development Corporation Division will be held on Tuesday, December 23,
beginning at 10:00 a.m. The meeting will be held at the CDA Conference room, Wakin’s
Building, Gualo Rai, Saipan. The Agenda is as follows:

1. Resolutions
IX. OTHER MATTERS

/s/{JUAN S. TENORIO

ComMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

« PUBLIC NOTICE

December 18, 1997

Chairman, CDA Board of Directors

Vill. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

Agenda (CDA) Agenda (DCD)
l.  ROLLCALL ‘
It.  ADOPTION OF AGENDA . ROLLCALL
IH.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES Il.  ADOPTION AGENDA
IV. REPORTS .  ADOPTION OF MINUTES
1. Chairman’s/Executive IV. REPORTS
Director’s Report 1. Fund’s Availability
V. DCD MATTERS Report
Vi. OLD BUSINESS V. OLD BUSINESS
VIl. NEW BUSINESS Vil. NEW BUSINESS

(Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section 13(a)(7) and Section 13(c), the Board may vote
to meet in executive session)

/SIJESUS D. SABLAN
Chairman, DCD Board of Directors

Vice President Joseph Estrada (nght) clasp hands in a show of unity with Sen. Edgardo Angara after their
announcement to run for President and Vice President respectively during a press conference Monday at
a Manila hotel. Angara, another presidential aspirant, decided to run as vice president to strengthen the
country’s largest opposition party. Looking on at the middle is Congresswoman Tessie Aquino-Oreta. ap

defended the poor.

Estrada carried over that
everyman image to politics.
He once said that if elected
president, he would not mind
if Cabinet members wear jeans
and rubber shoes in official
meetings as long as they do
their job.

He also is known for his er-
ratic English. His aides have
published a collection of jokes
that play around with his bro-
ken English.

Estrada said that his gov-
ernment will focus on fight-

ing graft and corrupuon pro-
moting economic growth and
developing rural areas.

He also promised to eradi-
cate ransom kidnappings in six
months.

“We will jail the crooks,
instead of promoting them to
high office or foisting their
electoral ambitions upon our
people,” he said.

Early this month, Ramos
endorsed House Speaker Jose
de Venecia as the ruling
party’s presidential candidate.
The decision forced de
Venecia’s closest rival for the
party nomination, former De-
fense Secretary Renato de
Villa to split from the party to
pursue his presidential candi-
dacy.

Although Ramos’ endorse-
ment guarantees the backing
of the ruling party’s powerful
political machinery, de
Venecia suffers from popular-
ity problems.

At least 15 politicians from
various parties have indicated
an interest in succeeding
Ramos in the May 11 election.

Other leading potential can-
didates include Manila Mayor
Alfredo Lim, Subic Bay Met-
ropolitan Authority Chairman
Richard Gordon, Senators
Raul Roco and Miriam
Santiago.

Ramos had hinted in Sep-
tember that he might run again
if the constitution were
changed to allow a second six-
year term, but he backed down
in the face of a nationwide
uproar against the charter
change.

MANILA Phlllppmes (AP)

rebels abducted 22 army mi-
- lmamen in two remote vil-
lages in the southern Philip-
pines Sunday and govern-
ment troops were pursuing
the rebels, police said.
The rebels simultaneously
raided the villages in Davao
City shortly after midnight,

several houses and dragged

them away, police said.
Anti-communist militias

are. active in Davao City,

miles) southeast of Manila,
where Communist guerrillas
once had one of their. stron-
gest rebel bases

‘Soldiers and pohcemen
were pursuing the rebels to

whose. condmon 'was un-
known, police said.

Rebels abduct 22 troopers

‘-— Suspected Communist’

" wing, the New People’s

disarmed the militiamen in

‘mas holidays.

about 965 kilometers (598.

"_enced ‘rapid declines in:

try to rescue the mllmamen, . lastfew years but stlll have a

* The rebels have staged a -

Th v -lages. around metropohta
series of attacks on govern- :

ment targets even though
they have been holding on’
and off peace talks with the’
government since 1992 inthe:
Netherlands, where rebel
leaders live.

The Communist Party of
the Philippines and its armed

Army, have announced a
cease-fire .from Monday to
Jan. 7 to foster good will and.
allow combatants on both
sides to observe the Christ-"

Earlier this month, Presi-
dent Fidel Ramos declared a
30-day cease-fire ‘with thé
Communist rebels from Dec
6tolan. 4. -

‘The rebels: have expen-.

strength and influence.in

presence in many hinterland-
areas, including. rural vils

Mamla.
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Nago crty mayor Tetsuya Higa, Ieft and his w:fe Chreko cast their votes
for the city’s referendum on the planned installation of the U.S. Marine
Corps hellpon‘ off the coast of Nago crty Sunday ap

TOKYO (AP) — Nedr]y 54
percent of the voters in a ref-
erendum Sunday said they do
not want a U.S. military heli-
copter port to be moved near
their city on the island of
Okinawa.

The outcome of Sunday’s
vote in the northern city of
Nago is not binding, and it
was not immediately clear
whether the proposed floating
heliport could be built.

The city’s mayor, Tetsuya
Higa, had said earlier the vote
would be one factor in decid-
ing whether to accept the heli-
port, which would be built
offshore from the city.

But Okinawa Governor
Masahide Ota, who has
pressed hard for Japan’s cen-
tral government to remove
American bases from the is-
land, said, “We have to put
great importance on what the
people have said through this

Opponents celebrate Sunday n/ght after they outnumbered supponers in a referendum on a central
government plan to build an offshore U.S. military heliport east of Nago city in Okinawa Prefecture.  ap

\
. ’/ﬂca!es ¥

vote.’

Okinawans have long ob-
jected to the noise and incon-
venience of the U.S. bases that
take up about 20 percent of
their small island, as well as
to the crime and loss of au-
tonomy they associate with
the military.

Two-thirds of the 47,000
U.S. troops in Japan are con-
centrated on Okinawa, which
accounts for less than 1 per-
cent of Japan’stotal land area.
The island was a major battle-
ground in World War 1.

Under a Japan-U.S. agree-
ment reached last year to re-
duce the American military
presence on Okinawa, the
Futemma Air Station is to be
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LOCATED IN KOBLERVILLE, ASLITO ROAD. '.
BESIDE PACIFIC SECURITY ALARM —~ o
TEL: 670) 288-5708

Japan voters reject US base

closed in five to seven years.
The United States wants to
build the heliport off the Ma-
rines” Camp Schwab in Nago
to handle helicopters from
Futemma in  southern
Okinawa.

In Sunday’s referendum,
about 82 percent of the city’s
38,176 eligible voters turned
out.

Last September, in a refer-
endum for the entire Okinawa
prefecture, 89 percent of vot-
ers said they favored reduc-
ing the number of U.S. mili-
tary bases on the island.

In August, 20,000 Nago resi-
dents signed a petition de-
manding a referendum on the
heliport project.
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Indonesia officials clarify earlier reports:

A family whose three children were Killed in the Dec.19 crash of a
SilkAir's Boeing-737 aircraft sob at the crash site.  ap

SAIPAN SUPPLY, INC.

Construction Materials Specialist
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island.
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e Civil
¢ Electrical
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Eeside Philippine Good's barracks.
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By GEOFF SPENCER
MAKARTI JAYA, Indone-
sia (AP) — Divers who be-
lieved they had found a mostly
intact piece of fuselage froma
crashed Singapore-owned jet-
liner found a pile of plane
pieces on a murky riverbed
instead, a rescue commander
said Sunday.

Hampered by swift currents
and poor visibility, rescue
crews earlier had said they
found the bulk of the wreck-
age of the SilkAir Boeing 737,
which crashed Friday.

Police believe all 104 people
on Flight MI-185 died when it
plunged into the MusiRiveron
Sumatra Island. The plane was
heading from Jakarta to
Singapore.

Police and navy teams, aided

by local fishermen casting"

nets, have recovered human
remains, luggage and pass-
ports. But hopes of finding
most of the bodies intact were
dimming as it appeared much
of the plane shattered, scat-
tering debris and victims.

Divers who thought they
were groping fuselage doors
on the river bed were appar-
ently mistaken.

“Yesterday we thought we
had found a large piece of the
plane intact and had hoped that
the bodies were inside,” said
Brig. Gen. Ryamizard, deputy
military commander in the dis-
trict.

“But today, it turns out that
it was in pieces that had begun
to break loose,” he said.

A platform with two cranes
lay on the river, ready for
hoisting wreckage from the
river bed. But rescuers were
reassessing their plans after
realizing they had not located
the fuselage.

“The search today was in
fact fruitless,” Transport Min-
ister Haryanto- Dhanutirto
said. “Now we have torecheck
with witnesses to find out the

Some clothes and other small parts of wreckagof the /‘IlfateB

exact location of where the
plane went into the water.”

Rescuers in speedboats
pulled one body, a child, from
the fast-flowing river, which
has swollen to 500 yards (450
meters) wide due to monsoon
rains. The body was so badly
decomposed that neither gen-
der nor identity could be de-
termined.

A Singapore navy boat ar-
rived to help in the search,
and an Indonesian navy mine-
sweeper carrying sonar equip-
ment was expected to reach
the site Monday.

SilkAir planned to fly in fo-
rensic experts to help identify
victims, said airline represen-
tative Manjit Singh Grewal.
SilkAir arranged boats for
dozens of relatives who ar-
rived from Singapore to pay
their last respects. The airline
also supplied flowers, candles,
rosary beads and Chinese in-
cense sticks for prayer ser-
vices.

Led by a clergyman, 10
Singaporean relatives of crash
victims sang a Christian hymn
on a boat near where the plane
went down. Their voices broke
and some wept openly.

“Goodbye, goodbye,” cried
out an elderly couple who lost
their daughter in the crash.

Several dozen brightly col-
ored boats carrying hundreds
of sightseers from the town of
Palembang, two hours away
by river, bobbed about as res-
cue teams worked.

Officials said .the priority
was to recover the plane’s
flight data and voice record-
ers, which could shed light on
the cause of the crash.

In most jetliners, the record-
ers are stored in the tail.

Some residents of Makarti
Jaya, a village a half-mile (ki-
lometer) from the crash site,
have said they saw an explo-
sion in the tail area before it
hit the water.

fuselage not intact

A military physician said
witnesses told him that the
plane may also have exploded
after hitting the water, increas-
ing the likelihood that it shat-
tered into pieces.

The Sunday Times of
Singapore reported the plane
was traveling at 9,450 meters
(31,000 feet) when it asked
Jakarta for permission to
switch to Singapore air-traf-
fic control. The paper said the
plane received permission but
Singapore air traffic control-
lers never heard from it.

It was not known whether
the plane tried to make an
emergency landing. It crashed
287 miles (460 kilometers)
northwest of Jakarta, the In-
donesian capital.

SilkAir, a division of
Singapore Airlines, said the
plane was carrying seven crew
members and 97 passengers,
including 40 Singaporeans, 23
Indonesians, 10 Malaysians,
five Americans, and 14 Euro-
peans.

The airline said the plane’s

captain was a veteran who had

logged 6,900 hours of flying
time.

The U.S. National Transpor-
tation Safety Board sent an
investigating team to the crash
site, as did Boeing, the
airplane’s manufacturer.

SilkAir said the plane was
10 months old and was the
newest aircraft in its fleet.

The carrier was formed in
1975 as the holiday operator
arm of Singapore Airlines.

On Sept. 26, an Indonesian-
owned Garuda Airbus A-300
crashed into a jungle slope and
exploded in north Sumatra,
killing all 234 aboard.

Reports indicated there was
confusion between the pilot
and an air traffic controller.
Poor visibility from a smoky
haze covering Southeast Asia
also may have been a factor.
The haze has since dissipated.

oeing-

.,

737 plane of Singapore's Si/kA‘ivr re

r?

compiled Sunday at a police station in Palembang, South Sumatra capital. The plane went down into the Musi
River, more than 30 miles north of Palembang on Dec. 19 with 104 people on board. No body was found so

far. ap
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Jewish settlers protest

By Hilary Appelman
JERUSALEM (AP) — Hun-
dreds of Jewish settlers demon-
strated Sunday against Israel’s
plans to withdraw further from
the West Bank, while Palestin-
ianscriticized the prime minister’s
reference to the area as “part of
Israel proper.”

