





The Governor shall have thirty days, after adjournicnt of the Legislaturo

sine die, to consider bills presented to hin less than ten days before such

adjournment, or presenived aftor adjourniuent, and any such bill shall becomo

lav on the thirtieth day if iU is necither signed nor returned on or before

that day.

Section 20, Upon the receipt of a veto message from the Governor, the

Iegislature may proceed to recconsider the vetoed bill, or the item or itecus

vetoed, and again vote upon such bill, or

recongideration such bill, item or items,

vote of the members of the Legislature on

Jaw,

If upon receipt of the veto message from the Governor,

in the next general or special s

is no% in session or recess, the Legislature

essione.

such iten or itemse

If after such
shall be anproved by a two=thirds

one reading, the same shall become

the Legislature

may reconsider the vetoed bill

A vetoed bill nay be amended to meet the Governor'!s objections and,

if so amended and passcd, only one reading being

it shall be presented again to the Governor, buv

he shall sign it within ten days

atver

J

resanvatione

Section 21, The Governor, Lieutenant Governor or a Jusvice of the

District Court nay be removed Ifrom office

for nmisfeasance or malfeasance in office,

The Lerislature shall have the power

such power by a resolution of inpeaciment

the members of Jeglslaturce

Upon the adoption of a resolution of

ox

unon conviction of impeachment

for conviction of a felonye

impeachiient and may exercise

adopicd by a two=thirds vote of

impeachnent of the Governor or

Lieutenan: Goveraor, a notice of impeachnent shall be Torvhwith served

o

upon the Chiel Justiice

Legislature, who shall thereupon call a se

£ the Distriet Court, by the Chiel Clerk of the

ssion of the District Court to'

meet within ten days after such notico to try the inpeachnent.

Sy

Upon the adopiion of a resolution of impeachnent of a Justice of the

District Gowrt, a n

otice of impecachnent shall be {orthwitn served upon

tho Govornor, by the Chief Clerk of the Legislature, who shall thereupon
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shall become law only if

required for such passaze,




conveno a special itribunal as proseribed by law to mecet within thirty days
at the Capita;, Yo sit as a Court to try such inmpeachinent, which Court
.shall organize by elocting one of its members o prcsidc.v

A conviction of impeachment shall require the concurrence of two-thirds
~of the members of the Districl Court or special tribunal.

The Iegislature may by law »rovide for tho.manncr and proccdure of
removal by impeachmente ' J ’
Judgomonts.in cases of impeachment shall not extend beyond removal
from office and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor,
trusf or profit under the District Govermmeni, out such person convicted

may.nevertheless be liable and subjacb'bo indictmcnb,.trial, Jjudgement

and punishment according to the law,

ARTICLE IV

The xtecutive

Section 1. The executive power of the District Government shall be

vested in the Governor,

2.

The Governor shall be elected by the gualified voters of Yap District
at a general election. The person receiving the hizhest numober of votes,
and at least forty-{ive percent of the voues cast, shall be the Governor,
In case no person receives Joriy-Iive percent of the votes cast, the
selection of the Govérnor shall we determined by special election between
the two persons receiving the highest nwaber of votes in the general
electioﬂ.

‘The torm of Governor shall bezin at noon on the scecond lionday in

- -~

January following the sencral clection and end at nhoon on the second

0D

Honday in January, four ycars thercalte

)

No person shall be eligiPle for the Office of the Governor unless

he is at loast thiriy-Cive years of age, is a citizen of the Trust Territory

1 s 2 . b et AANT N Ve 2t v a
of the Pacific Islands by birth, and a IresiGenv of Yap District for at

least twenty-fivo ycars and five years inmcdiately preceding filing for
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offic:, is a qualifled vover of Yap Disuriet, and never have beon convicted
of a felony unless ho has roceived e pardon resvoring his civil rights.

The Governor shall not hold another public o-{ice, or employment,
durinz his tera of office. . ,

No person who has been elected Governor for two full successive terms
shall again be eligible to hold that office until one full term has
gntorvened.

Section 2. There shall be a Lieutenant Governor who shall have the .
same qualifications as the Governor, provided that in case the Governor is
a resident of the Yap Islands Proper, the Iieubtenant Governor shall be a
resident of the Quter Islands, and in case the Governor is a resident of
the Outer Islands, the Lieutenant Governoxr shall be a residgnt of the Yap 08 W L% ¢

Islands Proper.

o

Where the Governor-is a resident of the Yep Islands Proper, the Governor

shﬁll nominate and appoint the Lieutenant Governor with the advicé and consent

of the Council of Tamol, and where the Covernor is a resident of the Outer

Islands, the Governor shall noninate and appoint the Lieutenant Governor . i
uifh tﬁe advice and consent o the Council of Pilung.

