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IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT THIS IS A CYNICAL AGE IN WHICH

WE LIVE, A TIME IN WHICH HEROES SEEM TO HAVE GONE OUT OF STYLE. 

PUBLIC OPINION POLLS SHOW THAT MANY PROFESSIONS ONCE THOUGHT 

HONORABLE ARE HELD IN LOW ESTEEM. WE THINK THAT POLITICALS 

ARE CROOKS, BUSINESSMEN ARE GREEDY, MILITARYMEN ARE TO BE 

SCORNED. TODAY, IT SEEMS, WE ARE MORE COMMITTED TO SEEKING 

OUT FLAWS THAN ADMIRING VIRTUES.

AND YET, IT WAS REALLY NOT SO VERY LONG AGO WHEN 

OUR LIVES WERE ENRICHED BY THE KNOWLEDGE THAT A HANDFUL OF 

INDIVIDUALS WERE A CUT ABOVE. THESE HEROES GAVE US ALL SOMEONE 

TO LOOK UP TO, SOMETHING TO FEEL GOOD ABOUT, SOME IDEALS TO

STRIVE FOR.
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DOUGLAS MACARTHUR WAS ONE OF THESE FEW MEN. LIKE

OTHER GENIUSES, HE HAD LITTLE PATIENCE OR INCLINATION FOR THE 

TRIVIAL IN LIFE. HE WAS A MAN OF CONTRADICTIONS, OF CONTROVERSY.

HE WAS NOT A MAN OF PERSONAL WARMTH AND AFFECTION, 

BUT HE INSPIRED FIERCE LOYALTY. HE WAS SKILLED IN THE ART OF 

WAR, OF DEATH, BUT HIS FIRST CONCERN THROUGHOUT HIS CAREER WAS 

FOR 1 HE LIVES AND WELFARE OF HIS MEN.

MANY OF THE LEADING FIGURES OF THE DAY MAY HAVE 

DISLIKED HIM PERSONALLY, BUT NONE QUESTIONED HIS BRILLIANCE 

AS A MILITARY COMMANDER.

TODAY THIS LIBERATOR OF THE PHILIPPINES, HERO OF 

KOREA, ARCHITECT OF MODERN JAPAN, WALKS WITH THE GIANTS OF

AGES PAST - ROBERT E. LEE, CAESAR, ALEXANDER THE GREAT.
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ON THIS SPECIAL OCCASION, AS WE HONOR THIS TRUE 

HERO, YOU MAY BE EXPECTING THE USUAL SPEECH EXTOLLING HIS 

GREAT ABILITIES, BUT NO SPEECH CAN DO HIM JUSTICE.

THE BEST WORDS ABOUT GENERAL MACARTHUR ARE THOSE

HE HIMSELF SPOKE, AT WEST POINT ON MAY 12, 1962. HIS SPEECH, 

DELIVERED WITHOUT TEXT OR NOTES, EVOKES A SENSE OF HIS 

DEDICATION AND VALUES - DUTY, HONOR, COUNTRY. HIS WORDS 

WILL LIVE FOREVER AMONG THOSE OF US WHO RECOGNIZE HIS GENIUS 

AND HIS HEROISM. '

SO, IF I MAY, I WILL DO THE UNEXPECTED AT THIS 

TIME AND INTRODUCE YOU TO GENERAL DOUGLAS MACARTHUR.

( TAPE FOLLOWS )
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It has been said that this is a cynical age in which we live, 
a time in which heroes seem to have gone out of style. Public 
opinion polls show that many professions once thought honorable are 
held in low esteem. We think that politicans are crooks, business­
men are greedy, militarymen are to be scorned. Today, it seems, 
we are more committed to seeking out flaws than admiring virtues.

And yet, it was really not so very long ago when our lives 
were enriched by the knowledge that a handful of individuals were 
a cut above. These heroes gave us all someone to look up to, 
something to feel good about, some ideals to strive for.

Douglas MacArthur was one of these few men. Like other geniuses, 
he had little patience or inclination for the trivial in life. He 
was a man of contradictions, of controversy.

He was not a man of personal warmth and affection, but he 
inspired fierce loyalty. He was skilled in the art of war, of death, 
but his first concern throughout his career was for the lives and 
welfare of his men.

Many of the leading figures of the day may have disliked him 
personally, but none questioned his brilliance as a military com­
mander .

