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Statement of Senator Hiram L. Fong

In Support of S. 649, The '"Japan-United States
Friendship Act"

Before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee

May 1, 1974

As a cosponsor of S.' 649, the proposed '"Japan-United
States Friendship Act, "' I welcome the opportunity to express my
wholehearted support of this bill to provide for the use of certain
funds to promote scholarly, cultural, and artistic activities be-
tween Japan and the United States.

I was a cosponsor also of S. 3872, the original bill in
the 92nd Congress, which was reintroduced in this Congress as
S. 649 with some non-substantive revisions.

S. 649 earmarks $32 million, or 10 per cent of the

$320 million being paid to the United States by the Government

of Japan pursuant to the Okinawa Reversion Agreement as repay-
ment to the U. S. for certain expenses incurred during its admin-
istration of the Ryukyu and the Daito Islands.

The bill establishes a Japan-United States Friendship
Trust Fund, which will be administered by a 10-member com-
mission appointed by the President. Interest from the Trust
Fund, gifts and donations, and up to five per cent of the principal
will be available annually to support a wide variety of scholarly,
artistic, and cultural exchanges, fellowships and scholarships,

and other programs relating to Japan.
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Whon the Senate approved the Okinawa Reversion Agree-
ment in 1971, a new bond of relationship between the United States
and Japan was forged. In remarks on the Senate floor I said then:

"I firmly believe that this agreement will soon be seen

as a histeric and significant document because it would not only

resolve the last major United States-Japanese issue arising from
Warld War II, but it would also allow the continuation of friendly
and productive relations betwcen the United States and Japan.'

As President Nixon remarked on that occasion: '...a
clese and friendly relationship between Japan and the United States
is vital to building the peaceful and progressive world both ef us
want for all mankind. "

S. 649, the bill before this Committee, is designed to
contribute towards the strengthening of this relationship between
the twe nations.

Mutual trust and understanding between the United
States and Japan must be continually and intelligently fostered.
Considering the obstacles of distance, language, and culture
which exist between the United States and Japan, this is not an
easy task.,

This challenge was stated clearly in a joint commu-
nique issued at the close of the Sixth U. S. -Japan Cenference on

Cultural and Education Interchange in New York on June 24, 1972:
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1., .the Conference concentrated on the critical need to

develop a much firmer and broader basis of understanding between

the United States and Japan. The problems of communicating be-
tween Japan and the United States stem from the fundamentally
different historical and cultural heritage of the two nations. These
differences need to be acknowledged and respected, for each cul-
ture has its own values. The overriding importance of close
United States-Japan relations, however, requires much greater
efforts to bridge the culture and communications gaps. The
present wide variety of exchanges is helpful but not adequate to
meet the overwhelming need for better appreciation of each
other's patterns of thought and action. "

The government of Japan took an encouraging step in
the desired direction when it established the Japan Foundation in
1972 for the financing of cultural exchanges with other nations,
mainly the United States and Southeast Asian countries.

The Foundation began with an initial capital of $32
million, with the hope that it might eventually grow to $320 mil-
lion. Its activities include underwriting of teachers and scholars,
supporting the Japanese Language Center in Tokyo and Japanese
studies in American universities.

Last year the Japanese government made grants of

$1 million each for Japanese studies to 10 major American uni-
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versities, including the University of Hawaii in my home state.
On the American side, our government has promoted

Fulbright-Hays exchange programs and other types of cultural and

educational exchanges with Japan. Private foundations have also

helped. But, considering the importance of Japan to the United
States in the pursuit and preservation of progress and prosperity
in the Asian-Pacific world, Americans generally have shown a
lack of knowledge and understanding of Japan and her people., It
would be to our own national interest to develop a deeper under-
standing of Japanese society and culture.

The situation on the American side has been described
as something of a curiosity. In the course of the occupation of
Japan and subsequently, millions of Americans have lived in
Japan, and there is a substantial population of Japanese descent
in this country, But there are not many Japanese who speak English
well and the nunb er of Americans who speak Japanese, other than
those who learned it from immigrant parents, is miniscule. If
there are few Americans who know the language, there are not
many more who have any real sense of Japanese culture at all.
Yet, in the economic sphere, Japan is the largest trading partner
of the U, S,, next to Canada.

In the words of Nelson Stitt, Director of the U, S, -Japan
Trade Council:

"There has been much talk of ties across the Pacific,,
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but not a greatl deal of real communication. Necessarily, in
economic matters, our mutual knowledge has deepened because of

the ever-growing commercial and financial relations, but politically,

culturally and spiritually, this knowledge seems not to have increased

mutual sympathy. Differences in historical perspective, thinking
patterns, and cultural values still abound. "

It has been calculated that only one per cent of all Amer-
ican colleges and universities offer Japanese studies programs,
which certainly does not reflect a realistic recognition on the part
of the United States of the current status of Japan in the world com-
munity.

