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MEMORANDUM FOR MAJOR GENERAL E. M. WATSON:

You have referred a letter to the President from
Private David Miura, a Japanese American belonging to the 442nd
Infantry, to me for appropriate handling by the War Depart-
ment. The War Department will keep the matter under observa-
tion with a view of correcting the situation described in this
soldier’s letter.

Private Miura is an Hawaiian of Japanese extraction
who volunteered for the Japanese American Combat Team now
stationed at Hattiesburg, Mississippi. A careful reading of
his letter indicates that the difficulty he mentions and the
one upon which he predicates the request for a change of
station for the unit, is occasioned not by any racial prejudice
or discrimination experienced in the city of Hattiesburg or
the local community, but arises with the other soldiers sta-
tioned in the same camp. He specifically points out that the
incidents occur when the Japanese American soldiers visit
the exchanges where white soldiers call them names. A change
of station would not correct this trouble; it would simply
introduce a new opportunity for opprobrious expressions by
another group of soldiers.

We have watched the situation confronting this
organization very carefully and have had a number of inspec-
tions made by capable Army officers. Those officers report
although there is a certain amount of reserve on the part of
the white citizens of Hattiesburg. Mississippi, on the whole

the relationship between the Japanese Americans and these citizens

has been good. They do report that some of the white soldiers
are not very generous in their contacts with the Japanese
Americans; The Hawaiian Japanese Americans seen to be highly
sensitive, probably because at home they did not constitute

a minority group and they were not confronted with the general
feeling they have met with in the Mainland.
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It it my feeling that as the men of this unit
become better known there will be fewer incidents between
the white soldiers and the Japanese Anerican soldiers.

The War department will keep the matter under constant
observation and if corrective measures necessitate a trans-
fer of the unit, it will be done.

(SIGNED) JOHN J. MoCLOY

JOHN J. McCLOY
Assistant Secretary of War
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major General E. M, Watson
The White House
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