The settlers, holding signs read-
ing, "Not one inch” and “All of
Israel is ours,” protested outside
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's office, where the
Cabinet was discussing plans for
an Israeli troop pullback in the
West Bank.

Protesters then marched to the
U.S. consulate.

“We are here to let the world

Anlsraeli so/d/ermot/ons to a Pa/est/n/an wman ho/d/ng her chl/dren to qurcken her pace as clashes erupted

know that the redeployment plan
is something that will destroy Is-
rael,” said Tzvi Honickman.
Israel still controls the major-

ity of the West Bank, which it
captured inthe 1967 Mideast war.
Netanyahu's government is un-
der heavy U.S. pressure to with-
draw further, as promised in the
Israel-Palestinian peace accords. .

The Cabinet has agreed in prin-
ciple to go ahead with another
withdrawal, but has not commit-
ted to a date or amount of land.

In the West Bank town of
Hebron, several dozen Palestin-
ians threw rocks at Israeli sol-
diers, who responded by firing
rubber bullets. One protester was
slightly injured.

In a speech Friday to an inter-
national Jewish media conference
inJerusalem, Netanyahu said most
European countries interpret
Israel’s struggle in terms of their
own colonial pasts and think the
West Bank “is some colony like
Algeria, orpossessions in Africa.”

“And of course neither is true,
not in the geographic, or in the
strategic orin the national sense,”
he said.

“We don’t have a body of wa-
ter separating Judea and Samaria
— the West Bank — from Israel
proper. It is part of Israel proper.
It is in the center of the country. It
is our backyard.”

Michael Stoltz, a spokesman
for the prime minister, said

between Palestinians and Israeli troops in the West Bank town of Hebron Sunday. ap

NORTHERN MARIANAS
HOUSING CORPORATION

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

'PUBLIC NOTICE

The Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC) Board of Directors, through its
Chairman, Mr. Juan S. Tenorio, and in conjunction with the Department of Veterans
Affairs, is pleased to advise CNMI-descent veterans that the Native American Direct
Loan Program has been extended for another four years by President Clinton.

The interest rate for the program also dropped to 7 1/4%. Eligible veterans may
obtain a loan to construct, purchase or improve a primary residential dwelling
up to a maximum of $120,000.00 for a term of 30 years.

This is the only veteran residential loan program available in the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands. Several CNMI-descent veterans on Saipan and Rota
have constructed their family residences with proceeds from this loan program.
CNMI-descent veterans, who have yet to take advantage of this program, are
encouraged to apply. CNMI-descent veteran who wish to apply are required to
provide copies of their DD-214 and certificates of eligibility. Applicants must be
honorably discharged from military duty.

Interested individuals are urged to contact the NMHC offices on Saipan at 234-7689/
7670/6866/9447, or Tinian at 433-9213 or on Rota at 532-9410 for more information.

NMHC is an equal employment and fair housing agency”

Netanyahu intended to say that
the West Bank was part of the
biblical land of Israel.

The West Bank is home to about
1.5 million Palestinians and
150,000 Jewish settlers. The Pal-
estinians want to establish an in-
dependent state in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip, where they cur-
rently have only limited au-
tonomy.

Palestinian higher education
minister Hanan Ashrawi
called Netanyahu’s comments

“preposterous” and “in direct
contradiction of the peace pro-
cess.”

“This is clear proof that Mr.
Netanyahu is not in the least
bit committed to the peace
process or to international
law,” she said.

Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat, speaking Saturday in
Cairo, said Netanyahu'’s state-
ment was “dangerous” and is
a violation of the Israeli-Pal-
estinian peace agreements.

By Laura King’

BETHLEHEM, West Bank
(AP) —Bethlehem has two faces,
and both are on display at this time
of year.

Ore is a living Christmas tab-
lean: Pilgrims from all over the
world duck through the low stone
doorway to the Church of the Na-
tivity, built on the spot where fradi-
tion says Jesus was bom, to pray in
its candlelit recesses. Tour buses
idle .in Manger Square, carolers
sing inthe streets, and inflatablered
Santas bob outside rows of souve-
nir shops.

Butinthe otherBethlehem-—an
economically in the West Bank —
Christmas will be just another day.

day life is little affected by the
holiday hue and cry.

Holiday tourism is easily
Bethlehem’s largest source of rev-
enue — about 5,000 visitors are
expectedonChristmasEve andthou-
sands more on Christmas Day —
but the town’s homegrown Chris-
tian character is rapidly eroding.

Half a century ago, 80 percent of
itsPalestinianresidents were Chris-
tian; now only about one-third are,
At moming, noon and night, the
wailingMuslimcalltoprayermixes
with the cracked-tone pealing of
Bethleliem’s church bells.

On an unpaved back street just
off Manger Square, Palestinian
shoppers picked their way around
openmanholestoward marketstalls
shop, live chickens and turkeys
clucked feebly in stacks of crates,
and freshly plucked and cleaned
birds hung from meat hooks.

“Well, we don’t get tourists buy-

with his cleaver. “We sell a little
more to restaurants at this time of
year, but altogether, Christmas
doesn’t really make that much of a

Bethiehem has two faces

Initsstonecuttingshedsand worka-

ing these,” Roab said, gesturing .

Dolls representlng the infant Jesus lie in a display case at a
souvenir shop at Bethlehem’s Manger Square Sunday. Bethlehem
is gearing up to celebrate Christmas, which is only days away. ae

difference to me.”

In the Aida refugee camp —
one of three camps ringing
Bethlehem — the mood was grim
and sullen. Six weeks ago, one of
the camp’schildren, 8-year-old Ali
Jawarishe, wasshotintheforehead
with a rubber bullet as a group of
boysthrew stonesat Israelisoldiers
manning apost justup the hill from
the camp.

Al lingered for five days before
being removed from life support.
Hisfuneral setoffa daylongstone-
throwingclash betweencamp resi-
dents and Israeli troops that left at
least 16 people hurt.

“Christmas, not Christmas, our
life is the same —-hard, very hard,”
Hanan Elayan, 37, a Palestinian
mother of 10, said as she leaned
againstthe concrete wallofherhome.

Since the death of Ali, whose
family lives nearby, she worries
constantly about her children get-
tinghurt.“Itell them all the ime not
to go near the soldiers, but they
don’tlisten,” she said, squinting in
the cold sunshine.

On Bethlehem’s gritty mdus-
trial fringe, stonecutter Ali Ahmed-
Zeitun, 33, took a break from his
Iabors, hiseyelashes andeyebrows
coated with white stone dust.
Stacked in the yard outside were
huge slabs of so-called Jerusalem
stone, the characteristic yellow-
pink limestone used for nearly alt
the city’s buildings.

“Everything’s the same for me,
withmy job,nomatterwhattimeof
year,” he said, rubbing his heavily
callused hands. “T'm glad to have
work—lotsof people here don’t.”

Zeitun will close his shop on
Christmas Day, he said — not for
holiday observances, but because
huge traffic jams will make it too
difficult to tmck stone in or out of
town.
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Bird

By Khark Singh
HONG KONG (AP) — A
third person died Sunday from
the mysterious bird flu in
Hong Kong, a day after U.N.
health officials predicted more
people there would be stricken
with the virus.

A 13-year-old girl died at
the government-run Prince of
Wales hospital. She had been
hospitalized less than a month.

Experts fear the virus, pre-
viously found only in poultry
and other birds, could spread
if it mutates so that it can be
transmitted between people
and not just from birds to hu-
mans.

A 3-year-old boy died in
May in the first known case of
ahuman contracting the H5N1
virus, and a 54-year-old man
died early this month.

A 2-year-old boy recovered
after hospitalization in No-
vember.,

So far, eight cases of the flu
have been conflrmed and two
more are suspected. Four of

Cold wave
kills 14 in

: _Bangladesh |

DHAKA , Bangladesh (AP) -
Cold weather claimed the lives
of 14 poor people sleeping in
the open without warm
clothes, officials and newspa-
pers said Sunday.

Temperatures fell this week
to 10 degrees Celsius (50 de-
grees Fahrenheit) in the north-
ern parts of the country after
the northeastern monsoon in
the region brought more mois-
ture into the air, the weather
office said.

Four persons died Saturday
and the others died Friday,
newspapers said. The dead
were elderly people or chil-
dren exposed to the cold winds
at night, an offiAcial in
Chuadanga town, 150 kilome-
ters (95 miles) northwest of
the capital said.

Fog disrupted river ferry ser-
vices. Thousands of buses and
trucks operating at the ferry
terminals also were stranded.
The weather office said tem-
peratures will continue at the
same levels for another two
weeks.
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the victims remained hospi-
talized.

Dr. Daniel Lavanchy, head
of the World Health
Organization’s influenza pro-
gram, said Saturday he ex-
pected more cases in the next
few weeks because of “en-
hanced surveillance.”

But he said the bird flu was
not a major health problem.
“There have been no other
cases seen, beside the eight
confirmed cases in Hong
Kong, elsewhere in the
world.”

Lavanchy said there has
been no evidence so far that
the flu can be transmitted from
person to person.

Experts from the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control in
Atlanta are also helping in the
investigation.

Doctors say it is safe to eat
cooked chicken and other
poultry, but that it may not be
safe to handle birds that have
the virus.

u claims 3rd victim

Government veterinary officers Howard Wong, left, and Thomas Sit, center, take samp/es of chicken feces
at Hong Kon;q s largest wholesale poultry market Wednesda y. The market was closed for a three-da y cleanup
0

on Monday

llowing the deaths of two people from a virus previously found only in birds and poultry. ap
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US expects UN backing on Irag:

Defense Secretary William Cohen appears on CBS’ “Face the Nation”
Sunday. The United States still might have to use military force to open
suspected Iraqi weapons sites to U.N. inspectors and feels certain of

Security Council support.  ap
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Military

By JEANNINE AVERSA
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
United States still might have to
use military force to open sus-
pected Iraqi weapons sites to U.N.
inspectors and feels certain of
Security Council support despite
reluctance from veto-holders
France, Russiaand China, admin-
istration officials said Sunday.

Bill Richardson, the U.S. am-
bassador to the United Nations,
said U.N. resolutions already in
force would justify military ac-
tion if necessary but added: “We
don’t want to reach that point.”

Russia, China and France re-
fused to support the latest U.S.
effort, a draft resolution intro-
duced Friday, to get Security
Council condemnationof any fur-
ther move by Iraq to keep U.N.
arms inspectors from presidential
palaces and other “sovereignty
sites.”

Also Friday, Iraqi officials es-
corted foreign reporters around
some of President Saddam
Hussein’s palaces and vowed that
U.N. inspectors will never enter
them.

" “That’s completely unaccept-
able, and hopefully the Security

" Council will send a resounding
signal that it’s unacceptable,”

S

Defense Secretary William
Cohen said Sunday on CBS’ “Face
the Nation.”

The council meets again Mon-
day.

President Clinton wants to ex-
haust every diplomatic opportu-
nity, Cohen said, but he is not
foreclosing any option including
U.S. retaliation on its own. Asked
whether the United States was
willing to go to war over the in-
spections, Cohen responded: *1
think the president has said he’s
ruled nothing in or nothing out.”

The U.N. inspectors are trying
to determine whether Iraq has
destroyed all its long-range mis-
siles and chemical, biological and
nuclear programs — the main
condition for lifting crippling
sanctions imposed on Baghdad in
1990 after Saddam sent his forces
to occupy neighboring Kuwait.

Like Cohen, Ambassador
Richardsonsaid the United States
is continuing to pursue diplo-
matic channels toresolve the con-
flict, “but patience eventually is
going to run out.”

“And I believe that there will be
a united international effort
through the United Nations very
soon that will send another un-
mistakable signal to Saddam

ce still an ‘option’

Hussein that he can’t continue
this snubbing of the international
community,” he said.

The chief U.N. weapons inspec-
tor, Richard Butler, has said his
inspectors “have evidence orrea-
sontobelicve that prohibited itemns
have been or do exist in places”
designated off-limits.