Section 3., The Governor and Licutenant CGovernor shall receive annual
salaries as prescribed by law. Such salaries shall nol be increased or
decreased for their respective terns of office, except by general law
applying to salaried oificers of the District Goverimente

Section 4e A vacancy in the Office of the Governor shall be filled
for the unexpired term by special clection, eicept that when there is an
unexpired term of less than onc year, vhe Iieutenant Governor shall

N A

becone Governor. In the event of the absence of the Governor from Yap
District, or his inability lo oxercise and discharge the powers and

duties o nis officec, such povers and duiies shall devolve upon the

Licutcnani Governor during such absence or disabilitye
A vacancy in tho O7fico of tﬁc Licubscnant Governor shall be filled
in the same mannor as the original appoiniment, and in the event of the
ﬁbscnco of tho Liecutenant Governor from Yap District, or his inability vo
exerciss and dischargze the poucrs and duties of ﬁis office, such powers

and dutios shall devolve upon such officers in such order of
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guccession as may be provided by law,

Whenever for a poriod of six months, the Governor or the Licutenant
90vernor has been continously absent from office or has been unable to
discharge the duties of his office be reason of mental or physical disability,
?he Office shall be deemed vacant., The procedure for determining absence and
disability may be prescribed by law,

Section 5. The Governor shall be responsible for the faithful
execution of the laws. To this end he shall have power, oy appropriate
action or proceeding in the couris brought in the name of the District
Governnent, to enforce compliance with the Charver or legislative power,
duty, or right by any office, department or agency of the District Govern=

‘ment or any of its subdivisions; bul t#is power shall not be construed to
authorize any action or proceeding against the Legislature.

Section 6. The Gévernor may grant repricves, commutavions and pardons,
_after convietion, for offenses other than impeachment, subject to regulation
by law; No reprieve, comautation or pardon uay be granted to a person
holdiné the O0ffice of Governor or Lieutenani Goveriore

Section 7. Thne Governor shall communicate Yo the Legislature, by
nessage ab the bezinning of each regular session and at ovher timog as
he may deem necessary, the condivion of the Disérict, and shall in like
manner recommend measures as he may deem desirablee

Section 8. All execubive and administrative ofiices, departments
and instrumentaliti;s of the District Governnent and their respective
functions, powers and duties shall be allocated by lawe

Each principal department shall be under the supervision of the
Governor and shall be headed by a single executive unless otherwise provided
by lav, Such single executives shall be nominaced and appointed by the

Governor, with the advice ané consent of the Legislature, to serve at the
pleasure of the Governor during his term of offico and until the appointment
and qualification of their successors, except that the removal of the chief
legal officer of the District Governuent shall be subject to the advice
and consent of the Legislaturce

Whenevor a board, commission or other body shall be the head of the

principal department or a regulatory or quasi-judicial agency, the members
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shall be nominated and appointed by the Governor with the advice and
consent of the Legislature. The iterm of office and recmoval of members
shall be as prescribed by law, i |

Section 9. If required to proserve public pecace, health or safety,
at a tinme of extreme emergency caused by eivil disturbance, nasural
'disaster, or immediate threat.of war or insurréction, the Governor inay
declare a state of emergency and issue appropriate decreess

A declaration of emergency shall not impair the power of the judiciary
except that the declaration shall be free Trom judicial interference for
fifteen days after I i1s firs% issueds A declaration of emergency may
impair a civil right to the 6xtent acvually required for the preservation
of peace, health or safeiy. '

.Within thirty days altor the declaration cf emergency, the Legislature
shall convene at the call of the Speaker or the Governor vo consi.er revoca=
vion, amendment or exiension of the declaratione Unless it expires by its

own verns, is revoked or exiended, a declaration of emergency is effective

for vhirtvy days.

ARTICLE V

The Judiciary

Section 1o The judicial power of vhe District Goverament shall ve

. ] N 920 e | <5 L % s
vesied in the District Court, municipal couris, and other courts or iriounals

-

as uey from time to tine be creaved by law.
Section 2. The District Court chall be the aighest court of the

District and shall consist of a Chn jef Justice and two Associate Jusiices.

