University of Hawaii at Manoa Hamilton Library

eVols Repository https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu

Box USH20 Box USH20, Folder 12

Co-signed letter requesting funding
for the Housing Opportunities for
Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) program

Neil Abercrombie Papers
U.S. House, Box USH20, Folder 12
https://hdl.handle.net/10524/90274

Items in eVols are protected by copyright, with all rights reserved, unless otherwise indicated.

UHM Library Digital Collections Disclaimer and Copyright Information



https://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/research/scholarly-communication/repositories/policies-guidelines/copyright-policy/

dUashington, BC 20315

April 18, 2002

The Honorable James T. Walsh

Chairman

Subcommittee on VA, HUD and Independent Agencies
Committee on Appropriations

H-143. Capitol

Washington. DC 20515

Dear Chairman Waish:

We are writing to request a funding level of at least $325 million for the Housing
Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) program for Fiscal Year (FY) 2003. As you
know the HOPWA program. which enjovs wide bipartisan support, is the only federal housing
program that specifically provides cities and states hardest-hit by the AIDS epidemic with the
resources to address the housing crisis facing people living with AIDS.

President Bush demonstrated his strong commitment to the HOPW A program by
requesting a S15 million increase for FY03 and we believe it is necessary to build on this
important request with an appropriation of at least $325 million. Despite consistent support from_ -

Your committee in increasing HOPWA’s annual appropriation, the growing demand for services
requires a substantial increase this vear.

Major strides have been made in treatment options for people living with HIV/AIDS, and
with these advances. there is new hope for everyone touched by the AIDS epidemic. However,
the cost of these new treatments can often force people to decide between essential medications
and other necessities. such as housing. Further, individuals with HIV/AIDS must have stable
housing : ' 1t f lex drug treatments which often require
special dietary . In addition, licati often be refrigerated and taken on arigid

e. Inadequate housing is not only a barrier to treatment. but aiso puts people with
HIN/AIDS at risk of premature death from exposure to other diseases. poor nutrition, stress and
lack of medical care. At any given time. one-third to one-half of all Americans with AIDS are
' nt danger of losing their homes. HOPWA unswers this need.
suceesstully providing suitable. reasonably priced housing for thousands of Americans battling
AIDS.

HOPW A enables cities and states to design and provide community-based. cost-effective
housing ror people living with AIDS und their families. [t provides maximum flexibility to states
dnd communtities to implement stratecies that respond to local housing needs and shortfalls, In
uddition. the administrative costs of the program are capped. ensuring the money goes directly to

‘ serving peopie with AIDS.




In FY 2001 alone. HOPW A funds served over 61,700 people in roughly 49,400 units of
housing. in 71 cities and 34 states across the nation. Unfortunately,

the demand for housing .
dccommodations for people living with HIV/AIDS continues to greatly outweigh the resources
currently available.

The HOPWA program offers thousands of
families the safety and stability

dramatic reduction in AIDS mo
an ullocation of $325 mi]
S0 that this important prog

people living with HIV/AIDS and their
to benefit from drug treatments that have contributed to a
rtality in this nation. We Urge you to give the highest priority to

lion for HOPWA in the Fisca] Year 2003 VA/HUD Appropriations b111
STam may continue to serve those in peed.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

Je'* d\aalc' Cf Chreog owle Ccnﬁue

Morella /
Member of Congress  Member of Congress Member of Congress .

c¢tAppropriations Committee Members




TWashington, BE 20315

April 18. 2002

The Honorable Alan B. Mollohan

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on VA, HUD and Independent Agencies
Committee on Appropriations

1016 Longworth House Office Building

Washington. DC 20515

Dear Ranking Member Mollohan:

We are writing to request a funding level of at least $323 million for the Housing
Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) program for Fiscal Year (FY) 2003. As vou
know the HOPWA program. which enjovs wide bipartisan support. is the only federal housing
program that specifically provides cities and states hardest-hijt by the AIDS epidemic with the
resources to address the housing crisis facing people living with AIDS.

President Bush demonstrated his strong commitment to the HOPW A program by
requesting 1 $15 million increase for FYO03 and we believe it is necessary to build on this

-

IMpOrtant request with an appropriation of at least $323 million. Despite consistent support from

your commuttee in increasing HOPW A annual appropriation, the growing demand for services

=

requires a substantial increase this vear.

Mujor strides have been made in treatment options for people living with HIV/AIDS. and
with these advances. there is new hope for everyone touched by the AIDS cpidemic. However,
the cost of these new treatments can often force people to decide between essential medications
and other necessities. such as housing. Further. individuals with HIV/AIDS must have stable
housing to ensure access to and/or benefit from complex drug treatments which often require
spectal dietary needs. In addition. medications must often be refrigerated and taken on o rigid
time schedule. [nadequate housing is not only a barrier to treatment. but also puts people with
HIN/AIDS at risk of premature death from exposure (0 other diseases. poor nutrition. stress and
lack of medical care. At any given time. one-third to one-haif of all Americans with AIDS are
either homeless or in imminent danger of losing their homes. HOPWA unswers this need.
successfully providing suitable. reasonably priced housing for thousands or Americans bartling
AIDS.

HOPWA enables cities and states to design and provide community-dased. cost-effective
housing for people living with AIDS und their families. It provides maximum flexibility 10 states
and communities to implement stratesies thar respond to locai housing reeds and shorttalls. In
addition. the administrative costs of the program are capped. ensuring the money goes directly 1o
sering people with AIDS.




In FY 2001 alone. HOPW
housing, in 71 cities and 34 states
accommodations for people |
currently available.

The HOPWA program offers thousands of people living with HIV/AIDS and their
families the safety and stability to benefit from drug treatments that have contributed to a
dramatic reduction in AIDS mortality in this nation. We urge you to give the hi
an allocation of $325 million for HOPWA in the Fiscal Year 2003
so that this important program may continue to serve those in need.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
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¢C: Appropriations Committee Members




Berjamin Gil
Member of Congress

Bk =
&Km:iLeach
Memsder of Congress

lleana Ros-Lehtinen
Member of Congress

° M\{WA

Steoheﬁ Hom
Member of Congress

Amo Houg ‘J

)\/I‘e};be/or Congress

ﬂ WM?W

’\Iancv'Pelosn
Member of Congress

%(u\

Martin Frost
Member of Congress

Pete Stark
Member of Congress

Sherrod Brown
Member of Congress

John Dingell
Member of Congress

/

enry Vaxman
Member of Congress




/m/!,& X Lot

Hilda Solis
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