“If Saddam Hussein moves
ahead and blocks some further
inspections, I think that then
tensions are going to rise dra-
matically,” Richardson said.

In talking with Cohen, a CBS
moderator wondered why
Saddam should open his pal-
aces to inspectors when the
United States would never al-
low uninhibited searches of the
White House or the State De-
partment.

“We have one White House,
one State Department. He has
at least 80 so-called presiden-
tial palaces, many of which
aren’t palaces at all but simply
Republican Guard facilities,”
Cohen replied.

“These are vast complexes,
some of which are larger than
the entire city of Washington,
D.C. We're not talking about
having his personal residence
inspected.”

T

President Saddam Hussein on Saturday night during a meeting with his senior aides in Baghdad. Statements

following the meeting said that Iraq was not ready to accept any delays in the lifting of sanctions and accused

the United States of trying to prolong

with artificial questions.”  ap

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — Louis
Farrakhan, arriving in Libyaon a
visit the U.S. government called
ill-advised, condemned U,N.
sanctions against the pariah state,
according to news reports Sun-
day.

The Nation of Islam leader criti-
cized the sanctions in a statement
after his arrival Saturday night,
state-run Libyan television said.
The report was monitored by the
BBC in London.

Farrakhan said the sanctions
were “tantamount to a weapon of
mass destruction,” the television
said. .

The U.N. Security Council im-

posed sanctions on Libya in April
1992 to try to force Libyan leader
Moammar Gadhafi to turn over
two Libyans wanted in the 1988
explosion of a Pan Am jet over
Lockerbie, Scotland. The crash
killed 270 people.

The sanctions limit diplomatic

contacts with Libya, ban air travel
to and from the country, freeze
some foreign assets and forbid
the sale of some oil equipment.

Farrakhan earlier stopped in
Iraq, where he made a similar
statement condemning U.N. sanc-
tions. Iraq has been under U.N.
sanctions since its 1990 invasion
of Kuwait.

punishing economic sanctions by “keeping the Security Council busy

U.S. State Department officials
urged Farrakhan, whoisona 52-
nation tour, to avoid Libya and
Iraq, saying his visitcould be used
for anti-American propaganda.

It was Farrakhan’s fourth visit
to Libya in two years. He last
visited in January 1997, when
he and Gadhafiled a joint prayer
service. He also visited Libya in
January and September 1996
amid controversy over Gadhafi
pledges of funds for Farrakhan
projects.

On this tour, Farrakhan also
has visited Jordan, Egypt and the
Palestinian territories of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip.
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By Jerry Harmer
BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) —
Thais grappling with economic crisis
had a chance to trash past and present
leaders Sunday — literally.

For about 20 cents each, hundreds
of people hurled balls at a target to
dunk a cardboard cutout of their least
favorite of Thailand’s last five prime

IR

A young Thai boy tosses a ball at an

effigy of former Thai Prime

o

ministers intorice-filled garbage cans.
The venue was fitting: Bangkok’s
Market of the Former Rich, a week-
end flea market where big spenders
down on their luck raise cash by
selling thetrappingsof bygone wealth
— Rolex watches, Mercedes-Benz
sedans, private planes.
Amusing the thousands of market-

Sales en

v

Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh, right, whil
an effigy of the current Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai, left, standing by Sunday. Frustrated Thais can hit back
at those they blame for their economic nose-dive at a cost of extra ten baht (US 20 cents) for three balls. A
businessman has set up a shooting alley, stocked with effigies of the country’s leaders. ap

goersisimportanttoorganizer Wasun
Panon. So he set up the dunking
stand.

“Whentheyreallydon’tlikesome-
one, they throw the ball really hard
and get out a lot of bad feeling,”
Wasun said. “They can go home
feeling happier.”

/) A
d Deec. 31

According to Wasun's tally, the

prime minister  most likely to be
dunked wasChavalit Yongchaiyudh,
who resigned in November after less
than a year in office.

During histenure, Thailand’s once
proud economy plunged into a cur-
rency crisis that prompted a $17 bil-
lion bailout organized by the Interna-

sty TR -

LIGHT

NIGHT CLUB
NON-"STOP* SHOW

Thais thrash politicians

tional Monetary Fund and spread
through Asia.

No. 2 on dunkers’ lists was
Chatichai Choonhavan. He was
toppled as prime ministerin 1991
ina coup by military officers who
accused him of massive corrup-

tion.
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According to report:

DOD forced Gulf War vaccine

CLEVELAND (AP) — An
Army review board ruled it
would be unethical to give
soldiers heading to the Per-
sian Gulf War an experimen-
tal vaccine without warning
them the effects were un-
known, The Plain Dealer re-
ported Sunday.

However, that ruling was
overridden after the Depart-
ment of Defense cited national
security concerns, the news-
paper said.

The botulinum toxoid vac-
cine was given to 8,000 troops
as protection against chemi-
cal and biological warfare.

a possible source for the vari-
ety of health problems known
as "Gulf War syndrome,” was
unlicensed.

The mysterious ailment af-
flicts 80,000 veterans and civil-
tans who were involved in the
conflict.

Some think the syndrome stems
from a chemical or biologicatl at-
tack. Others link the illness to
diseases in the Middle East or
smoke from oil fires.

A transcript of the ethics
committee’s meeting at the
Army’s biological defense re-
search station in Maryland on
Oct. 4, 1990, showed that

would protect troops from an
illness.

The transcript obtained by
the newspaper showed the com-
mittee learned that while limited
testing in laboratory animals

showed promise against the -

deadly botulism toxin—believed
to be in Iraqi president Saddam
Hussein’s arsenal — researchers
were uncertain whether it would
work.

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration requires that Americans

be fully informed about an ex-
perimental drug before consent-
ing to take it.

But in 1964, the FDA agreed to
let the Department of Defense use
experimental drugs to protect
against battlefield exposure with-
out following all FDA rules, in-
cluding informed consent.

The Army review board decided
the vaccine could be administered
— but only if the troops were told
in ““an abbreviated oral informed
consent statement.”

But the Defense Department
opted not to tell the troops the
vaccine was unlicensed.

The ethics committee’s chair-
man, Col. Arthur Anderson, said
there was no way to determine if
the vaccine could protect soldiers.

“It would seem morally wrong
to gather prospective orretrospec-
tive data on the efficacy of un-
proven drugs in military vol-
unteers facing exposure to bio-
logical or chemical weapons,”
Anderson said.

White House launches anti-drug ads
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Gingrich touts surplus

By Laurie Kellman
WASHINGTON (AP) — A
day after acknowledging
presidential ambitions, House
Speaker Newt Gingrich tele-
phoned reporters Saturday to
tout new figures that he said
prove the Republican-led Con-
gress has balanced the federal
budget.

He based the claimona $2.4
billion surplus the figures in-
dicate for the last 12 months.

“It's proof that, from No-
vember to November ..., we
have actually balanced the
budget,” Gingrich said in an
interview from his home in

"

punching,” the Post quoted
one top official as saying.
Treasury Department statis-
tics show the federal govern-
ment spent $1.597 trillion
from December 1996 through
last month. In contrast, the
government received $1.599
trillion in income — a differ-
ence of roughly $2.4 billion.
Though the White House
welcomed the rosy numbers
as evidence that the budget is
headed for surplus, advisers
counseled the president on
Friday to refrain from brag-
ging about them because they
may not represent the true state

citestimate does not come out
for 11 months, and anything
before that could be quirky or
unreliable,” Sperling said.

Even if the statistics prove
true, they do not settle a rag-
ing debate among Republicans
and many Democrats over
how to spend the money.

Gingrich told the House
Budget Committee in Octo-
ber that he would like to see
the surplus spent on transpor-
tation, science and defense.
On Friday, he proposed spend-
ing some of the money on defi-
citreduction through a “rainy-
day” fund similar to the type
many states keep.

“It’s abad idea,” Livingston
said. “We have gotto get that
deficit down before we go
spending it on anything else.”

Asked about the reserva-
tions of such top Republicans,
Gingrich snapped Saturday:
“I'm very well aware of that. I
speak to them regularly. Ev-
erything I've said is in the
framework of making sure we
get to a surplus first.”

“Hopefully, today’s news
about the budget actually hav-
ing been technically in bal-
. 7Y IR ance for 12 months will give

Newt Gingrich them encouragement,”
Gingrich said of the doubters.

House Appropriations Com- “If the citizens will tell the
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campaign targeting the young.

Citiesintheprogram’sfour-month,
$20millionopeningphaserange from
Hartford, Conn., acrossthe country to
San Diego.

Anti-drug ads will runeverywhere
children aged 9 to 17 are likely to be
watching, from television to the

Internet, Gen. Barry McCafftrey, di-

rector of the Office of National Drug

tions to halt and reverse the disturbing
rise in drug use among young people,”
McCaffrey said in a staternent.

The ads are to be tested from Janu-
ary through April in Atlanta; Balti-
more; Boise, Idaho; Denver; Hart-
ford, Conn.; Houston; Milwaukeg;
Portland,Ore.; SanDiego; Sioux City,
Iowa; Tucson, Ariz.; and Washing-
ton.

cities will also see ads addressing
drug problems specific to them.

The announcement follows Presi-
dent Clinton’s radio address Satur-
day, in which he announced that a
University of Michigan survey had
found that eighth graders increas-
ingly turn away from drugs. But the
samesurvey showed greaterdrug use
among older teen-agers.

WASHINGTON(AP)—Presi-
dent Clinton headed off to Bosnia
on Sunday to spread holiday cheer
—and carry thenews thathe wants
U.S. troops to remain indefinitely
as the region recovers fromits dev-
astating war,

Without commenting, the presi-
dent left the White House by heli-
copter and flew to Andrews Air
Force Base for the all-night joumey
to Sarajevo. He was joined by first

wouldlendan appropriate personal

Clinton leaves for Bosnia visit

war-torn Balkans beyond the June
1998 deadline. Besides his family,
Clinton took along a top-level del-
egation that includes former GOP
presidential candidate Bob Dole; his
wife Elizabeth, presidentofthe Ameri-
can Red Cross; and a number of
congressional Republicans.
Sunday, Clinton aides made the
rounds of the weekly news talk
shows to defend the extensio
Clintonis seeking. They said U.S.

troops would stay put for an un-

saying it’s indefinite and it’s "
infinite,” Defense Secretary
William Cohen said on CBS’
“Face the Nation.”

“We ought to stay until the
seeds of peace Have takenmuch
deeperrootand can become self-
sustaining,” Cohen said. “I think
if we pulled the troops out, I'm
satisfied that other NATO mem-
bers would also do likewise. ...
We’d see a resumption of fight-

U.S. troops help Bosnian forces

Gingrich, apparently recov-
ered from a July attempt
among his lieutenants to un-
seat him, said for the first time
that “of course” he would like
to be president.

Several people close to him,
not all supporters of a Gingrich
candidacy, have said privately

for months that he is system-’

atically organizing a bid for
the GOP nomination in 2000.

On Saturday, Gingrich
vowed to “not even think
about it” until 1999. He com-
plained that his comments to
the Marietta newspaper “were
interpreted exactly back-
wards” and indicated he would
follow the strategy of Texas
Gov. George W. Bush, widely
perceived to be the early front-
runner for the GOP nomina-
tion.

“I frankly admire what

with his hometown paper, “my

adviser, said Saturday.
“Everyone should pause and
note that the nextofficial defi-

be spent on deficit reduction
before other proposals are con-
sidered.

effect, spending large chunks
of a surplus that didn’t offi-
cially exist.

mood for coming back to to
Washington at the end of Janu-
ary.
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IRS in major techno projects

By Rob Wells
WASHINGTON (AP) — Com-
puter geeks at the IRS had better
stock up on alot of colas, cookies
and "potato chips, because they
can expect to put in marathon
hours in the coming year as they
deal with a technological triple
whammy.

First, the so-called Year 2000
problem: At the Internal Revenue
Serviee, that involves scouring
62 million lines of computer code
to ensure computers don’t crash
at the next millennium. The esti-
mated cost is $900 million, sec-
ond tothe Defense Department as
the costliest Year 2000 fix in gov-
emment.