Today this liberator of the Philippines, hero of Korea, 
architect of modern Japan, walks with the giants of ages past-- 
Robert E. Lee, Caesar, Alexander the Great.

On this special occasion, as we honor this true hero, you may 
be expecting the usual speech extolling his great abilities. But 
no speech can do him justice.

The best words about General MacArthur are those he himself 
spoke, at West Point on May 12, 1962. His speech, delivered 
without text or notes, evokes a sense of his dedication and values-- 
duty, honor, country. His words will live forever among those of 
us who recognize his genius and his heroism.

--more--
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It has been said that this is a cynical age in which we live, 
a time in which heroes seem to have gone out of style. Public 
opinion polls show that many professions once thought honorable are 
held in low esteem. We think that politicans are crooks, business­
men are greedy, militarymen are to be scorned. Today, it seems, 
we are more committed to seeking out flaws than admiring virtues.

And yet, it was really not so very long ago when our lives 
were enriched by the knowledge that a handful of individuals were 
a cut above. These heroes gave us all someone to look up to, 
something to feel good about, some ideals to strive for.

Douglas MacArthur was one of these few men. Like other geniuses, 
he had little patience or inclination for the trivial in life. He 
was a man of contradictions, of controversy.

He was not a man of personal warmth and affection, but he 
inspired fierce loyalty. He was skilled in the art of war, of death, 
but his first concern throughout his career was for the lives and 
welfare of his men.

Many of the leading figures of the day may have disliked him 
personally, but none questioned his brilliance as a military com­
mander .

Today this liberator of the Philippines, hero of Korea, 
architect of modern Japan, walks with the giants of ages past-- 
Robert E. Lee, Caesar, Alexander the Great.

On this special occasion, as we honor this true hero, you may 
be expecting the usual speech extolling his great abilities. But 
no speech can do him justice.

The best words about General MacArthur are those he himself 
spoke, at West Point on May 12, 1962. His speech, delivered 
without text or notes, evokes a sense of his dedication and values-- 
duty, honor, country. His words will live forever among those of 
us who recognize his genius and his heroism.

--more--
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So, if I may, I will do the unexpected at this time and 
introduce you to General Douglas MacArthur.

--30--



ambassador murphy's speech "RETURN TO THE PHILIPPINES"

THESE ARE CYNICAL TIMES IN WHICH WE LIVE AND HEROES 

SEEM TO HAVE GONE OUT OF STYLE. WE TEND TODAY TO SEEK OUT 

A MAN'S FLAWS, TO DEGRADE, RATHER THAN TO ENNOBLE, TO 

EXPOSE PUBLIC FIGURES TO MERCILESS RIDICULE. EVEN 

ADULATION IS RARELY GENUINE ANYMORE; MORE OFTEN THAN NOT 

IT REFLECTS A CAREFULLY PLANNED PUBLIC RELATIONS CAMPAIGN. 

THE MILITARY MAN IS SCORNED. POLITICIANS ARE ALL CROOKS. 

ATHLETES ARE CALLOUS BUSINESSMEN. PHILANTHROPISTS ARE 

SEEN AS TAX EVADERS. VIRTUE ITSELF HAS BECOME HIGHLY 

SUSPECT. ONE CAN LOOK AROUND THE ENTIRE WORLD, AND PERHAPS 

ONLY POPE JOHN PAUL II STANDS OUT AS A HERO, AS WE USED 

TO UNDERSTAND THE WORD.

AND YET, THERE WAS A TIME, AND NOT SO LONG AGO EITHER, 

WHEN MOST OF OUR LIVES WERE ENRICHED BY THE FIRM KNOWLEDGE 

THAT SOME OF OUR FELLOW MEN AND WOMEN WERE A CUT ABOVE 

THE OTHERS. THOSE FEW GAVE ALL OF US SOMEONE TO LOOK UP 

TO, SOMETHING TO FEEL GOOD ABOUT, A REASON NOT TO SETTLE

FOR THE MEDIOCRE IN OUR OWN LIVES.
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DOUGLAS MACARTHUR WAS ONE OF THOSE MEN, AS HIS 

