
HTHE MARSHALLS AND THE PACIFIC, No. 2l Frivay, January 7, 1966 |

iS THE TWENTY-FIRST INSTALLMENT IN A SERIES OF
ARTICLES CONCERNING LIFE tN THE MARSHALL ISLANBS.AGAINST

A BACKGROUND OF THE PACIFIC OCEAN AS A WHOLE. THEY ARE

BEING PUBLISHED EXCLUSIVELY BY THE HouRGLASS AND wWRIT-
TEN BY E. H. Bryan, JR., WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE
STAFF OF THE PACIFIC SCIENTIFIC ¢NFORMATION CENTER AT

THE Bernice P. BisHop Museum IN HONOLULU, OF WHICH HE

iS MANAGER,

“THE BATTLE FOR THE MARSHALLS
BY E. Hl BRYAN, JR.

~WorLo WarR || BEGAN ON SUNDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 1, 1941,
WHEN 105 JAPANESE BOMBERS FROM A FLEET OF CARRIERS WHICH

HAD APPROACHED FROM THE NORTHWEST UNDER COVER OF BAD WEATHER.

BOMBED PEARL HARBOR AND ITS PROTECTING AIRFIELDS ON OAHU.

THIS WAS JAPAN'S DECLARATION OF WAR. THE OBJECT OF THIS: AT-
| TACK WAS TO DESTROY AS MANY UNITS AS POSSIBLE OF America's

PACIFIC FLEET (THERE WERE OO WAR VESSELS IN THE HARBOR AT
THE TIME.) JAPAN WANTED TO PREVENT THIS FLEET FROM INTER

FERING WITH ITS CONQUEST OF THE WESTERN PACIFIC.

THE LOSS WAS EXTENSIVE, BUT WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THOSE

KILLED, WAS JUST TEMPORARY. ONLY THE AGED BATTLESHIP ARI-

ZONA WAS PERMANENTLY PUT OUT OF ACTION. THERE WERE ABOUT

270 ARMY PLANES AND 200 NAvY PLANES DESTROYED, BUT THEY

WERE REPLACED A SHORT TIME LATER. IN THE RESULTING CONFU-

SION, JAPAN MIGHT HAVE CAPTURED THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS, AS IT

DID SO MANY AREAS IN THE FAR WESTERN PACIFIC$ BUT THIS WAS

BUT A HIT AND RUN RAID, AND THE OPPORTUNITY NEVER CAME AGAIN.

ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE LEDGER, NOTHING THAT JAPAN COULD

HAVE DONE WOULD HAVE SO STRONGLY CONSOLIDATED THE PEOPLE OF

THE UNITED STATES IN SUPPORT OF THE WAR WHICH PRESIDENT —

FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT DEGLARED NEXT DAY. GERMANY AND ITALY

DID NOT MAKE FORMAL DECLARATION OF WAR AGAINST THE UNITED

STATES UNTIL DECEMBER I1, ALTHOUGH GERMANY HAD ATTACKED

PoLano IN 1939.

ALL THIS .WAS PART OF JAPAN'S LONG-RANGE PLAN.

VADED NORTH CHINA IN 1931,

DILY SOUTHWARD,

THis

HAVING IN-

JAPANESE .TROOPS HAD SPREAD STEA-

DESPITE A PLEDGE TO KEEP "AN OPEN DOOR IN

CHINA." MOST OF THE COASTAL CITIES WERE. CAPTURED AND OCCU-

PIED, ONE AFTER ANOTHER; BUT THE AREA WAS SO VAST THAT IT

REQUIRED A LARGE NUMBER OF JAPANESE TROOPS JUST TO GUARD

LINES OF COMMUNICATIONS, AND THESE WERE PLAGUED BY CHINESE

GUERRILLAS. IN 1940 JAPAN SEIZED HANOI. EACH TIME JAPAN

HAD IGNORED OR BROKEN A TREATY, THE UNITED STATES HAD PRO-

TESTED LOUDLY, BUT THE ECONOMIC DEPRESSION OF THE 1930S GAVE

THE UNITED STATES LITTLE ENCOURAGEMENT TO BECOME A "WORLD.