Inaddition, the IRS facesahuge

" job reprogramming its comput-
ers to reflect major tax code
changes from the 1997 Taxpayer
Relief Act.

And the agency still must pick
a private contractor for modern-
izing its far-flung computer sys-
tem, perhaps history’s biggest
computer upgrade. Just one part
of this 15-yearproject’s first phase
is expected to cost $639 million.

With all this work ahead, the
IRS faces the unwelcome head-
ache of keeping its computer pro-
grammers from jumping ship to
more lucrative jobs in private en-
tcrprise.

2000 Computer glitch one of areas targeted

*The concern is as we go along
we will run up against a logistic
logjam of trying to convert so
many pieces at once,” said John
Yost, IRS Year 2000 project di-
rector. At the same time, Yost
said he’s concerned the IRS could
“run out of people to do the job.”

“One of our problems now is
competing to hold on to the people
that we have,” said Yost. In the
fiscal yearthatended Sept. 30, the
IRS lost 8 percent to 9 percent of
its computer may be comparable
to private industry’s but is 35 per-
centhigher thanthe departure rate
for computer specialists govern-
ment-wide, according to the Of-
fice of Personnel Management.

The Year 2000 problemevolves
from the programming of many
old computers to recognize dates
in two-digit formats — “97”
would represent 1997 — and the
fear that if unrepaired, they will
run awry after the stroke of mid-

‘night, Dec. 31, 1999. They would

considerthe yeardesignated 2000
as 1900.

The Office of Management and
Budget estimates a $3.9 billion
price tag to avert widespread gov-

" emment computer crashes from

what’s being called the “millen-
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nium crisis.”

Demand for computer program-
mers with knowledge of the CO-
BOL and other old computer lan-
guages is high, especially in the
Washington area, said Michael
Higgins, a specialistin Year 2000
issues.

The highest-salaried nonmana-
gerial computer worker makes
about $71,000 annually after 20
years at the IRS, Higgins said,
while some companies are pay-
ing $85,000. “It’s getting tighter
and tighter with every day that
passes,” said Higgins, president
and chief executive of Century
Services Inc., Germantown, Md.

Higgins, whose firm worked
on Year 2000 with major banks
and corporations, said the IRS
has moved too slowly. “There are

only two years left, and they have
one of the largest systems in the
world,” he said.

Former IRS Commissioner
Margaret Milner Richardson pre-
dicted a tough year ahead for IRS
computer staffers.

“I don’t think there will be a lot of
time to spare, and it will be very
nerve-racking,” she said. “Govemn-
ment is having a very hard time get-
ting enough qualified people.”

The size of the IRS’ Year 2000
problem is enormous. The agency
has toreview 88,000 programs on 80
mainframe computers, debug a large
telecommunications system and
check such mundane items as eleva-
tors and building security systems.

“I certainly don’t think we're
goingto have extraordinary prob-
lems associated with the Year

2000,” Yost said. “We are on top
of the problem.”

So far, the IRS has converted
2,000 programs.

A leading congressional expert
on Year 2000, Rep. Steve Horn,
R-Calif., expressed strong confi-
dence in the IRS’ assistant com-
missioner for technology, Arthur
Gross, and other top manage-
ment.

“They’re a first-rate team,” Hom
said. “If any agency can do it, Gross
will do it. He’s got a proven track
record. ... T1ook for good things from

Horm’s comments were notable
considering he gave the Treasury

Department a grade of D-minus in

September forits Year 2000 prepara-
tion. The IRS constitutes the biggest
part of the Treasury Department.
Asked if he was changing that
grade, Hom said, “We’ll wait and

F/rst Iady Hlllary Rodham Cl/nton un verls the 1 997 White House hollda y card durlng apress viewing of hollda y
decorations in Washington. Featuring a winter scene of the White House, the card is a reproduction of “White

House Nocturne, South Lawn 1997” by Washington artist Kay Jackson.

AP

Baby OK after falling off car

TINLEY PARK,Ill. (AP) — A
2-month-old boy whose mother
accidentally left him on top of her
carfell off when the womandrove
away, tumbling face down in a
busy intersection.

The infant, who was strapped in a
car seat, suffered some cuts and
scrapes but was not severely injured.
He was in fair condition Sunday.

“The baby had abrasions to the
head, but it doesn’tlook serious,”

L
I E@ Moonesn Te

Micronesian Telecommunications Corporation is seeking an

COMBINATION TECHNICIAN

This position installs, rearranges, reconnects, and disconnects and removes station and associated equipment
as specified in service orders. Receives troubles reports, isolates trouble using test equipment, and clears
trouble through repair or replacement procedures. Installs and splices cable following standard cable splicing
procedures.

Human Resources Office

Applicant must be a High School graduate or equivalent with MTC
schooling in basic Electricity (AC-DC theory). Demonstrated P.O. Box 306
proficiency in one or more of the following areas: Installation/ Saipan, MP 96950

; . . . Phone: 234-6600
Maintenance, Cable Maintenance, or line Maintenance. Fax: 235-9559

MTC is an Equal Em?]loyl/_I ment gponumty/Affurmatwe Action Empoyer
Application must be received in the Human Resource office on or before December 30, 1997.

Pollce Sgt. Gene Klimek said. “It
looks like the baby seat really did
its job.”

The outcome could have been
much different if truck driver
Michael Prough had not noticed a
car seat and baby blanket in the
middle of the road.

“It was really the blanket that
turned my head,” he said. “A blan-
ket, a car seat. I said, ‘I've got to
go back.™

Police sald no charges would
be filed against the infant’s 24-
year-old mother, who acciden-
tally left the baby on the top of her
car Friday afternoon after getting
her6-year-old and 4-year-old into
the car.

She traveled about two blocks

_ before the baby slid off, and she

drove another five miles before
realizing what had happened,
Klimek said.

as a half-foot of rain and snow,
flooding streets and rivers.

Eight traffic deaths were blamed
on the weather, including twoteen-
agers whose vehicle was swept off
a bridge by high water in Killeen,
police said. ‘

Creeks and rivers across wide
sections of central, northern and
eastem Texas were still at or above
flood stage Sunday, one day after

some rural roads.

Storms flood Texas streets

DALLAS {AP) — A weekend ,
stormdrenched Texaswithasmmich |

" gency crews performed more

~Saturday at Waco, 100 miles

the heavy precipitation, covering °

Dozensofhomeshadtobeevacu-
atedSaundayalmgNolmCteekm
Killeen, 130 miles southwest of
Dallas in central Texas.

And in Harker Heights, five
miles southeastofKilleen,emer-

than 40rescues during the night,
said Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Director Leon Charpentier.

Up to 5 inches of rain fell-

south of Dallas, with up to 4-
inches in the Dallas-Fort Worth'.
area. :

|
|
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According to LA Times report:

Immigrants told to repay benefits

LOS ANGELES (AP) —U.S.
immigrants nationwide and
abroad are being pressured by
federal and state authorities
to give back health and wel-
fare benefits they legally were
entitled to receive, the Los An-
geles Times reported.

Officials within the State
Department and the U.S. Im-
migration and Naturalization
Service, along with federal
immigration judges and nu-
merous state agencies, have
pushed for repayment of the
benefits, the newspaper said
Sunday.

In some instances, immi-
grants who temporarily left the
United States were prevented
from returning until they
agreed to pay off their “debt,”
the Times said, citing inter-
views and government docu-
ments.

Immigrants also were told
they could improve their
chances of obtaining visas or
green cards, which grant per-
manent residency, for them-

selves or family members if
they repaid past benefit pay-
ments.

Such practices have
spawned two class-action law-
suits in California and gener-
ated concern at the federal
Department of Health and
Human Services, where offi-
cials worry whether the prac-
tice violates the privacy rights
of immigrants.

“There are significant pub-
lic health concerns for those
families and kids who are le-
gally in the country and guar-
anteed coverage,” said
Michael Kharfen, a depart-
ment spokesman.

Health officials say that the
reimbursement pressures —
and fear of deportation —have
prompted immigrant families
to either withdraw or noteven
attempt to enroll in federal and
state health care programs for
the poor, such as Medicaid.

Officials fear that could lead

. to more emergency room vis-

its and delays in treating in-

On the 8th anniversary of the U.S. invasion of Panama a protester
burns an effigy of “Uncle Sam” in front of the U.S. Embassy in Panama

City on Friday. ae

Paper: Thett of Army
weapons continues

DAYTON, Ohio (AP) — Even
though the number of cases has
declined slightly, explosives, au-
tomatic rifles and other military
weapons continue to be stolen
from Army bases, a newspaper
reported Sunday.

The Army initiated 111 investi-
gations into stolen or missing
weapons in 1995 and 1996, the
Dayton Daily News said.

Some of the thefts were com-
mitted by soldiers and others with -

access to bases, the Daily News
said. In some cases, the military
Wwas unaware weapons were miss-
ing until civilian police recov-
ered them.

Thirteen cases involved M-16
automatic rifles, one of them
equipped with a grenade launcher.
At least 20 additional cases in-
volved plastic explosives, TNT,
dynamite or other explosives.
Nine more cases involved gre-
nades or grenade launchers.

fectious diseases.

California officials defend
the practice, calling it a way to
encourage immigrants to volun-
tarily repay benefits they have
received or to recapture benefits
obtained fraudulently.

Last year, the state recovered $

1 million from such repdyments.

“All too often individuals who
are not entitled to state ben-
efits simply come across the
border and utilize health care
services that are otherwise
denied to working-poor Cali-
fornians,” said Sean Walsh, a

spokesman for Gov. Pete Wil-
son.

Critics, however, argue that
most of those hurt by the prac-
tice are not short-term visi-
tors but permanent residents
and their children who are U.S.
citizens.

ics.
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3 Full color digital print for back light in shops

B8 window or special display in the outdoor,
4 such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per-
fumes, jewelry and many more.

For all signs need, please visit or call

\/1S oigns oystem

at #AN Younis Art Studio, Inc., in Garapan.
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥
234-9797 ¥ 234-9272 or Fax No. 234-9271.

VINYL SIGNS: For indoor/outdoor with col-
ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal,
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer
graphics, artistically drafted, composed with
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail-
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc.

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any
color, letters size and.style and rich graph-

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis-
tically designed and colored on any mate-
rial surface of all sizes.

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/
stores/shops in full colors with print of the
§ goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/
B boards or on transparencies on special pa-
B per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or
M above shelves, counters and merchandise
8 stands, can easily be produced by the tal-
8 ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign

4 Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar-
§ anteed to last for five to seven years in all
weather conditions and stands heat tem-
& perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit.
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NEWCASTLE,England (AP)—
The prime ministers of Britain and
Ireland tried Sunday to defuse the
latest crisis in Northem Ireland’s
peace process — a threat by a Prot-
estant party to withdraw from talks.

The Ulster Volunteer Force, a

pro-British paramilitary group cur-
rently observing a cease-fire, said
Friday it might puil out next month
from the peace effort unless Britain
authorizedearly paroles forspme of
the group’s prisoners.

Nine members of the rival Insh
Republican Army were released
Friday from prisons in the Irish Re-
public. Pro-BritishProtestantscom-
plained that it was too great a con-
cession.

IrishPrime Minister Bertie Ahern

and British Prime Minister Tony
Blair met for about 45 minutes in
thisnortheastEnglishcity, theirthird
meeting in two weeks. Neither dis-
closed specifics of their meeting.

The Northem Ireland peace talks,

sponscred by the two govemnments,

PMs try to keep
Ireland talks on

began in June 1996 among nine
Northern Ireland parties. The JRA-
allied Sinn Fein party was allowed
to join following the IRA’s deci-
sion to stop its violent campaign
against British rule in July 1997.
The governments wantparamili-
tary representativestostay involved
intalks because they fear the cease-
fires will collapse without them.
Before departing from the Irish
capital, Ahern said the gradual re-
lease of prisoners from both  of
Northemn Ireland’s militant camps
wasessential tobuildingconfidence
and maintaining the cease-fires.
“The faijure to release them is
obviously putting pressure on (pro-
British) loyalist politicians,” Ahem
said. .
Britain'sministerresponsiblefor
goveming Northern Ireland, Mo
Mowlam, will meet the Ulster
Volunteer Force’s political rep-
resentatives Monday in Belfast
to try to ameliorate their com-
plaints.