CONTEMPORARIES KNEW ONLY TOO WELL, MACARTHER WAS NOT A 

MAN TO INSPIRE WARMTH AND AFFECTION, NOR DID HE SEEK THOSE 

FEELINGS FROM OTHERS, WHAT HE WANTED INSTEAD WERE LOYALTY 

AND ADMIRATION, AND THOSE HE GOT. NO LESS A FIGURE THAN 

LT. GENERAL JONATHAN WAINWRIGHT, WHO MIGHT HAVE HAD 

AMPLE PERSONAL JUSTIFICATION TO THINK OTHERWISE, ONCE SAID, 

"l'D FOLLOW THAT MAN—ANYWHERE"BLIND-FOLDED". IN RETURN, 

MACARTHUR'S FIRST CONCERN THROUGHOUT HIS LONG AND ILLUSTRIOUS 

MILITARY CAREER WAS TO SPARE THE LIVES OF HIS MEN. IN HIS 

OWN WORDS, "l WILL NOT TAKE BY SACRIFICE WHAT I CAN ACHIEVE 

BY STRATEGY". AS FOR ADMIRATION, MANY OF THE LEADING FIGURES 

OF THE DAY, GREATLY THOUGH THEY MAY HAVE DISLIKED HIM 

PERSONALLY, READILY ACKNOWLEDGED HIS BRILLIANCE AS A MILITARY 

COMMANDER.

IT WAS AN ALMOST FANTASTIC LIFE, THAT OF THE SMALL BOY 

RAISED ON ONE OF THE U.S. ARMY FORTS IN THE AMERICAN WILD

WEST, THROUGH A YOUNG MANHOOD AT WEST POINT,
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WHERE TRAINING STRESSED THE SKILLS OF THE LAST WAR, TO 

THE MATURE COMMANDER WHO WAS ONE OF THE FIRST TO GRASP THE 

ADVANTAGE OF AIR POWER AND COMBINED AIR, SEA AND LAND 

OPERATIONS,

THE BOOK TUAT IS BEING INAUGURATED TODAY IS NOT ABOUT 

MACARTHUR AS SUCh\ ALTHOUGH HE IS CERTAINLY THE CENTRAL 

FIGURE IN ANY NARRATION OF THE STRUGGLE TO LIBERATE THE 

PHILIPPINES FROM THE JAPANESE INVADER DURING WORLD WAR II, 

THE BOOK TELLS A STORY OF CblJRAGE OF THE DESTRUCTION 

OF MANY LIVES AND GREAT MATERIAL LOSS, OF ULTIMATE VICTORY 

AND OF THE EMERGENCE OF A FREE An\ SOON“TO-BE INDEPENDENT 

PHILIPPINES, PERHAPS OF EQUAL INTEREST IS THE STORY IT 

TELLS OF A PERIOD WHEN THE RELATIONSHIp\BETWEEN FILIPINO 

AND AMERICAN WAS COMING FULL CIRCLE, \

HERE AGAIN, GENERAL MACARTHUR'S CAREER M/\Y BE SAID 

TO SYMBOLIZE THAT FULL CIRCLE. AFTER ALL, HISVATHER 

WAS A PRINCIPAL FIGURE IN THE FIRST AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 

FORCE TO LAND AT CAVITE IN JULY 1898. \
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HE FOUGHT TO SUBDUE THE FORCES OF GENERAL SMILIO AGUINALDO 

AND WAS LATER TO BECOME MILITARY GOVERNOR OF THE PHILIPPINES. 

DOUGLAS MACARTHUR HIMSELF FIRST CAME HERE AS A YOUNG 

SECOND LIEUTENANT IN 1903> AND THE REMAINDER OF HIS LIFE 

WAS TO BE MORE CLOSELY INTERTWINED WITH THE PHILIPPINES THAN 

WITH ANY COUNTRY OTHER THAN HIS OWN. BY THE TIME THAT 

MACARTHUR WAS ABLE TO RETURN TO THIS CITY AT THE HEAD OF 

A LIBERATING ARMED FORCE IN 1945, A BOND OF SHARED VALUES 

AND COMMON INTERESTS HAD BEEN FORGED BETWEEN OUR TWO 

PEOPLES THAT HAS WITHSTOOD THE TEST OF TIME.