POLICEMAN’, AND THE NATIONS OF EUROPE WERE HAVING A "WAR OF

NERVES’ WITH HITLER AND MUSSOLINI.

SIMULTANEOUS WITH THE BOMBING OF PEARL HARBOR, JAPAN AT-

TACKED WAKE, Guam, THE PHILIPPINES, HONG KONG, AND THAILAND.

THAILAND CAPITULATED TO THE JAPANESE THE NEXT DAY, AND IM-

MEDIATELY SPECIALLY TRAINED JUNGLE TROOPS, LARGELY WITHOUT

UNIFORMS, BEGAN TO FILTER DOWN THE MALAY PENINSULA. WITHIN

TWO MONTHS THEY HIT SINGAPORE FROM ITS UNPROTECTED REAR,

CAUSING ITS SURRENDER ON FeBruary 15, 1942.. THE INVASION

CONTINUED SOUTH INTO THE DuTcH EAST INDIES. BURMA ALSO WAS

ENTERED FROM THAILAND, THE OBJECT BEING TO CUT THE BURMA

RoAD AND ISOLATE CHINA.

Not FEELING THEMSELVES STRONG ENOUGH TO UNDERTAKE FULL

SCALE WARS IN BOTH HEMISPHERES, THE STRATEGY OF THE ALLIES

WAS TO DEFEAT GERMANY FIRST, AND MEANWHILE TO WAGE A HOLDING

WAR IN THE PACIFIC. THE PHILIPPINES, BEING COMPLETELY CUT

OFF, COULD PUT UP ONLY A VALLIANT BUT HOPELESS FIGHT. Ex-

CEPT FOR AN OCCASIONAL DARING RAID, ACTION IN THE PACIFIC

WAS STRICTLY DEFENSIVE UNTIL TWO IMPORTANT BATTLES TOOK

PLACE IN May ano June 1942. IN THE BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA,

May 7 AND 0, AMERICAN CARRIER PLANES BROKE UP* AND TURNED
BACK THE ADVANCE OF A JAPANESE FLEET HEADING AROUND THE

EASTERN ENO oF New GUINEA TOWARD AUSTRALIA. IN THE BATTLE
oF Mipway, JUNE 3 To 6, A JAPANESE INVASION FLEET, HEADED
FOR HAWAL!, WAS DEFEATED WITH HEAVY LOSSES (TWELVE TIMES

THE CASUALTIES SUFFERED BY THE DEFENDERS) AND A DESTRUCTION:
OF CAPITAL SHIPS WHICH DEFINITELY: TURNED THE TIOE OF THE WAR.

FROM THEN ON, THE ALLIED FORCES BEGAN TO TAKE THE OFFEN-

SIVE iN THE PACEKFIC. THE ENTERING WEDGE WAS SEIZING AND

HOLDING AN AIRFIELD ON GUADALCANAL ISLAND IN THE ia

BEGUN IN AucusT 1942.

DurRInG 1942, JAPANESE FORCES WERE FIRMLY ESTABLISHED IN

BASES THROUGHOUT THE CENTRAL PACIFIC. FROM. THESE THEY COULD

ATTACK SURROUNDING ISLANDS AT WILL, INCLUDING THE AIR ROUTE

FROM HAWAI1! THROUGH CANTON AND Fiul To New. ZEALAND, NEw

CALEDONIA, AUSTRALIA AND NEw GUINEA. RECONNAISSANCE MIS-

SIONS HAD DISCLOSED ENEMY AIRFIELDS ON WAKE, ENIWETOK- Kwa-

|JALEIN, WoTuve, JALUIT, MiLIt, AND TWO NORTHERN GILBERT ATOLLS, |

AS WELL AS PONAPE, .TRUK, AND ISLANDS FURTHER WEST. “FROM

THESE ATTACKS COULD BE MADE ON ISLANDS TO THE EAST AND SOUTH

J/RAIOS ON THIS CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA, BY TASK FORCES, MADE UP

|OF ONE OR TWO CARRIERS, SUPPORTED BY CRUISERS AND DESTROYERS

LED BY ApMIRAL WitLIAM F. HALSEY, JR., HAD BEGUN DURING
JANUARY TO MARCH 1942, WAKE WAS HIT SEVERAL TIMES DURING -

1943.