Moment of truth nears
in ‘Carlos the Jackal’ trial

By ELAINE GANLEY
PARIS (AP) — Attorneys forthe
suspected archterrorist known as
*Carlos the Jackal” are hopeful a
judge will grant their request to
bring ineyewitnesses in his triple-
murder trial.

Judge Yves Comeloup was to
rule on Monday, the seventh day
of the trial, on defense requests
foradditional information and the
presence in the courtroom of the
three eyewitnesses to the 1975
murders in a Paris apartment.

Judicial officials indicated last
week that the trial of the Venezu-
elan-born Itich Ramirez Sanchez
could end by Tuesday.

Ramirez, 48, is accused of kill-
ing two French intelligence
agents, Raymond Dous and Jean
Donatini_both allegedly unarmed
_ and a Lebanese, Michel
Moukharbal, whom Ramirez sus-
pected as an informer.
Moukharbal was acolleague from
the Popular Front for the Libera-
tion of Palestine.

Thisis a May1 996 photo of llich Ramirez Sanchez, better known as

“Carlos the Jackal,” which Ramirez sent from his prison in Paris,
France, to his family in Venezuela. The Polaroid shows Ramirez
standing before a cloth backdrop of flowers and trees holding a cigar

in his mouth.  ap

Ramirez faces a 30-year prison
term if convicted of the three kill-
ings for which he was tried in
absentia in 1992, Under French
law, he must be retried now that

PUBLIC NOTICE

GUIDELINE (ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGE).

I HIS IS TO INFORM ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS THAT THE GOVERNOR'S
JTPA OFFICE is souciming ONE HUNDRED (100) APPLICANTS FOR THE YOUTH
VACATION EMPLOYMENT TRAINING PROGRAM.

GIVEN THE CRITICAL NEED OF ESTABLISHING WORK EXPERIENCES FOR STUDENTS
EXITING THE SCHOOL SYSTEM, PRIORITY CONSIDERATION WILL BE ACCORDED TO HIGH
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SAME AGE RANGE) TO FULFILL THE 100 sLoTs.

RESPECTFULLY,

/sl MARTIN C. PANGELINAN

Deputy Director, JTPA
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he is in custody.

Judicial authorities are investi-
gating several terrorist attacks in
France for which Ramirezisto go
ontrial.  Ramirezand histeam
of lawyers have sought almost
fromthe start toconvince the court
tofind the slaying’seyewitnesses,
all young students at the time, and
to bring them to France for the
trial.

Prosecutor Gino Necchi and
attorneys for SOS-Attentats, the
civil party representing families
of victims, have furiously opposed
such a move, calling it a delaying
tactic.

Without eyewitnesses,
Corneloup has read out lengthy
depositions taken in 1975 from
friends and lovers of Ramirez.

Butsmall facts also were piling
up: fingerprints on a whiskey
bottle and glasses at the Left Bank
apartment where the killings oc-
curred; more fingerprints on a
postcard addressed to a Venezu-
elan friend; compromising ac-
counts of conversations from
former friends and lovers, read
Friday in court.

“I'sent Chiquitin (Moukharbal)
to a better world because of his
betrayal,” read a postcard alleg-
edly sent by Ramirez to a friend,
Maria Otaola.

Ramirez, in what sounded like
a last stand, told the court Friday
that he was not maneuvering for
time with his request for eyewit-
nesses. He said it was in the pub-
lic interest, and in the interest of
grieving families, “so that the truth
be known.”

“Carlos is a dead man, He is
condemned to death,” Ramirez
said.

“fwon'tleave France exceptin
ahostage swap,” he said. “And at
that moment, I'l]l be knocked off.
F'want to die as a revolutionary.™

Ramirez was captured Aug. 14,
1994, in Khartoum, Sudan, and
spirited toParis by French agents.

Once one of the world's
most  wanted terrorists,
Ramirez carried out the 1975
seizure of OPEC oil ministers
and was involved in the 1976
Palestinian hijacking of a
French jetliner to Entebbe,
Uganda, which ended with an
Israeli commando raid. -
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Di’s death top story of 97

By PAUL ALEXANDER
THE DEATH of Princess
Diana in a Paris car crash was
overwhelmingly voted the top
news story of 1997 in an inter-
national poll of Associated
Press subscribers.

The Diana tragedy headed a
year of high-profile obituar-
ies that included Nobel laure-
ate Mother Teresa, Chinese
leader Deng Xioaping, Zaire
strongman Mobutu Sese Seko
and designer Gianni Versace.

“Death of the famous — vio-
lent and not — was featured
on the front pages quite often
this year,” Italian news agency
AGI noted on its ballot.

Ballots were submitted by
119 news media subscribers
in 43 countries on six conti-

~ nents, witheditors listing their

top 10 story choices. Ten
points were awarded for each
first-place vote, nine points
for second and so on down to
one point per 10th-place vote.

The death of Diana in the
early hours of Aug. 31, along
with her companion Dodi
Fayed and their driver,
prompted an outpouring -of
grief worldwide.

Television networks around
the globe covered Diana’s fu-
neral live. Newspapers like
The Cyprus Weekly — which
said in its ballot that the story
received the most coverage in
its 18-year history — ran spe-
cial editions and tributes.

The story garnered 48 first-
place votes and a total of 908
points to easily outdistance
two Asian stories that finished
in a near tie for second place.

The handover of Hong
Kong’s control from Britain
to China was the runnerup in
the poll with 529 points.

Ranked No. 3, with 527
points, was the currency cri-
sis that began in Thailand and
quickly affected other Asian
countries and caused stock
market turmoil worldwide
with 527 points.

In fourth, with 305 points,
was the death of Mother
Teresa, the tireless cam-
paigner for the poor, sick and
underprivileged.

Next were the election of
the Labor Party’s Tony Blair
as Britain's new prime minis-
ter, fifth with 280 points, and
the terrorist attack in Luxor,
Egypt, thatleft 68 people dead,
mostly tourists, No. 6 with 280
points.

The death of Deng Xiaopeng
ranked seventh with 275
points, followed by the near-
stalemate in the Mideast peace
process and terrorist attacks
in Jerusalem, eighth with 267
points.

In ninth place with 266
points was the four-month
hostage siege 'in Lima, Peru,
which ended when comman-
dos stormed the Japanese
Embassy and rescued diplo-
mats and other officials while
killing the hostage-takers.

The successful cloning of
an adult sheep named “Dolly”
by Scottish scientists, which
sparked a debate over the
procedure’s ethics, was 10th
with 251 points.

The second 10 stories, with
point totals:

—The standoff between the
U.N. and Iraq over weapons
inspections, 238.

—The Pathfinder space
probe lands on Mars, 235.

—NATO invites Poland,
Hungary and Czech Republic
to join, 176.

—Zaire’s Mobutu Sese Seko
ousted in civil war and dies in
exile, 173.

—Leftist parties win French
parliamentary elections, 159.

—Muslim violence shakes Al-
geria 152.

—Haze from Indonesia forest
fires blankets Southeast Asia, 121.

—Swiss banks reveal Holo-
caust accounts, 100.

—Fashiondesigner Versace
shot to death in Miami, 91.

—Mir space station

Top ’97 stories

THE TOP 10 international
news stories of 1997, accord-
ing to a worldwide poll of As-
sociated Press news mediasub-
scribers.

Ten points were awarded for
every first-place vote, nine
points for second place, down
toone point foreach 10th-place
vote.

The poll was based on re-
sponses from 119 subscribers
in 43 countries. First-place
votes are in parentheses:

1, Princess Diana’s death
(48), 908 points.

2, Hong Kong handover (6),
529,

3, Asian currency crisis (12),
527.

4,Mother Teresa’s death (2),
30s.

5, Tony Blair elected British
prime minister (5), 290.

6, Attack on tourists in Luxor,
Egypt, leaves 68 dead (1), 280.

7,Deng Xiaoping's death (1),
275.

8, Mideast peace process
bogs down (8), 267.

9, Four-month hostage crisis
in Lima, Peru, ends (3), 266.

10, Scottish scientists clone

“Dolly” the sheep (4), 251.

Roh. ..

Continued from page 2

by hotly contested elections,”
said Paik Seung-ki, a political
science professor at
Kyongwon University.

But some were more criti-
cal.

“It’s nothing but a politi-
cal compromise,” said Kim
Kyong-nam, a Christina
pastor who heads the Hu-
man Rights Committee of
the National Council of
Churches.

The government must free
*“hundreds of prisoners of con-
science” sent to prison for
fighting for greater labor and
human rights, he said.

Monday’s amnesty repre-

sents the ultimate in forgive-
ness by Kim Dae-jung, whose
four-decade political career
was marked by jailings, exile
and assassination attempts by
former military dictators.

Kim wears a hearing aid in
his left ear which he says was
damaged when he was tortured
by government agents in 1980.
But during his campaign, Kim
repeatedly promised not to
seek political revenge. He
publicly supported freedom
for the two jailed ex-presi-
dents. )

Also freed Monday under
the amnesty were 11 loyalists
to the two ex-presidents who
were convicted of bribery, in-
cluding a former opposition
legislator involved in a sepa-
rate bribery case.

Diana’s estate. . .
Continued from page 2

her will.

Burrell, 39, sat up all night by
Diana’s body after she died at a
Paris hospital. He was the only
non-relative present at her private
burial at the Althorp estate and is
still involved in winding up her
affairs.

Also Sunday, Princess Diana’s
mother appealed for privacy as
her family tries to cope with their
first Christmas without her, say-
ing she was dismayed by recent
speculative news articles about
Diana.

“I’'m fed up — I just want the
media to shut up— I'm hurting,”
Frances Shand Kydd told Press
Association from her Scottish
home onthe Isle of Seil near Oban.

A return. ..

Continued from page 8

bies whoarecompletely atourmercy.
But just recently I came across
a copy of the New York Sun’s
famous 1897 editorial whicheven-
tually made me decide to retain
the tale about the sleigh-riding
Santa, without feeling guilty.

The Sun told eight-year-old
Virginia O'Hanlon: How dreary
would the world be if there were
no Santa Claus. It would be as
dreary as if there were no
Virginias. There would be no
childlike faith in them, no poetry,
noromance to make tolerable this
existence. The external light with
which childhood fills the world

would be extinguished.

Come to think of it, if as a young
girl, T was told outright that Santa
Claus was a fake, I would have been

deprived of the only chance to expe-

rience the magic of innocence.
[ wasn’t cheated after all.
TonightIwiil tellmy son, " Yes,
Emmanuel, there is a Santa
Claus.”

troubles, 90.

Other stories that earned at
least 50 points were North
Korea’s famine and economic
troubles; Cambodia’s coup and
Pol Pot’s trial; air crashes in
Sumatra and Guam; the El
Nino weather phenomenon;

the start of talks between Brit-
ain and Sinn Fein; and the
continued spread of AIDS.

Last year, the top stories were
U.S. President Bill Clinton’s re-
election and the political and
physical comeback of Russia’s
Boris Yeltsin.
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Septuplets in

By P. Solomon Banda
CARLISLE, lowa (AP) —
Twenty-two-month-old
Mikayla will be the only
McCaughey child opening
Christmas presents under the
tree this year. Come next De-
cember, seven brothers and
sisters should be tearing
through wrapping paper with
her.

The world’s only living set
of septuplets — born a month
ago to Bobbi and Kenny
McCaughey — are thriving in
the hospital and are expected
to be released late next month.

Mikayla and her mom and
dad plan to spend a quiet
Christmas morning with
Kenny's parents — Val and
Kenneth McCaughey — and
Christmas afternoon with
Bobbi’s parents — Peggy and
Bob Hepworth.

“Its the first time our family
will get together (for Christ-
mas) because everybody had
been living in different
places,” said Barbara Pad-
dock, Mrs. McCaughey's sis-
ter.

The Hepworth clan and the
couple will gather to open pre-
sents and eat a Christmas din-
ner. Bob Hepworth, an or-.
dained Baptist minister, will
read the Christmas story from
the Gospel of St. Luke.