THE STORY OF THE LIBERATION OF THE PHILIPPINES AND 

MACARTHUR'S ROLE IN IT IS AN INSPIRING ONE. IT IS ONE 

THAT DESERVES TO BE RECALLED BY ALL OF US WHO LIVED 

THROUGH THOSE TIMES, WHETHER AS A SCHOOLBOY IN MASSACHUSETTS, 

AS I WAS THEN, OR AS A GUERILLA FIGHTING IN THE HILLS AND 

PLAINS OF THE PHILIPPINES OR AS A CIVILIAN WHO BORE THE

MANY PRIVATIONS OF THE LONG YEARS OF THE OCCUPATION.
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MORE IMPORTANT, THE STORY DESERVES TO BE DISCOVERED BY A 

WHOLE NEW GENERATION WHICH HAS LITTLE DIRECT KNOWLEDGE 

OF THE BITTER COMMON STRUGGLE, DURING WHICH FILIPINO AND 

AMERICAN GAINED HEIGHTENED RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER AND 

DEEPENED A LASTING FRIENDSHIP WHICH HAS SERVED BOTH 

COUNTRIES WELL. IT IS, AFTER ALL, THIS NEW GENERATION TO 

WHOM WE LOOK TO ASSURE THE CONTINUANCE OF THE FRIENDSHIP IN 

THE YEARS TO COME.

FOR THAT REASON, WE ARE INDEBTED TO TIME-LIFE BOOKS 

FOR MAKING THE STORY AVAILABLE TO MILLIONS OF READERS,

IN A HIGHLY READABLE VERSION.
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- INAUGURATION OF TIME-LIFE VOLUME

- "RETURN TO THE PHILIPPINES"

- MANILA HOTEL, OCTOBER 19, 1979

- THESE ARE CYNICAL TIMES IN WHICH WE LIVE AND HEROES 
SEEM TO HAVE GONE OUT OF STYLE. WE TEND TODAY TO SEEK OUT 
A MAN'S FLAWS, TO DEGRADE, RATHER THAN TO ENNOBLE, TO 
EXPOSE PUBLIC FIGURES TO MERCILESS RIDICULE. EVEN 
ADULATION IS RARELY GENUINE ANYMORE; MORE OFTEN THAN NOT 
IT REFLECTS A CAREFULLY PLANNED PUBLIC RELATIONS CAMPAIGN. 
THE MILITARY MAN IS SCORNED. POLITICIANS ARE ALL CROOKS. 
ATHLETES ARE CALLOUS BUSINESSMEN. PHILANTHROPISTS ARE SEEN 
AS TAX EVADERS. VIRTUE ITSELF HAS BECOME HIGHLY SUSPECT. 
ONE CAN LOOK AROUND THE ENTIRE WORLD,'AND PERHAPS ONLY 
POPE JOHN PAUL II STANDS OUT AS A HERO, AS WE USED TO 
UNDERSTAND THE WORD. ' *

- AND YET, THERE WAS A TIME, AND NOT SO LONG AGO 
EITHER, WHEN MOST OF OUR LIVES WERE ENRICHED BY THE FIRM 
KNOWLEDGE THAT SOME OF OUR FELLOW MEN AND WOMEN WERE A CUT 
ABOVE THE OTHERS. THOSE FEW GAVE ALL OF US SOMEONE TO LOOK 
UP TO, SOMETHING TO FEEL GOOD ABOUT, A REASON NOT TO 
SETTLE FOR THE MEDIOCRE IN OUR OWN LIVES.

- DOUGLAS MACARTHUR WAS ONE OF THOSE MEN. AS HIS CON­
TEMPORARIES KNEW ONLY TOO WELL, MACARTHUR WAS NOT A MAN 
TO INSPIRE WARMTH AND AFFECTION, NOR DID HE SEEK THOSE 
FEELINGS FROM OTHERS. WHAT HE WANTED INSTEAD WERE LOYALTY 
AND ADMIRATION, AND THOSE HE GOT. NO LESS A FIGURE THAN 
LT. GENERAL JONATHAN WAINWRIGHT, WHO MIGHT HAVE HAD AMPLE 
PERSONAL JUSTIFICATION TO THINK OTHERWISE, ONCE SAID, 
"I'D FOLLOW THAT MAN--ANYWHERE—BL IND-FOLDED". IN RETURN, 
MACARTHUR'S FIRST CONCERN THROUGHOUT HIS LONG AND ILLUSTRIOUS 
MILITARY CAREER WAS TO SPARE THE LIVES OF HIS MEN. IN HIS 
OWN WORDS, "I WILL NOT TAKE BY SACRIFICE WHAT I CAN ACHIEVE 
BY STRATEGY". AS FOR ADMIRATION, MANY OF THE LEADING 
FIGURES OF THE DAY, GREATLY THOUGH THEY MAY HAVE DISLIKED 
HIM PERSONALLY, READILY ACKNOWLEDGED HIS BRILLIANCE AS A 
MILITARY COMMANDER.
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- THE BOOK THAT IS BEING INAUGURATED TODAY IS NOT ABOUT 
MACARTHUR AS SUCH, ALTHOUGH HE IS CERTAINLY THE CENTRAL 
FIGURE IN ANY NARRATION OF THE STRUGGLE TO LIBERATE THE 
PHILIPPINES FROM THE JAPANESE INVADER DURING WORLD WAR II. 
THE BOOK TELLS A STORY OF COURAGE, OF THE DESTRUCTION OF 
MANY LIVES AND GREAT MATERIAL LOSS, OF ULTIMATE VICTORY, 
AND OF THE EMERGENCE OF A FREE AND SOON-TO-BE INDEPENDENT 
PHILIPPINES. PERHAPS OF EQUAL INTEREST IS THE STORY IT 
TELLS OF A PERIOD WHEN THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FILIPINO 
AND AMERICAN WAS COMING FULL CIRCLE.