THE REAL INVASION OF THE AREA BEGAN IN NovemBer 1943. Sup-

PORTED BY POWERFUL SEA-AND AIR FORCES, ‘ELEMENTS OF THE 2/TH.

INFANTRY DiviSion TASK FoRCE CAPTURED "MAKIN" (BUTARITARI

ATOLL); AND THE 2ND MARINE DIVISION, AFTER A VERY COSTLY

HOURGLASS SPECIAL

SUMMARIZE, GIVING CREDIT TO LARGER UNITS, AND TRYING TO

SAVE WORDS BY MEANS OF A FEW MAPS AND DIAGRAMS.

Namur ISLETS, AND OF ENIWETOK ATOLL.

THREE DAYS OF FIGHTING AGAINST SOME 3000 JAPANESE IMPERIAL

MARINES, CAPTURED TARAWA ATOLL, BOTH IN THE NORTHERN GIL-
BERTS, NoveMBER 20 To 24, 1943. AFTER OCCUPYING THE NOR-
THERN GILBERT ATOLLS FOR ABOUT TWO NEARS THE JAPANESE WERE
FORCED OUT. "

THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY A SERIES OF MASTERFUL MANEUVERS

WHICH UTILIZED THE AVAILABLE POWER OF THE AMERICAN FORCES

TO THE FULL, AND KEPT THE JAPANESE LEADERS OFF BALANCE.
AS SHOWN ON THE ACCOMPANYING SKETCH MAP, TO THE NORTHWEST

OF TARAWA AND BUTARITARI ARE FIVE ATOLLS IN THE MARSHALLS

WITH JAPANESE AIRFIELDS AND FORTIFICATIONS. CLOSEST OF

THESE TO THE RECAPTURED GILBERTS WERE MILI AND JALUIT, AND

DOUBTLESS THESE WERE BRACING THEMSELVES FOR THE NEXT BLOW.

THEIR AIRFIELDS WERE BOMBED JUST OFTEN ENOUGH TO KEEP THEM

FROM BEING USED TO ADVANTAGE, BUT THE INVASION DIO NOT

COME. THE SAME WAS TRUE OF WOTJE, TO THE NORTH OF MILI.

THEN ON JANUARY 29, 1944 (WEST LONGITUDE DATE, WHICH

WAS JANUARY 30, EAST LONGITUDE DATE) THE BLOW FELL ON KwaA-

JALEIN ATOLL. THE EXACT DATE 1S NOT IMRORTANT AS LONG AS

WE ARE CONSISTENT. WE WILL SAY THAT "D-Day" wAS JANUARY

31, CONSIDERING KWAJALEIN WEST OF THE DATE LINE. OTHER-

WISE WE MAY FIND IT HARD TO ACCOUNT FOR AN EXTRA DAY.

THERE ARE SEVERAL DETAILED ACCOUNTS OF THE INVASION OF

KWAJALEIN ISLET. Lt. Cot. S. L. A. MARSHALL, IN "ISLAND

VICTORY", TELLS AN ALMOST BLOW BY BLOW STORY, GATHERED

FROM THE MEN WHO TOOK PART IN THE ACTION BEFORE THEY HAD

TIME TO ADD OR SUBTRACT FROM THEIR STORIES. THERE ARE

ALSO LESS DETAILED "HIGHLIGHTS OF THE INVASION", ONE (oR

BOTH) COMPILED BY COMMANDER G. R. Mites, USN. THE PERSON

DESIRING DETAILS iS REFERRED TO. THESE. | WILL TRY BUT TO

If wiee

ALSO INCLUDE A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE CAPTURE OF RO! AND

ON THE 29TH AND 30TH ISLETS AT THE TWO EASTERN CORNERS

oF KWAJALEIN ATOLL WERE HIT FROM THE AIR AND THE SEA.