The proud grandfather says
Kenneth, Alexis, Natalie,
Kelsey, Brandon, Nathan and
Joel will get Christmas Day
visitors, “but it’s going to be
mainly a fairly quiet day for
them.”

Since the children’s birth,

the McCaugheys have been
trying to return normalcy to
their lives. They’'ve hired an
agent to handle the countless
inquiries from the media, cor-
porations and well-wishers.

They 've granted few inter-
views, the latest with
“America’s Family Coaches”
— a syndicated weekly reli-
gious show originating in Des
Moines.

“We're focusing more on
our private (life) than the pub-
lic,” McCaughey said on
Saturday’s show. "We under-
stand what our status is, but
we really didn’t ask for it. It
was kind of given.”

At Missionary Baptist
Church, friends of the family
want to help out with the ba-
bies and help the family feel
comfortable.

“The key thing is, they’'ve
been at the center of all this
attention,” Rev. Robert
Brown, pastor of Missionary
Baptist Church. “They don’t
want anything special.
They’re just a family with
eight children. Our role is to
try to make them feel com-
fortable.”

McCaughey, a billing clerk
at a car dealership, has gone
back to work.

Mrs. McCaughey’s swollen
feet have returned to normal
and she can wear her old shoes
again. She’s at home taking
care of Mikayla, nearly 2, and
preparing for the babies’
homecoming. Seven bassinets
line one of the couple’s two-
bedrooms.

Architects are working on

ospital for holidays

LaVena Owens adds teddy bears to
bearing the name of the McCaughey septuplets hang from the glas
the septuplets were born in nearby Des Moines, the town is markin

septuplets. AP

designing a new house that’ll
be built with donated material
and labor next year, a stone’s
throw away from the
McCaugheys’ modest house.

Each day, the couple visits
the hospital, where Mrs.
McCaughey leaves breast milk
for the babies and both par-
ents hold and feed the chil-
dren.

A church committee is sort-
ing donations that keep pour-
ing in and will help the couple
reply to the hundreds of notes,
cards, letters and gifts.

“They realize their lives

Froilan . ..

Continued from page 1

Both are members of the so-
called "Joeten™ clan, named after
the late Jose C. “Joeten” Tenario
whose daughter, Annie, is the wife
of Republican candidate for lieu-
tenant governor, Jesus R. Sablan.

Included in the Republican list

of donors were then Health secre-
tary Isamu Abraham ($1,000), his
deputy secretary Greg S. Calvo
($200)and then Job Training Part-
nership Act executive director
Felix R. Nogis (5200).

All appointees of the Democrat
Tenorio, the three were among
the “disloyal” officials recently
“purged” from the outgoing ad-

ministration.

There were alsotwo anonymous
contributions to the Republican
candidate, totalling more than
$6,000.

Asof presstime last night, how-
ever, no financial statement from
Lt. Gov. Jesus C. Borja, the losing
Independent candidate, was made
available.

Dismissed . . .

Continued from page 1

million. in punitive damages.

Taitano. who had been medical
referral ofticersince July 20, 1990,
saidinhis complaint filed Dec. 12
that on Oct. 3 last year, Tenorio
appointed him to the position of
director of medical referral, with
the implication that Taitano was
graduating fromcivilservice cov-
erage and therefore he served at
the pleasure of the governor, based
on Executive Order 94-3.

Two weeks after Tenorio lost
in the elections, Taitano received
a letter from Tenorio requesting
him to resign by Nov. 17 since
Taitano’s loyalties “‘rest else-
where.”

Disregarding ‘the governor’s

letter, Taitano filed a leave from
Nov. 17 to Jan. 17. 1998, ap-
proved by then Public Health Sec-
retary Isamu J. Abraham, who
himsell was requested 1o resign
by Tenorio.

Buton Nov. 28 Taitanoreceived
asecond letter from Tenorio stat-
ing that pursuant to EO 94-3_ the
plaintiff was terminated effective
Dec. 1.

Taitano accused Tenorio,
Reksid, and Camacho of violat-
ing his pre-termination due pro-
cess guaranteed by the Personnel
Service System Rules and Regu-
lations.

Taitano also alleged that the
three defendants terminated him
because of his political patron-
age, thus infringing his right to
freedom of association under the

First Amendment of the US Con-
stitution.

Taitano blamed Camacho for
signing the personnel action forms
approving his appointment by
Tenorio and foreing his resigna-
tion from the civil service system.

The CSC members, Taitano
said, should not have approved,
100, his appointment to a position
whose service is at the governor’s
pleasure regardless of EO 94-3

since they allegedly knew that

this could not be allowed.
The members breached their
fiduciary and constitutional duty

by failing to protect his civil ser-

vice due process rights and integ-
rity of the merit ssytemof govern-
ment employment, Taitano said.

Taitanois being represented by
lawyer Pamela Brown.

"

- Buckle-Up Saipan

won’t be normal,” Brown said,
“ think the reality-of all that
will hit home when the babies
come home. It’ll redefine nor-
malcy for them.”

Despite theirunique family, the
McCaugheys insist that they
want the children treated like
normal kids.

the display in her Four Seasons Floral gift shop window as stockings
s Friday in Carlisle, lowa. A month after
g its first Christmas as the home of the

il

“When we bring these kids
home... this isn’t going to be a
sideshow and I don’t want a mob
of people standing out in front of
the house,” McCaughey said.
“You might as well stay at home
and you can watch the TVs. It’s
just that we’re a family ... no mat-
ter how many kids we have.”

Legislator . . .

Continued from page 1

years ago was also stopped along
W2 Highway by a cop manning a
laser speed device and was
clocked at 45 miles per hour.
Meanwhile,anemployee of the
Commonwealth Utilities Corpo-
ration was arrested Saturday be-

fore dawn for allegedly driving
under the influence of alcohol
using a government vehicle.

Castro said Daniel Itibus
Roligat, 32, of Chalan Laulau,
was arrested for DUI and misuse
of government vehicle.

Investigation showed that
Roligat was pulled over near Co-
conut Restaurant in Garapan us-
ing a CUC vehicle.

BOE . ..

Continued from page 1

good and I am saddened about the
Board’sdecision. There are some
things thatneed to be looked into,”
he added.

According to Torres’ attorney
John A. Manglona, Farrell should
be “disqualified from voting” be-
cause he has "shown biases against
Torres”.

“We have plans to file a Tem-
porary Restraining Order and re-
lief for preliminary injunction,
which will nullify the Board
Chair’s vote,” said Manglona.

“The BOE members, in mak-
ing this kind of adecision, have to
be open, fair and impartial. This

was not the case in today’s meet-

ing,” he said.

“We have evidence showing
that Farrell is irretrievably biased
against the Commissioner and we
will file either today or tomor-
row,” he added.

The motion for TRO was sub-
sequently filed yesterday after-
noonin Superior Court, Manglona
later informed the Variety.

- Farrell, meanwhile, insisted he
is not “biased” and that it was
“well-known that he was in favor
of terminating Torres™.

“I have no doubt that Torres
will sue the Board, but the deci-
sion has been made by the Board's
majority. The commissioner has
deviated from aggressively pur-
suing Board policies,” said Farrell.

*And I hope that the new Board
will find a leader who will work
closely with the Board and ag-
gressively pursue board policies,”
he said.

Also present in the meeting was
a public school teacher who
claimed that 10 Americanteach-
ers will resign from PSS if the
Commissioner is terminated”.

“We think he is a fabulous leader
and we are upset that the schools
were not consulted. He works
directly with us, so you (Board)
are suppose to ask us,” the teacher
said.

BOE member Thomas
Pangelinan countered, however,
by saying the “'teachers should be
identified, so replacements can
be found”.

. Farrell explained that the “ter-
mination is effective as of the
meeting’s adjournment.”

This is the second time the
Board has sought to terminate
Torres. It failed the firsttime after
a TRO was issued reinstating
Torres as commissioner late Au-
gust.
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Employment Wanted

iMifd

~ Job Vacancy

Announcement

01 MAINTENANCE MACHINE RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$1,000.00 per month
Contact: JUAN P. TENORIO dba
Morgen Enterprises, Inc. Tel. 235-
2611(12/23)T24908

02 STOCK CONTROL CLERK-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.35 per hour

01 FRONT OFFICE MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,700.00 per month

01 ACCOUNTING MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,700.00 per month

02 MAINTENANCE ENGINEER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.35 per hour

01 ASSISTANT MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$800.00-1,200.00 per month

02 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per
hour

01 WAITER-Salary:$3.05-3.35 per hour
01 HSKG, SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.50 per hour

Contact: DIAMOND HOTEL CO., LTD.
dba Saipan Diamond Hotel Tel. 234-
5300(12/23)T69795

02 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.67-3.92 per hour

Contact: O'CONNOR BERMAN
DOTTS & BANES Tel. 234-5684(12/
23)T69796

01 HELPER, COOK-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: ESCOLASTICAT. CABRERA
dba Esco's Bake House/Market Tel.
322-9993(12/23)T24920

04 TRAVEL COUNSELOR-Sal-
ary:$600.00-1,000.00 per month
Contact: HST SAIPAN INC. Tel. 234-
6052(12/23)T24918

01 BOWLING MECHANIC-Sal-
ary:$800.00 per month

02 BOWLING MECHANIC-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.15 per hour

02 COOKS-Salary:$3.05-3.15 per hour
01 BOWLING ATTENDANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 SECURITY GUARD-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: CAPITAL ENTERPRISES
CORPORATION dba Capital Bowling
Center Tel. 233-7899(1/6)T67379

01 MANAGER OPERATION-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: AMERICA Z & S INT'L. CORP.
LTD. Tel. 288-1605(1/6)T25067

01 SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR-Sal-
ary:$8.00-15.00 per hour

Contact: EIGHT CORPORATION Tel.
235-8373(1/6)T25068

02 MAINTENANCE WORKER (BUILD-
ING)-Salary:$3.05-9.39 per hour
Contact: SAM MARIANAS, INC. Tet.
322-3444(1/6)T25069

01 SCUBADIVING INSTRUCTOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: MARIANA SPORTS CLUB,
INC. Tel. 233-0670(1/6)T25070

01 BLDG. MAINTENANCE MAN RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$ 3.05 per hour

01 STEELMAN-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: MANUEL A. TENORIO dba T
& S Construction Tel. 234-8099(1/
6)T67381

01 SALES SUPERVISOR-Salary:$3.25
per hour
Contact: GRAND INTERNATIONAL
CORP. dba Paris Jewelry, Co. (1/
6)T25071

01 FRONT DESK CLERK-Salary:$3.05-
4.17 per hour

Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR-
PORATION dba Dai-Ichi Hotel Saipan
Tel. 234-6412(1/6)T67399

01 (EXPEDITER) LIASON OFFICER-
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: TRANSAMERICA CORPORA-
TION Tel. 234-1629(12/30)T69930

05 DISHWASHER-Salary:$3.05-4.17
per hour

01 LAUNDRY WORKER-Salary:$3.05-
4.17 per hour

Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR-
PORATION dba Dai-Ichi Hotel Saipan
Tel. 234-6412(12/30)T69891

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER
(BUILDING)-Salary:$550.00-650.00 per
month

Contact: STRINGSTONE ENTER-
PRISES INC. dba Bistro Tel. 233-
0640(12/30)T24990

01 ELECTRONICS TECHNICIAN-Sal-
ary:$3.75 per hour

01 STOCK SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$4.00- per hour

Contact: SAM CORPORATION dba
Sam Electronics Tel. 234-5419(12/
30)T25001

01 SCUBADIVING INSTRUCTOR-Sal-
ary:$1,200.00 per month

Contact: ADVANCE MARINE SAIPAN,
CORP. dba A.M.S. Tel. 323-4987(12/
30)T24989.

