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I bring to you and all other members of this august body sreetings fro 

my colleazues in the House of Representatives and the Senate of 

the Congress of Micronesia and the people of the Trust Tezrxitoxy. 

It is a creat privileze and honor for me to be accozded the oppor- 

tunity to appear before you today. I will always cherish the 

honor and the experience, 

Our Hich Commissioner, the Honorable William R. Noxwood, has 
amply presented to this Council the past accomplishments, current 

proszrams and future plannins for the Trust Territozy Government, and 

there is no need for me to impose on the time and indul<ence of this 

Council in repeatins these mattes, 

There are three ways to view and evaluate problems and con- 

ditions in the Trust Territory - throuzh the eyes of the U, N, 
Visiting Missions to the Trust Territory, the most recent such 
mission having visited the area earlier this year; throuzh the eyes 

Marshalls of the Administering Authority; or throuzsh the eyes of the Micro- 

nesian pééple themselves, 

I would like to address myself to the task of presenting to 

this Council a brief review of some of the major problems we have 

and areas of vrotress which have been made, as I think the Micro~ 

nesians in seneral see them and specifically as I think the Con- 

sress of Micronesia sees these problems and progress, 

It should be pointed out at the outset that the challenses in 

Micronesia are enormous in their complexity and maznitude and nearly 

overwhelmins in their profusion and seeming ability to multiply, 

while the tools, the equimment and the resources necessary to com- 

bat these challenves are not always available either ia the quality 

or quantity required, 

The mission of developinz a viable economy - a primary conusid- 

eration in the total advancement of the Territory ~ has been dif- 

ficult, althouch much has beea accomplished and more continues to 

be accomplished, While recocvaizins that many of the difficulties  
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in developing a viable economy in Micronesia are due to physical 

factors waich have built-in limitations on what ¢an be done, such 

as the islands’ scattered location, small size and insularity as ° 

well as their deficiency in most of the natural resources vyanerally 

considered esseitial for the development of industry, we feel that 

there are existiiz problems and conditions which can and should be 

eliminated in order to accelerate further economic development and 

crowth, 

Several of these are easily identifiable: 

The existing tariff on Micronesian goods entering the United 

States, the restrictions on trade between Micronesia and foreign 

countries, the restrictive policies on'immizration and admission 

of non-U.S, citizens into the Trust Territory, and the infusioa of 

more U, S, and foreizn capital and skilled manpower should at this 

time be examined and evaluated in the light of present demands aad 

future economic needs of the Territory. 

The role of the Governmeat in the total ecoiomy of Micronesia 

must be tempered by the increasinz capacity of Micronesian entre- 

prencurs to assume a more active role and participation in the 

economic development of the islands, Personally, I do not want to 

see the sovernment dominatins the whole field of economic develop-~- 

ment procrams merely because it has financial credit, monopoly of 

skilled manpower, size and organization, f prefer seeing the zovern- 

ment steerin= away from economic development prosrams and providing 

jacentives to the private sector to wax and grow in a laissez faire 

atmosphere, If this means brinzving ia foreign capital and labor, 

we would like to see a movement in that direction by abandoning 

certain restrictions with the approval of the Congress of Micronesia; 

maintaining or creating, however, whatever safevuards will be nec- 

essary to insure that the Micronesians will share in the resulting 

prosperity, 

We would like to see in the Trust Territory greater progress in 

the modernization and rationalization of land development, agriculture, 

forestry and fishery programs, Many Micronesians feel that the Trust 

Territory can benefit from technical assistance and expertise avail- 

able from other U. S$, Government Azencies, such as the Department of 

Agriculture, Bureau of Land Manacement, Public Health Service, the 

Department of Labor and so forth, he Peace Corps has beea a bless~- 

ing to Micronesia and the programs under the Office of Economic Oppor- 

tunity which are just besinning to get off the sround look very 

promising, 

MORE  
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Perhaps more technical assistance and experts could be obtained from 