The number of Associave Justices nay be increased dy law upon the requestv

- O3 <] o i 0,
of the Disiricht Courie As prescribed by law, revired Jusvices of the

District Court may serve temporarily on the Distriel Court at vhe request
> , e -y %l ~
of tho Chiel Justice. In case of vacancy in the Ofllce of’ the Cniel

'A . » tan et S o~ A S o
Justice, or if nhe is ill, adsenu or otnorwise unavle vo serve, an Associavo
Jusiice desiznated in accordance Wivd the rules of vthe District Court shall

serve tcmporarily in his placce
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Soction 3. The Governor shall nominate and appoint, with the advice
and consent of the Legislaiure, the Chief Jusiice and Associate Justices
of the District Court. Justices of the District Court shall hold their
:offices auring good bohavior,

Section 4e A Justice of the District Court shall be a citizen of
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands by Birth, be at least thirty-
five years of age, have been a resident of Yap District for at least
twenty-five yecars and five ycars immediately preceding his appointment,
be learned in the law, and possess additional qualifications as may be
prescribed by lawe

Section 5. Compensation of Justices of the District Court shall be
prescribed by lawe Their compcnsatioﬁ shall not be decreased during their
respecvive terms of oilfice, oxcept by general law applying to salaried
officers of the Disirict Government.

Section 6, Justices or judzes of municipal courts, and other courts
or tribunals, shall be selecied in a nanner, for terms, and with qualifiw-
catioﬂs as prescribed by lawve

Section 7. The courts and tribunals shall have original and appellate
Jurisdiction as prescribed by lawe The courts shall constitute a unified
judicial system for operation and adainistrations

Section 8 The District Court shall make and promulgate rules governing
the adninistration of all courtse It shall make and promulgate rules governw
ing the practice and:procedure in civil and criminal cases in all courts,
vhich shall h;ve the force and effect of law, provided tnab the Legisla=
ture may establish or change such ru;és by lawe The District Court shall
ve a court of record. :

Section 9. The Chicf Justico of the District Court shall be the
adninistrative head of all courts. The Chiel Justice shall, with the
approval of the District Court, appoint an administrative director to

‘serve at his pleasuro and 10 supervise tho adninistrative operations of

tho courtis.
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Section 10, Couri decisions shall be consistent with this Charter,

Yap traditions and customs, and the social and ceographical configuration

cof Yap Districl. l

ARTICLE VI

Councils of Traditional Leaders .

Section 1, There shall be a Council of Pilung end Council of Tamol
which shall exercise legislative, judicial and executive functions which
concern traditién and custon as prescribed by this Charter or by statute.

Section 2, The Council of Pilung shall be composed of traditicnal
leaders of the respective municipalities of the Yep Islands Proper. The
traditional lecaders of each municipolivy shall appoiﬁt one membor to
the Council and provide fo;'the nanner of succession.

Secvion 3. The Council of Tamol shall be composed of itraditional
leaders of the respective municipalitics of the Outer Islands. The
traditional leaders of each municipality shall appoint one meniber io
the.Council and provide for the manner of succccsion. The Chairman of
“%he Councii shall be whe parvamount traditional leader recognized by the

people of the Outer Islandse

RTICLE VII

. Taxation and Finance
~ 2 ahe ) P
Scetion 1. Tho power of taxation shall never be surrendered, suspended

. .

or coniracted awvay, except as provided in ¥his Charvers

Section 2, 1o tas: shall be loviea or appropriatvion of public money
made or public property transferred exceept for a public purposce

~ 3 2 o P DN Y e S v D LY
Seetion 3. The property of citizens ol vae LIude Territory of the

T .« s R J r. 2 aloand e o | tax <
Pacific Islands residing without Xap Districs chall never be vaxed av a

i Yooy B¢ ad P o~ 2 2
higher rate than property bolonzing vo tho .residents of Yap Districte
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Section 4. The property of the District Government or its political

subdivisions shall be exeupt from taxation under conditions and exceptions

wnich may bo provided by lawe Other exemptions nay be granted by general

law,

Section 5. Private leascholds, contracts or interests in property
owod or held by the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, the District
Government, or its.polilical subdivisions, shall be taxable to the extent

of interest.