01 EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPING-Sal-
ary:$2,950.00 per month
Contact: SAIPAN KORESCO CORP.
dba Saipan Koresco Resort Club Tel.
288-6001(12/30)724988

02 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact; SL-FRANCHISE, INC. Tel. 234-
8910(12/30)T24987

01 MASON-8alary:$3.05 per hour

01 BLDG. MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: D & S CONSTRUCTION, INC.
Tel. 234-6397(12/30)T24986

01 FITTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: TUGS AND PILOTS, INC. Tel.
322-7788(12/30) 769913

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: SAMSUNG CORPORATION
Tel. 322-7788(12/30)T69912

02 SCREEN PRINTER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: HIP SHING SAIPAN, INC.
Tel.322-8383(1/6)T25066

01 GOLF COURSE MAINT. LABORER-
Salary:$3.15-3.31 per hour

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.10-3.26 per hour

01 GENERAL MAINTENANCE MAN-
AGER-Salary:$1,900.00-2,100.00 per
month

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$1,900.00-
2,100.00 per month

01 MASON-Salary:$3.20-3.36 per hour
Contact: KAN PACIFIC SAIPAN, LTD.
Tel. 322-4692(1/6) 1767392

WAREHOUSE FOR RENT
Pre-Fab Metal Bldg.
Complete with Loading Dock

Location:

DOKO SAIPAN INC.

NEED

LOCAL HIRE ONLY
(1) OFFICE MANAGER

with knowledge in océounTing,
computer, and prefer bi-lingual of English
and Japanese.

Experience : 3years
Wage ;. $8.00-$10.00 per hour
Contact . Tel. 234-3567

DM@D&T’@ FRIO0RONI @R
SERVICEWRITER
Local hire only.

Sales ability necessary.

Some mechanical experience helpful.

With good command of the English language.
Must have police clearance and valid driver's license.
Salary commensurate with experience.

Package Benefits include Basic Salary, Medical Insurance
401K Retirement Plan, Paid Vacation and Sick Leave.
Last day to apply: December 29, 1997
Please apply personally and contact:
MR. NOEL TAISACAN

Human Resources Manager

¥/ TRIPLE J SAIPAN.INC.

2nd Floor, Triple J Auto Care Center, Middle Road, Gualo Rai, Tel. Nos.: 235-7180/ 234-1795

Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms ¢ Swimming Pool
Tennis Court

KANNAT GARDENS

(Near Northern Marianas College)

235-5686 (8:30 AM to 5:30 PM, Weekdays
235-5849 (6:00 PM to 9:00 PM, Everydai,l))

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Lower Navy Hill
Area: 5,760 sq. ft.
Tel. 234-7452/9380

1-BEDROOM FURNISHED APARTMENT
Located at upper Navy Hill, Fully Concrete, 24 Hrs.
Water, $500'month + $500 Security Deposit,

Does not include utilitics. Contact Pager: 236-1023
or calt 322-3607 after 6:00 p.m.

APARTMENT FOR SALE

ALRNUD total fixed price
monthly income $8,000.00

16 units apartment & 3 commercial stores-fully
occupied
12 years lease remaining

Call Day 234-1233 - _Eve 288-2222

APARTMENT FOR RENT-
Studio Type-$370/month, utility excluded

1 Bedroom-$550/month, utility included
Furnished, in Koblervifle
Quiet, single or couple only
Day-234-1233 - Eve-288-2222

HELP WANTED
ACCOUNTANT!

Must understand all aspects of Computerized software for
GL, AR, AP, preferably MAS30. Must be energetic and
ableto solve problems independently. Local hire preferred.
Salary depends on experience. Conlact 256-0292.
Resume to PPP 361,

FOR SALE
95 JEEP WRANGLER

30,000 « VG-Auto - BlackMHardiop « Loaded *

Aircon + Stereo  $13,000 or best offer
Tel. 287-1577

GALLERIE

20% December Discount Coupon
To Shop and Save, Show this Christmas Coupon

Gallerie Pacifica

Located 2nd Floot above American Dive Shop on Hotel Steet in Garapan
Visa, MasterCard, American Exgrcss. JCB
L QoeoDaily.

ity 10:00AM - 1000PM 2332787
| APARTMENT FOR RENT
1 Bedroom 1 Living Room
Fully Furnished, 24 Hours Hot Cold Water
Royal Condominium Garapan Area

Middle Road, Across Castro Mobil Station
Tel, 233-7188

Conserve
Powenr

LAND FOR SALE/LEASE

the following:

2,359 M?
KOBLERVILLE, OCEAN VIEW
OVERLOOKING PIC/TINIAN
GOOD ACCESS
CALL: 235-0709/LEAVE MESSAGE

Attn:  General Manager
P.O. Box 2725
Saipan, MP 96950

J0B VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Opening for a Manager Position for a Food Wholesale
Company. Must have the following qualifications:

» Must have 2 years experience in a management position.
o At least 2 years previous sales experience.

« Knowledge of Food Products a plus.

* Knowledge of Warehouse Operations a plus.

« Salary will be based on experience.

« Wil provide housing and transportation.

Pis. mail in your resume with a contact number and address fo

$< J{BETTER DRIVERS
F. 33§ BUCKLE UP.

Give information about crimes committed

G A L L
Crimestoppers
234-7272
(PARR) |




Towe

.

J0-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-TUESDAY- DECEMBER 23, 1997

EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider

SOME G DEVELOFED A ALL
THAT CURES PARAOIA

TEES [T WORK?

1 KNOW HOW EXCITED YOU ARE

ABOUT CHRISTMAS, GARFIELD... |:

N0 kKDDING. ..

:
,

5

o /&/‘

HE SAvS SEND HIM
“OLR NAME AND ADDRESS
AND HE'WL MAIL. DU SOVE

AND T KNOW (TS
CHRISTMAS EVE...

QUIET! THE
SOONER I GET
TO SLEEP, THE
SOONER IT'LL
BE TOMORROW!

BOT 1T’
ONLY NOON!

M DAVES 12-24

Charles M.

Schulz

ALL RIGHT I'LL
ASK HIM..

YOU TO COME OUT AND [\

PLAY HOCKEY.. - .
=g

THAT LITTLE KID U\)ANTS\’g

OKAY, WE'LL PLAY THREE
TWENTY-MINUTE PERIODS, AND
1 6ET TO DRIVE THE ZAMBONI !

Sup aIRD.0UAG MBS DAIUN G661 sl

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

By Stella Wilder

Born today, you often are
asked andrequired todo things
in a manner that may not seem
to suit your personality, but
you are so thoughtful, thor-
ough, careful and fiexible that
you can do almost anything!
You have an admirable habit
of coming through with flying
colors where others have
fallen short, and you also have
a way of doing so which at-
tracts only praise and no criti-
cism whatsoever. This has a
great deal to do with the fact
that you are so down-to-earth
and realistic about yourself
that you are never seen to be
self-promoting or cocky in any
Way.

You may have to struggle
with more than your share of
adversity when you are young,
but this can serve to strengthen
your resolve and sharpen your
skills, making you better
suited to tackle what comes
your way when you are older.
As an adult, you may seem to
be invulnerable.

Also born on this date are:
Akihito, Emperor of Japan;
Robert Bly, author; Jose
Greco, dancer; Jim
Harbaugh, football player;
Susan Lucci, actress.

To see what is in store for
you tomorrow, find your birth-
day and read the correspond-
ing paragraph. Let your birth-
day star be your daily guide.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 24

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-

Jan. 19) — Is there any rea-
son for you to steer clear of
the beaten path today? If so,
you must make the decision to
change course as soon as pos-
sible.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18) — You have been focus-
ing on facts and figures too
much lately. It is time to get
your interpretive faculties in-
volved; what do you think and
feel?

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20) — You may have to carry
on today without a trusted ally
by your side. Do not forget the
lessons you’ve learned; they’ll
serve you well.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) — You may be asked to do
some important favors for
people today, and the more
quickly you tend to them the
more likely you’ll impress all
involved. '

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) — You are not likely to be
called upon to do anything out
of the ordinary — af least not
for the first half of the day. Be
ready after dark!

GEMINI (May 21-]June 20)
— You may feel as though
you've been bending over
backwards for someone in
need, when in fact there is one
thing you've left out that needs
to be done.

CANCER (June 21-July
22) — You are looking for-
ward to a new project, but you
mustn’t get so lost in your

-planning that you neglect an-

other job that is nearing
completion.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) —
You may find yourself think-
ing of someone who hasn’t
been a central figure in your
life for some time. A reunion
may be around the corner.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
-— Someone you know and
work well with is likely to
balk at the suggestion that he
hasn’t been doing all he can.
It is time to talk openly.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
— Take time to prepare for
tonight’s events. You don’t
want to walk into a room and
find that you’ve forgotten ev-
erything you need to know!

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21) — You: may be caught
between the need for some-
thing unusual and the desire
to follow the straight and nar-
row path today. Trust your
better instincts. :

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — Someone you meet
today is likely to bring out the
best in you — at least where
work is concerned. Do not try
to combine business with plea-
sure!

Copyright 1997, United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

We hope we never see the day when
a news event is so catastrophic that
they interrupt a trashy TV ad to air it.

_ Look at it this way: If you can't get
into heaven, at least you won’t have
any heating bills to pay where you'll
be going.
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Elway throws four TDs

By John Mossman
DENVER (AP)—Sure,JohnElway
is getting older, but he offered a con-
vincingargumentonSundayhe might
also be getting better.

One week after his worst perfor-
mance in 11 seasons—a  mistake-
prone effort that produced whispers
he was finally playing old — the 37-
year-old Elway answered his detrac-
tors.

He threw four touchdown passes,
leading Denver past San Diego 38-3
and assuring the Broncos of playing
at home in their first playoff game, a
wild-card contest against Jackson-
ville on Saturday.

Denver (12-4) extended its regu-
Jar-season winning streak at home to
16 games as Elway completed 17 of
26 passes for 273 yards before leav-
ing in the third quarter. In a loss
Monday at San Francisco, Elway
was 16-for-41 for 150 yards with two
interceptions and one fumble.

“Everybodyrealizeswedidn’tplay
very good in our last two games, so it
was nice to putitall together,” Elway

Keys Broncos’ rout over Chargers, 38-3

said. *“This will be a big boost for us
going into next week.”

Elway, who finished the season
witha career-high 27 TD passes, had
three in the second quarter alone, two
to Rod Smith. That helped compen-
sate for the absence of AFC rushing
leader Terrell Davis, whodid notplay
because of a slightly separated right
shoulder.

“If this were a playoff game, he
could have played,” coach Mike
Shanahan said. “He wasn’t100 per-
cent, so we thought it appropriate to
givehimarest.Ibelievehe 'llbeready
to go next week.”

SanDiego (4-12)finished the sea-
son with eight straight losses.

*“You pick your poison,” Chargers
coach KevinGilbride said.“Youlose
Terrell, such a great runner, you put
the ball in Elway’s hands, one of the
greatest quarterbacks of all time.

“We did some good things early,
but when our injuries continued to

mount, we became very restricted in
what we were able to do. We've been
ravaged by injuries, and that’s made
itan impossible task to play againsta
team of that stature.”

The Broncos, snapping their own
two-game skid, dominated after a
tentative start and held a 24-3 half-
time lead.

The Chargers were awarded an
early safety when Elway waswhistled
for intentional grounding in the end
zone. But justbefore Denver’ssubse-
quent free kick, referee Jerry
Markbreitstoppedplay, huddled with
other officials and issued a correc-
tion, saying that Elway had been at
the 2-yard line not in the end zone.
The safety was erased.