- HERE AGAIN, GENERAL MACARTHUR'S CAREER MAY BE SAID 
TO SYMBOLIZE THAT FULL CIRCLE. AFTER ALL, HIS FATHER 
WAS A PRINCIPAL FIGURE IN THE FIRST AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
FORCE TO LAND AT CAVITE IN JULY 1898. HE FOUGHT TO SUBDUE 
THE FORCES OF GENERAL EMILIO AGUINALDO AND WAS LATER TO 
BECOME MILITARY GOVERNOR OF THE PHILIPPINES. DOUGLAS 
MACARTHUR HIMSELF FIRST CAME HERE AS A YOUNG SECOND 
LIEUTENANT IN 1903, AND THE REMAINDER OF HIS LIFE WAS TO 
BE MORE CLOSELY INTERTWINED WITH THE PHILIPPINES THAN 
WITH ANY COUNTRY OTHER THAN HIS OWN. BY THE TIME THAT 
MACARTHUR WAS ABLE TO RETURN TO THIS CITY AT THE HEAD OF A 
LIBERATING ARMED FORCE IN 1945, A BOND OF SHARED VALUES 
ANO COMMON INTERESTS HAD BEEN FORGED BETWEEN OUR TWO 
PEOPLES THAT HAS WITHSTOOD THE TEST OF TIME.

- THE STORY OF THE LIBERTION OF THE PHILIPPINES ANO 
MACARTHUR'S ROLE IN IT IS AN INSPIRING ONE. IT IS ONE 
THAT DESERVES TO BE RECALLED BY ALL OF US WHO LIVED THROUGH 
THOSE TIMES, WHETHER AS A SCHOOLBOY IN MASSACHUSETTS, AS 
I WAS THEN, OR AS A GUERILLA FIGHTING IN THE HILLS AND

- IT WAS AN ALMOST FANTASTIC LIFE, THAT OF THE SMALL 
BOY RAISED ON ONE OF THE U.S. ARMY FORTS IN THE AMERICAN 
WILD WEST, THROUGH A YOUNG MANHOOD AT WEST POINT, WHERE 
TRAINING STRESSED THE SKILLS OF THE LAST WAR, TO THE 
MATURE COMMANDER WHO WAS ONE OF THE FIRST TO GRASP THE 
ADVANTAGE OF AIR POWER AND COMBINED AIR, SEA AND LAND 
OPERATIONS. .
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PLAINS OF THE PHILIPPINES OR AS A CIVILIAN WHO BORE THE 
MANY PRIVATIONS OF THE LONG YEARS OF THE OCCUPATION.
MORE IMPORTANT. THE STORY DESERVES TO BE DISCOVERED BY A 
WHOLE NEW GENERATION WHICH HAS LITTLE DIRECT KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE BITTER COMMON STRUGGLE, DURING WHICH FILIPINO AND 
AMERICAN GAINED HEIGHTENED RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER AND 
DEEPENED A LASTING FRIENDSHIP WHICH HAS SERVED BOTH COUNTRIES 
WELL. IT IS, AFTER ALL, THIS NEW GENERATION TO WHOM WE 
LOOK TO ASSURE THE CONTINUANCE OF THE FRIENDSHIP IN THE 
YEARS TO COME.

- . FOR THAT REASON, WE ARE INDEBTED TO TIME-LIFE BOOKS
FOR MAKING THE STORY AVAILABLE TO MILLIONS OF READERS, 
IN A HIGHLY READABLE VERSION.
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