To narrow the cultural/communications gap between the
two nations, and to aid education and culture at the highest level for
people-~to-people understanding, the bill before this Committee
would provide funds from the proposed Japan~United States Friend-
ship Trust Fund to:

(1) support language studies in institutions of higher
learning and scholarly research in the two countries; (2) support
major collections of Japanese books and libraries in U. S, colleges
and universities; (3) support programs in the arts; (4) support
fellowships and scholarships at the undergraduate, graduate, and
faculty levels in the two countries; (5) support visiting professors
and lecturers; and (6), support other useful Japan-United States

exchanges.
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When the original bill, S, 3872, was introduced in the
Senate in 1972, it attracted wide attention and drew much favorable
comment, particularly in the academic community. In my home
state of Hawaii, the measure was enthusiastically applauded.
Historically, Hawaii has had very close ties with Japan.

The first Japanese to migrate to Hawaii arrived in 1868, and tens

of thousands followed. Today residents of Japanese ancestry in

Hawaii nunb er approximately 200, 000 and make up about 26 per
cent of the State's population. In all ways, economically, politi-
cally, culturally, the Japanese Americans and their immigrant
forebears have made substantial contributions to the growth and
prosperity of the Hawaiian Islands.

Each year more Hawaii people visit Japan than any
other country, and more Japanese visit Hawaii than any non-
Asian country. Trade between Japan and Hawaii has grown over
theyears.

Situated closer to Japan than any other American state,
Hawaii has served as the cultural crossroads for the U.S. and
Japan. The East-West Center at the University of Hawaii brings
together scholars and students from Japan and other Asian and
Pacific countries for educational, cultural, and technical inter-
change with their American counterparts from all sections of

this country. The University of Hawaii itself has long been a
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strong center for Asian studies, and the public schools offer Asian
language courses.
Among the endorsements of the pending bill which I have
received from my Hawaii constituents are letters from Harlan
Cleveland, President of the University of Hawaii, and John D.

Bellinger, Chairman of the Japan-Hawaii Economic Council. While

their letters refer to S. 3872, the original bill, their support is

applicable to the pending S. 649, which is essentially the same
measure,

I request that the texts of these letters, as well as an
editorial titled ""Linguists, Limited'' be printed in the hearing
record, along with my statement.

I have also attached for the record a report on an ad-
dress titled "May Cool Heads Prevail'' by Mr. Katsushige Hira-
sawa, a former Editor-in-Chief of the. Japan Times. The article
was printed in the summer 1972 issue of the East-West Center
Magazine in Honolulu,

In closing, I wish te reiterate my firm belief in the need
for the type of cultural and educational programs envisioned in
S. 649. Iurge this Committee to take early and favorable action
on the bill as a means of strengthening the close friendship and
mutuality of interests between the United States and Japan.

ooQoo0
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", ., .the Conference concentrated on the critical need to
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the United States and Japan. The problems of communicating be-

tween Japan and the United States stem from the fundamentally

different historical and cultural heritage of the two nations. These
differences need to be acknowledged and respected, for each cul-
ture has its own values. The overriding importance of close
United States-Japan relations, however, requires much greater
efforts to bridge the culture and communications gaps. The
present wide variety of exchanges is helpful but not adequate to
meet the overwhelming need for better appreciation of each
other's patterns of thought and action. "

The government of Japan took an encouraging step in
the desired direction when it established the Japan Foundation in
1972 for the financing of cultural exchanges with other nations,
mainly the United States and Southeast Asian countries.

The Foundation began with an initial capital of $32
million, with the hope that it might eventually grow to $320 mil-
lion., Its activities include underwriting of teachers and scholars,
supporting the Japanese Language Center in Tokyo and Japanese
studies in American universities.

Last year the Japanese government made grants of

$1 million each for Japanese studies to 10 major American uni-
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versities, including the University of Hawaii in my home state.
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The situation on the American side has been described
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in this countrys. But there are not many Japanese who speak English
well and the nunb er of Americans who speak Japanese, other than
those who learned it from immigrant parents, is miniscule. If
there are few Americans who know the language, there are not
many more who have any real sense of Japanese culture at all.
Yet, in the economic sphere, Japan is the largest trading partner
of the U.S,, next to Canada.

In the words of Nelson Stitt, Director of the U, S, -Japan
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prosperity of the Hawaiian Islands.

Each year more Hawaii people visit Japan than any

other country, and more Japanese visit Hawaii than any non-
Asian country. Trade between Japan and Hawaii has grown over
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Situated closer to Japan than any other American state,
Hawaii has served as the cultural crossroads for the U.S. and
Japan. The East-West Center at the University of Hawaii brings
together scholars and students from Japan and other Asian and
Pacific countries for educational, cultural, and technical inter-
change with their American counterparts from all sections of

this country. The University of Hawaii itself has long been a
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Cleveland, President of the University of Hawaii, and John D.
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dress titled '"May Cool Heads Prevail'' by Mr. Katsushige Hira-
sawa, a former Editor-in-Chief of the. Japan Times. The article
was printed in the summer 1972 issue of the East-West Center
Magazine in Honolulu,

In closing, I wish te reiterate my firm belief in the need

for the type of cultural and educational programs envisioned in

S. 649. I urge this Committee to take early and favorable action

on the bill as a means of strengthening the close friendship and
mutuality of interests between the United States and Japan.
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