NAVAL AIRCRAFT WERE FROM THE CARRIERS COWPENS, MONTEREY

AND BUNKER HILL. THERE WERE ALSO Army Air Corps B-24s,

WHICH DROPPED SOME 23 TONS OF BOMBS BEFORE FLYING BACK TO

HAWAII. THE ISLETS WERE SHELLED BY FOUR BATTLESHIPS

(PENNSYLVANIA, MISSISSIPPI, IDAHO AND New Mexico), THREE
HEAVY CRUISERS, AND FOUR DESTROYERS, ESPECIALLY ON THE

MORNINGS OF D-Day AND D-1-DAY BEFORE LANDINGS WERE MADE.

IN ADVANCE.OF D-DAY, TO ASSURE SAFE ENTRANCE INTO THE

LAGOON THROUGH GEA PASS, ISLETS ON BOTH SIDES OF IT WERE

CAPTURED BY TROOPS OF THE (TH CAVALRY, AND THEN GARRISONED

BY ELEMENTS OF THE IT ITH INFANTRY. THE HEAVIEST FIGHTING

IN THIS INITIAL ENCOUNTER OCCURRED ON GEHH ISLET - REFERR-

ED TO AS "CHANCE", THE PASS WAS SWEPT FOR MINES, AND

WHEN NONE WERE FOUND, SUPPLY VESSELS ENTERRED THE LAGOON

THROUGH IT ON THE AFTERNOON OF D-Day.

ON THE MORNING OF D-DAY, FOLLOWING EXTENSIVE SHELLING

From 6:18 to 8:40 AM, LANDINGS WERE MADE FROM THE OCEAN

SIDE, OVER THE REEF, ON ENUBUJ (CARLSON) AND ENNYLABEGAN

(Cartos) ISLETS BY UNITS OF THE I 7TH REGIMENTAL COMBAT

TEAM. UNITS OF THE 145TH Fieto ARTILLERY (4 BATTALIONS

oF 105 MM. HOWITZERS AND ONE OF 155 MM. HOWITZERS) WERE
LANDED AND INSTALLED ON ENUBUYJ, THE ISLET NEAREST KWAJA-

LEIN. SUPPLIES AND REPAIR FACILITIES WERE PLACED ON ENNY-

LABEGAN, WHICH LATER BECAME THE SITE OF A TEMPORARY CEME-

TERY. SO THOROUGH WAS THIS OPERATION THAT A STUDY WAS

MADE BY AN UNDERWATER DEMOLITION TEAM OF THE WEST END OF

KWAJALEIN ISLET, WHERE LANDINGS WERE TO BE MADE NEXT MORN-

ING.

THe D-|-Day ASSAULT BEGAN AT 9: 226 AM, PRECEDED BY TWO

HOURS OF SHELLING AND BOMBING. IT WAS MADE BY TWO REGI-

MENTAL €OMBAT TEAMS, THE 184TH ON THE LEFT (LAGOON SIDE),
AND THE 32ND ON THE RIGHT (OCEAN sive). THE LINE OF SEPA-

RATION RAN ALONG ABOUT THE MLDDLE OF THE ISLAND, IN PART

ALONG THE AIR STRIP. DESPITE THE MANY TONS OF SHE! \S AND

BOMBS WHICH HAD BEEN HURLED ONTO THE ISLAND, BOTH GROUPS

MET A VERY CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF ENEMY SMALL ARMS AND

MACHINEGUN RESISTANCE. HOWEVER, THE BOMBARDMENT HAD DES-

TROYED MOST OF THE JAPANESE ARTILLERY, SO THAT THE LANDING

WAS MADE ALMOST WITHOUT CASUALTIES. ALL TROOPS WERE ASHORE

BY 7:30 PM, BY WHICH TIME IT WAS NECESSARY TO ESTABLISH A

DEFENSE PERIMETER FOR THE NIGHT.

DoTTED LINES ON THE MAP OF KWAJALEIN ISLET SHOW THE LO-

CATION OF THE GREATEST ADVANCE MADE BY THE END OF THE FIRST,

SECOND AND THIRD DAYS OF FIGHTING. THE COMPARATIVELY SMALL

ADVANCE ON THE THIRD DAY WAS OUE TO THE GREAT NUMBER OF

BLOCKHOUSES AND OTHER DEFENSIVE INSTALLATIONS IN WHAT WAS

CALLED THE "ADMIRALTY AREA". EACH OF THESE HAD TO BE CAP-

TURED AND DEMOLISHED INDIVIDUALLY. WE ARE TOLO THAT TWO

JAPANESE ADMIRALS WERE AMONG THE CASUALTIES. IN THIS COM-

MAND CENTER. ON THE FOURTH DAY, THE 32ND REGIMENTAL COM~

BAT TEAM PUSHED TO THE NORTHERN TIP OF KWAJALEIN AND THE

ISLET WAS SECURE.