Section 6, Standards of appraoisal of all property assessed by the
District Government or its politicu! subdivisions shall be prescribed by
lav,

.Section 7 The taxinz power shall be reserved to the District
Government, except so much thereof zs may be delcgated by the Legislature

power to tax real property shall

»
@
C

to the municipalities, provided that ©h
be a municipal power.

The Iegislature shall have the powver to apporiion disirict revenues
among the several mwicipalitvies.

Section 8, Appropriation bills enacled by the Legislature shall not
provide for the appropriation of funds in excess of amounts as are available
or estinated to be available from revenues raised pursuant to the tax laws
or other revenue laws of “he District Government and received or estimated

|

' e - + m 3 &
to be rececived fron tax laws and other revenue laws of the Trust Territory

O the Pacific Islands.
1 LY . : L
Section 9, No money shall be withdrawn from the District Government

e N 7 2 A L) W - . .
treasury except in accordance wiin appropriations made by lawve No obligation

for the payment of money shall be incurred exccpt as authorized by lawe Un=

obligated appropriations outstonding

by law shall be voide

Section 10, Tho Governor shall submi® to the Legislature, at a time

s . 3 ' sne forth @ smlete plan of proposed
Preserived by law, a budget setiing iorva a complete p prop

Xpenditures and anticipated receipis of the District Government for the
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ensuing fiscal yocar, together with other inforumation as the Legislature
pay requiree The budget shall be submitted in a form prescrisod by law.

The Governor shall also, upon the opening of each regular session
of the Legislaturc, submit bills to provide f&r proposed expenditures
.and for any recommondcd additional revenues by which the proposed expen=
ditures are to be mel, Such bills shall be introduced in the Legislature
upon the oﬁening of each regular sessione

Section 11e The Legislature may appoint an auditor to serve at its
pleasure, He shall be a certified public accountants The auditor shall
conduct audits as prescribed by law and shall report to the Legislature

and the Governore

ARTICLE VIII

Local Government

Section 1. The Legislature shall provide for the establishment
municipalities and other political subdivisions within the District and provide
.for the government thereofs FEach municipalivy Or'éolitical subdivision shall
have and exercise powers as shall be conferred under general laws, Irunicipas

lities may be merged, consolidated, classified, reclassified, or dissolved

in a manner prescribed by general lawe
Section 2. Each runicipality shall have power to Irame and adopt a

charter for its own self government within limits and under procedures as

may be prescribed by genoral lave
Janicinal charter provisions with respect to a municipalityls
structure and organization shall be superior to statutory provisions,

subject to the authority of the Legislature to enact general laws alloca=

3 -3 - . £ . . e
ting powers and functions of municipalitiese

A lav may qualify as a general lav eventhoush it is inapplicable to

s Ol TiERan v
one or more municinpalities by reason of the provisions of this sectione

Section 3., Agreemenis, including those for cooperative or joint

nay be wade by any municipality

adninistration of aay funciions or powers,

or with tho District Government, unless

_With any othor municipality,




rovided by lav or municipal charier,
An agency shall be established by law :!.n tho

et Government to advise and assist muni Py

orm other duties as prescrived oy lawe ‘ ui
ARTICIE IX e tolataney

Health, Educar.ion and Welfaxre .. -

The District Goverm;ent shall provide for the protection
 of the public health, v dermeretlon M08 maolms

2e n@é-District Government shall have the power to F;:o;:-_x;'vj.dga_‘_ffo:;;- ' ‘ .
tation, as wall as domiciliary care, of mentally or .

ndicapped persons. : o : A‘w

The District Governmant shall have the po{:er ‘o ‘provide J

’sons unable to maintain a standard of living compatible

 The District Government shall have the power to conserve =

ifﬁral beauty, objects and places of historic or cultural g -u

.» y " 3" :;t":,4 3 ‘4’_'[1 ~ J_f :':‘,
liness and physical good order, and for that We priv;'te o
i e cag toed By Tl SHAPLEFTISATE
L 'be subject to reasonavle regulation by lawe (il

. The District Government shall provide for the eatab:_lishment,

Y
LN

1, public libraries and other edum»iM ;I.na.
,&'Gsiranle, including whysical facilities ther;?oz, m:pg

regation in public educational institutionsige;g S o?‘ raoe,.
> amproadated

ARTICLE X
% of Resources

Conservation and Developmen

iet Gofcrnmcnt shail nromote the conservation,

1o Tho Distr
ubilization of agricultural, marine, mineral, forest, s



land and other natural resources,
2, Radioactive, toxic chemical, or other harmful substances :
tested, stored, used, or disposed of within the jurisdiction of s \
without tﬁe express approval of the District Government and
dcipal govermaenis in a manner prescribed by lawe

3¢ Title to land or walers within the District may be acquired
8 of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands or a corporas-
d by such citizens, g :

4s An agreement for tue use of land where a party is not a | ?
{ __g.,&'msi; Territory of the racific Islands. or a corporation not _“-ﬁ_.\‘u R -_;
by such citizens shall not exceed a tem of fifty years. The | W

ay prescrive a lesser lLorm.