San Diego running back Gary
Brown carried six times and caught

two passes to set up Greg Davis’ 26-

yard field goal later in the opening
quarter, but Brown was sidelined for
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Philade/[Jhia 76ers Center Theo Ratliff, left, and guard Aaron McKie laugh during a news conference in
Philadelphia. Ratliff and McKie were traded from the Detroit Pistons for Jerry Stackhouse and Eric

1997 SSA Men’s Slowpitch

Compiled By Margaret B. Tenorio

For the Varety
Division “B” :
Name: Team: Ave:
1.Mke C.LonGuemen Toyda Tels B67
2. Fred Kaipat (a4 B
3. Tio Lariyo Lay4 B0
4, Mars Kieimen Midpac Suvays 571
5. Tom Blas Mipac Suvays 533
6. Aebet Lizame, .~ Hustlers .
Randall Aguon Midpac Suays
1. Rechard Atalig MenatWok 407
Jose C. Camacho JC. Fadang A67
8. Jests Hoeog Husters 438
9. By Amoia Mopac Swrays 412
10. Ezdel Fital Lay4 375
Homerun:
MikeC. leonGuerero  Toyola Teks 3
J Laniyo " GR.Crew 3
8payerstea: 2
Triples:
Aniorio Celis Husters 3
Ben Cabvera MenAtWok 3

4players tieat 2
Doubles:

Jests Hooog Hustiers 4
MkeC.lenGuerero  Toyola Teks 4
Eifwin Kaipat Lay4 4
Richard Alalig MenAtWok 4
Aliabert Lizarma, 1. Hustlers 3
Eic Tudela ToplaTeks ~ 3
Lus Waller Senyeving 3
Syl lay4 3
Adde Reusora Mdpac Suvays 3
RBIs:

MikeC.Leon Guetern  Toyola Teks 11
Rick Viazon Senyeving 10
Tom Bias Mdpac Surays 10
£nc Tudea ToplaTeks 8
Fred Kaipat Ly 4 8
Most Runs;

Adde Reusora Senyevins 1
Eric Tudela Toyola Teks 9
5payersteat 8

Sanders . . .

Continued from page 32

Sanders, who ran for [ 14 yards in
the fourthquarter alone, became only
thethirdplayetin NFLhistory torush
for 2,000 yards in a season after O.J.
Simpson and Eric Dickerson.

Dickerson, the single-season
record-holderwith 2,105, was cheer-
ing Sanders fromthe Detroitsideline.
Sanders, who finished with 2,053,
alsoextended hisrecord for consecu-
tive games rushing over 100 yards to
14,

YetSanders, carried off the field by

his offensive linemen, was only con- -

the remainder of the game with a
strained groin.

On the third play of the second quar-
ter, Elway hit Smith with an 11-yard
touchdown pass on a play that initially
was ruled incomplete because Smith
appeared not to have gotten both feet
down in the comer of the end zone.
Officials huddled for several seconds,
then signaled the touchdown.

Afteranexchangeofinterceptions,
Elway hit Smith againona 1 5-yarder
fora 14-3 lead.

Five minutes later, Elway passed
29 yards to Shannon Sharpe, then
found Ed McCaffrey onal-yard TD
throw on the next play.

VaughnHebrontumedshortpasses
into 21- and 20-yard gains and Jason
Elam kicked a 25-yard field goal late
in the half.

Denver wasted no time adding to
itslead in the second half. On the first
play from scrimmage, Sharpe got
single coverage from 258-poundline-
backer Patrick Sapp, easily beat him
along the left sideline and hauled in
Elway’s pass for'a 68-yard touch-
down and a 31-3 lead.

With Bubby Brister replacing
Elway, the Broncos went 90 yards in
18 plays, consuming 10:25 of the
final period for Derek Loville's 6-
yard scoring run. ’

Sharpe finished with eight catches
for 162 yards, joining Smith as 1,000-
yard receivers.

| cerned for his fallen teammate after

the game.

“The mainthing I’'m worried about
ishis family,” Sanders said. “We lost
ateammate, but that’s not really sig-
nificant. Thope hismomisOK and he
comes out of it OK. We’re praying
for him that he comes out 100 per-
cent”

Sanders had just 23 yards rushing
for the game when, on the final play
of the third quarter, he broke a 47-
yard draw play to the Jets 17. Several
plays later, he ran 15 yards for a
touchdown and a 13-10 Detroit lead
with 13:11 remaining.

“Barry, he’s unbelievable,” Jets
safety Victor Green said. “We broke
downacoupleof playsand he beatus.
That’sbeen Barry, though, the whole
season. You can shuthim down fora
while, then he breaks one.”

Sanders’ go-ahead touchdown
pumped the crowd up, and the Jets (9-
7)hadtrouble hearing signalsontheir
next possession. Officials threatened
to charge the Lions with a timeout if
the crowd didn’t quiet down.

Momentslater, the Sitverdome fell
silent when Brown went down. The
game was delayed 17 minutes until
an ambulance carried Brown out of
the stadium.

“If you ask anybody on this team,
we’d give up the 2,000 yards and
we’d give up this victory if it would
make Reggie Brown healthy,” offen-
sive guard Jeff Hartings said. “His
career could be over.”

When play resumed, the Jets drove
tothe Lions 9, where Leon Johnson,
atiempting a halfback pass, was in-
tercepted in the end zone by Bryant
Westbrook. The interception was
called although Westbrook was jug-
gling the ball as he fell out of bounds.

*“Wehad poor judgmentby Leonon
thatplay,” JetscoachBill Parcells said.

The Lions then went back to work,
trying to get Sanders the yards he
needed.

Sanders rushed six times for 35
yards, getting the Lions to the Jets 42.
Onfourth-and-2, the Lionselected to

punt, with Sanders 2 yards short of
2,000.Butthe Jetscouldn’tmove and
punted back, giving Detroit the ball at
its own 42 with 2:15 left.

Sanders gained the needed 2 yards
on the first carry and was mobbed by
his teammates. Coach Bobby Ross
attempted to send Tommy Vardell
into the game, but Sanders refused to
come out. He justified his decision
immediately, breaking a 53-yardrun |
on the next play to the Jets 3.

Then he headed for the bench.

Sanders was again mobbed by his
teammates, and he gota hug from his
father, William. Afterthe game, Sand-
ers’ linemen carried him off the field.

“The most significant thing com-
ing into this game was making sure
we could play next week, and the
2000 yards, that was secondary,”
Sanders said. “Tneverexpected to be
able to do this and I'm etemally
grateful that it happened and I'm
fortunate that I'm in elite company
and I'm just very thankful.”

The Jets controlled both sides of
the line during the first quarter, build-
ing a 10-0 lead. The Lions had to
settle for Jason Hanson’s 44-yard
field goal on the final play of the half.

The Jets were full of confidence
early in the game, driving for scores
on their first two possessions.

Neil O’Donnell,” who was 21-of-
35 for202yardsand one interception,
drove the Jets 60 yards in 12 plays for
a32-yard field goal by John Hall and
a3-0lead.

Reminder. ..

Continued from page 32

[t said the softball field and the
basketball and volleyball courts
areclosed toindividual team prac-
tices.

The Kintetsu Buffalo baseball
team will be arriving in late Janu-
ary, so the ballfield will be closed
forrenovation. The Buffaloes will
use the batlfield for their practice
games until mid-February.

Wabol . ..

Continued from page 32

Ace winner. He scored 38 front,
41 back, handicap 5 and total gross
of 69.

Closest to the pin category was
Joe Camacho in hole #3 and Joe
Mafnas in hole #13.

The award presentation was held
Sundayatthe | 3FishermenPavillion.

Theelection of the new officers for
1998 was also held, with Tony
Rogolifoi being re-elected. Jess
Wabol was alsore-elected vice presi-
dent.

Joe Mafnas is the new secretary
while Sonny Flores will be serv-

ing his second term as treasurer.

The members willmeetsometime
this week to appoint the board mem-
bers.

The RGA Cup tournament started
in 1994.

Past Cup holders are Henry
Magofna in 1994, Sonny Flores in
1995, and Ben Duenas last year.




1997 BANMI League:

Get Covered

Team Win  Loss
Ntl Team 5 0
Get Covered 4 1
Lite 3 1
Toyota Wheels2 1

Hi-Five 2 1
Kontrarios 1 3.
Lebwel 1 2
LA. Dept. O'Aces 0 4

Spoilers 0 5

By Priscilla T. Castro

Variety News Staff
THE Nationals remained unde-
feated in its game against the
Kontrarios Friday during con-

Remmder for

By Pnscnlla T. Castro

Variety News Staff
THE Susupe Sports Complex statt
said it is still encountering prob-
lems of last-minute reservations
orsimply noreservations at all for
the use of the complex’s various
facilities.

Effective immediately, anyone
who wish to use any of the facili-
ties within the sports complex
must make reservation in writing
at least one week in advance, the
management said.

It said if the advance request is
not submitted, the use of the facil-
ity would not be allowed.

The gym staff also requests all
teams desiring to practice on the
baseball field to submit a request.

Continued on page 31

Phlladelphla Eagles runnung back Duce Staley (22)
first-half action at Jack Kent Cooke Stadium in Lan

32. AP

tinuation of the BANMI League
tournament at the Gilbert C. Ada
Gymnasium.

The Nationals clobbered the
Kontrarios, 130-74.

Nationals’ Ed Diaz was the
main man of the evening having
made 26 points of which 20 were
inputted during the second half.

Edsel Mendoza contributed the
second highest points, 23, fol-
lowed by Tony Diaz, 20.

In the second game, Get Covered
Surf defeated Spoilers, 101-70.

The top scorer for Get Covered
Surf was Steve Rasa, with 26

demolish Spoilers

points. He was followed by Dino
Manning, with 24 points.

The Spoilers sustained its fifth
loss which top scrorer Diego
Masga tried to avert with his 32
points.

Get Covered Surf is now in
second place in the overall stand-
ing, while the Spoilers are in the
last place.

The BANMI League will re-
sume Jan. 2 next year with the
CNMI Nationals pitted against
GetCovered Surfin the first game
and Hi-Five against the Toyota
Wheels in second game.

Aschooscho prevails .

-over MCS in volleyball :

Team Win Loss
Hornets
Aschooscho
MCS Knights
T-8ers

GCA Eagles

)

1

!

|
U) Ghasias Girls
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By Priscilla T. Castro

Variety News Staff
ASCHOOSCHOO won over
s the MCS Knights after leading
A in two of the three sets of the
A 1997 Girls Youth Volleyball

League at the Gilbert C. Ada

8 Gymnasium.
Bl After sustaining a backlash in
4 the first set, Aschooschoo came
B back to defeat the Knights in the

leading the way with 6 puts.

is swarmed by the Washmgton Redskms defense durlng
dover, Md., Sunday. The Redskins beat the Eagles, 35-

second set, withConnie Camacho

Camacho also made two kills
in the second set.

Aside from Camacho, Ruslyn
Billy and Nadine Lizama both
contributed several points to their
tearn for'a victory in the second
set.

In the third set the Aschooscho
won the game with Donella
Somol, Nadine Lizama and
Connnie Camacho being the top
players.

The 1997Girl’s Youth Volley-
ball League will be on leave for
the holidays and will resume in
January 5 with T-8ers playing
against Homnets.
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Los Ange/es Cllppers Darrlck Mart/n coll/des with Boston Celt/cs
Walter McCarty under the basket in first-half action in Boston Sunday.
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‘Wabol wins RGA Cup

By Priscilla T. Castro

Vanety News Staff
JESS Wabol captured the 1997
RGA Cup last Sunday at the
Laolao Bay West Course after
he shot a low gross of 67.

Wabol and Sonny Flores both
shotalow gross of 67, but Wabol
leaned on five birdies on the
front nine to defeat 1995 cham-
pion Flores who settled for the
second place.

Wabol scored 33 front, 38
back, handicap of 4 and total
gross of 67, while Flores scored
38 front, 41 back, handicap 12,
and a total gross of 67. Wabol
also won the lowest net score of

Jess Wabol

the year award.
The third place went to Joe
Camacho, who was the October
Continued on page 31

By Harry Atkins
PONTIAC, Mich. (AP) — Barry
Sanders got his 2,000 yards and car-

ried Detroit into the playoffs. Never-
theless, it was a somber Lions locker
room Sunday.

Sanders rushed for 184 yards and
the winning touchdown in a 13-10
comeback victory that kept the New
York Jets out of the AFC playoffs.
YetSandersand histeammates turned
their attention after the game to Iine-
backerReggie Brown, whowastaken
off the field in an ambulance early in

the fourthquarterwithabruisedspine.

Brown was knocked unconscious
when he tackled Adrian Murrell. He
later regained consciousness and was
able to move his wms and legs.

“We play a violent game,” said
Mark Carrier, who had one of three
Detroit interceptions. *When some-
thing like that happens, the game all
of a sudden is unimportant.”

The Lions (9-7) play an NFC wild-
card game at Tampa Bay next Sun-

®- Gontinued on page 31
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