On D-5-DaY, LANDINGS FROM WITHIN THE LAGOON WERE MADE BY

TROOPS OF THE I7TH INFANTRY ON EBEYE AND OTHER ISLETS OF

THE EAST RIM AS FAR NORTH AS BIGEJ.

MEANWHILE, MUCH THE SAME KIND OF TACTICS WERE USED BY

We AtH MARINE DIVISION TO CAPTURE Rot AND Namur, FEBRUARY

TO 3, PRECEDED BY TWO DAYS OF TERRIFIC BOMBING ANO SHELL~

ie ARTILLERY WAS PUT ASHORE ON JANUARY 31 ON ISLETS ‘TO



THE SOUTHEAST OF NAMUR AND USED AGAINST THESE TWO CONNECTED

ISLETS, WHICH WERE ATTACKED FROM BOTH SIDES. ORGANIZED RE-

SISTANCE ENDED ON RO! ON FEBRUARY 2, AND ON NAMUR THE NEXT

DAY, LEAVING ONLY SNIPERS AND SMALL POCKETS OF TROOPS. DE-
SPITE “THE SEVERAL THOUSAND TONS OF SHELLS AND BOMBS WHICH |
HAD BEEN DROPPED, ALMOST EVERY CONCRETE BLOCKHOUSE HAD TO

BE CAPTURED AND DESTROYED INDIVIDUALLY BY THE ADVANCING

MARINES.

No NAVAL LOSSES WERE REPORTED DURING THE ENTIRE ENGAGEMENT,

THE AMERICAN LOSSES WERE REPORTED AS 206 KILLED AND 1230
WOUNDED, 142 DEAD IN A SOUTHERN PART OF THE ATOLL, 144 FOR

Rot AND NAMUR. THE JAPANESE LOSSES FOR THE ATOLL WERE

8,122 KILLED AND 264 CAPTURED, THIS LATTER FIGURE INCLUDING
427 KOREAN WORKMEN.

KWAJALEIN WAS RAPIDLY TRANSFORMED INTO AN AIR BASE AND
SPACIOUS HARBOR FOR AMERICAN FORCES TO USE AGAINST THE OTHER

MARSHALL ATOLLS AND ENEMY BASES FURTHER WEST.

FROM KWAUVALEIN A NAVY TASK FORCE CARRIED THE 22ND MARINE

AND LO6TH INFANTRY: REGIMENTS 340 MILES NORTHWESTWARD TO
ENIWETOK ATOLL, WHICH WAS CAPTURED Feeruary I7 To 19, 1944.

HERE THE PRINCIPAL RESISTANCE WAS ENCOUNTERED ON ENGEBI, THE

NORTHEASTERN ISLET OF THIS NEARLY CIRCULAR ATOLL. THIS, TOO

WAS MADE INTO A STEPPING STONE IN THE ISLAND=HOPPING ADVANCE

ACROSS THE PACIFIC. a eal

AIR PHOTOGRAPH OF ROI AND NAMUR ISLETS, MADE JUST

BEFORE THE INVASION.
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FORTIFIED JAPANESE BASES ACROSS THE MICRONESIAN AREA FROM THE go

NORTHERN GILBERTS TO THE MARIANA ISLANDS AND Guam. hot ,

ISLETS IN THE SOUTHEASTERN PART OF KWAJALEIN | KWAJALEIN ISLET SHOWING THE PROGRESS OF THE

ATOLL, SHOWING LANDINGS. ATTACK MADE BY THE IG4TH AND 32ND REGIMENTAL

ComMBAT TEAMS.

ey
—e

ce

"@. CHANCE
oe

it)

Pa ae bee ‘paS9

inne 62"
GEA" ENNYLABEGAN
- (Sie :

ENUBUS =:


	Blank Page