ARTICLE XI

General Provisions

1e liothing in this Charier shall take away a role or function

leader as recognized by cusion and radition, or shall

na.

ing recognized, honored, and given formal

traditional lcader from be ‘
government as prescrived by this Charter .

1l roles at any level of

n 2, Colonia shall be the Capital of the Yap District Governments

don 3, The District Government and ivs political subdivisions

With the United Statos and iis territories, the Trust

of the Pacific Islands, and other Districts and their poli'bical ' +

: ons on matters of common interesy, and funds wmay be appropriated
‘such cooperaiione
The employment of persons in the civil service, as

b)' law, of or under 4he District Govermexjft, shall be governed

e morit principlee
ool -~ Hot % ‘ n the duties of
ion 5. 1 A1l public officers, beiore entering upo e o



shall vao and subscribe to the following oath or affirmation:

swear (or affirn) that I will support and defend the Charter W

strict Government, and that I will faithfully discharge my:

to the best of my ability." The Legislature may

her oaths or affirmations.

The enumeration in this Charter of specified powers
construed as limitations upon the powver of the District

) provide for the gencral welfare of the peoples
5 extent that their respeciive natures permite.. P E ALY

ARTICL ': X1I

r legislature Elcction Distriects

I 1s The first clociion disirict shall be the Yap Islands

have six members.

The sccond election district shall be the Outer Islands J

¢ four memoerse A !

‘

ARTICLE XIII

Anendnent and Revision

' 1. Revisions of or amendmenis Yo this Charter may be

the Logislature by adopbing the same in the manner required

fion, by a two-thirds voie of ihe members of the Legislaturee

bion 2, At a general or special oleciion, or a referenawn

by law, following adoption by the Iecislature of the proposed

‘or revisions, the proposed ancndnenvs oxr rev:l.sions shall be

. : e
the electorate for approval or rejection upon a separate

-"endments or rovisions shall bo effective only if epproved by a

of votes tallied upon the questione




of this section shall be self-exocuting, but the

make the necescary appropriations and nay enact legis-

ate their operations,

i3 llo proposal for aucndment or revision of this Charter

ner provided by this Article shall be subject to vebo

¥ tof St el . 4

sk 4approval by the Council of Pilung and the Council of Tamol.
"?'ne High.Commissihn;r may anend or revise this Charter

bive, unless othervise provided by laws |

ARTICLE XTIV

Transitlion

f,e Governor shall be personally and lepally responsible

ssionor for the administration of programs, projects and P
) Trust Territory Governnen’ including any appropriation,
apportionnent or allotment of funds of the United Statos

ress of Micronesia, the Legislatwre or from any ovher

nless Qﬂiorwiae provided by law.

" A11 laws in force in Yap District on the effective date

‘and consistont therewith shall continue in force univil

their own limitation, are amended or repealedes

Except as othervise provided in this Charter, all rights, ]

and liobilities and all civil, erinminal

Ve procecdings chall convinue waffected, and the chariered
o tho unchartered :

, suits, contracis,

ment shall be tho legal suecessor ¥

nment in these nabters.

e Political subdivisions of tho District Governmeny

: offociive dase of this Charver snall continve to exercise
law, pending enacinment of

and functions under exisving
this Chartere New political

carry out the _provisions of

~ be croaied only in accordanco with this chartgzl'.



tion 5. All officors of the unchartered District Governnent, or
its laws, on the offective date of this Charter shall continue to

' the duties of their offices in a manner consistent with this

sion 6. The Council of Pilun7 shall succeced the Yap Islands
d the Council of Tamol shall succeed the Outor Islands Chiefs A i di

jion 7. The first general election shall take place on the first
afber the first londay in November of 1978, . -

on 8, The provisions of Section 8 of Avticle III shall not

Jomnissionere .

én 10, The Iezislature shall adopt official translations of

after the Charter is approved by the High Coummissionere