South Pacific countries such as Australia and New Zealand, aid so 

forth, 

The Government continues to hold title to and control a great 

percentace of arable land, The homestead procram as a method of 

returninz lands to Micronesiaas has not kept abreast with moderna land 

development and land management practices, with the steadily zrowinz 

population and the conturrent demand for planned asriculture, indus~ 

rial and residential subdivisions, As land is basic to a viable 

economy, it is essential that land management be staffed in each dis- 

trict with experienced professional and techaical pérsonnel and that 

training prozrams currently in operation be enlarvzed, 

In two and perhaps three districts, the people have shown an 

eazerness to develop tourism as an industry, but such a proposition 

appears saddled with difficulties such as land use planning, poor 

water systems, lack of power and sewace systems, combined with poor 

roads aid a generally inadequate trausportation system, It is 

eacouracing to the Micronesians to note,however, that the Adminis- 

tratioa is coznizant of these difficulties and of the creat poten~- 

tial of tourism in Micronesia and has already taken sone of the 

necessary first stepe in the direction of developins this industry, 

While traveling throuzh the six districts in January and Feb- 

ruary, the Interim Committees of the Senate and the House of the 

Concress of Micronesia noted that public health services, especially 

in the outer islands, coatinue to be plagued by difficulties in 

communications and transportation, inadequate suoplies and acceptable 

facilities and properly trained marpower to do a decent job, 

In the field of educatioa, hich school craduates are zenerally 

ill-prepared to earn a liviag in Micronesia, This is because the 

curriculum is primarily academic and collece preparatory, eventhouzha 

the zreat majority of the hich school craduates do aot go on to college, 

It is our hope that the current study of our educational system will 

sive breadth, scope, orieatation and direction as to where our school 

pro. xa should head, It appears that we nced, not only Micronesians in 

law, medicine and the liberal arts, but alsorand in sreater numbers ~ 

those trained as technicians, administrative, executive and managerial 

personnel, bookeepers, skilled machine operators, craftsmen and other 

skilled workers, Thus, our educational system should at this stage 

be oriented towards hizh-level Micronesian manpower for the critically 

important administrative, technical and educational work of develop~ 

ment and nationa-buildins, tosether with intermediate-level supporting 

occupations and towards makings provision for training larger numbers 

of skilled workers, artisaas, craftsmen and operatives required for 

an igland-ecotomice development, | 7 
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In commerce, the business capacity of corporations and businesses 

in the Trust Territory lacks the standing and stature to secure loans 

ad financial credit on par with like businesses and companies out- 

side the Territory at the prevailinz market level of economic activity, 

The several credit unions. and cooperative associations which serve 

now as a mainstay of commercial activity for many Micronesians are 

only recently bevrinnine to have any significant influence on the 

stream of commerce and would not have any overriding effect on the 

total economy for some time to come, 

By recountins all these thincs, I do a2ot mean to slicht the 

prozress that has been made in Micronesia, aor do I intend to be- 

little the positive and ambitious planus and programs now being carried 

out in the Trust Territor;,, Nor do I mean to imply that these prob- 

lems are the problems of the Administration alone, and not of the 
Micronesians themselves as well, Rather, by doing so [ feel that 

this body can better appreciate. the many challences, proglems and 

tasks remaining before all of us in Micronesia, despite unrelenting 

and sustained efforts of the Administering Authority and the people 

of Micronesia to seek and explore new avenues of solutions to solve 

these problems, 

My colleasues in the House and the Senate of the Consress of 

Micronesia place creat trust and confidence in our energetic Hish 

Sommissioner and in the United States as the Administerinc Authority 

for the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, There is, I delieve, 

a genuine feelinz of partnershin between the Administration and the 

Sonzress of Micronesia, The development prozram for the Trust Terri- 

tozy which our Hich Commissioner has presented here has our explicit 

endorsement, The newly raised ceiling of federal crant expenditures 

in the Trust Territory comin: shortly after the release of the Nathan 

Report and the Economic Develomment Plan for Micronesia is a timely 

DlLessinz for the veople of Micronesia, 

The Consress of Micronesia intends to play a key role in the 

direction and the manner in which the over-all development of Micro- 

nesia will take, Althouch circumscribed by the extent of its lecal- 

authority and the resources available at its disposal, the Concress 

stronvtly favors more involvement and particivation of Micronesians - 

in the political aad ecoszomic development of the Trust Territory, 

There are already some very encourazvins signs that we are going to 

move in this direction more rapidly, 

But perhaps this presentation will aot be complete if I do not 

make mention of the political future of Micronesia, We ia the 

Conzress of Micronesia are well aware of the ursency of this question 

and have deliberated upon it during the last two sessions of the 

MORE  
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Convress, We recozaize that Micronesia is but one of three remaining 
Trusteeships and the strides that Nauru and New Guinea are making 

towards self-determination and possibile independence in the next 

few years have not cone unnoticed by the Concsress of Micronesia, A 

number of measures in bills and resolutions were introduced in 

the last session of the Conzress proposinz to create a commission 

to make a s udy and recommendations; others called upon desicnated 

persons to make such a study and make. known their feelinzs, These 

expressions of interest, however, are only tentative and perhaps 

premature, We do not want to exercise, at this point in time, our 

interest and richt of self-determination until our yeople have ac- 

quired a first-hand knowledse of both the benefits and the respon- 

sibilities under each of the possible alternatives in the present 

20th Century context, We want & chance to learn the’issues so 

that we can wisely exercise the rivht to choose our political futur 

We hope that time is on our side, We feel most fortunate that during 
this interim period we have as our partner in the develomment of our 

islands the United States of America, 

The Micronesians do not ask for much, We do not want to have our 

islands as a political buffer area nor do we want to be buffeted 

around in international politics, We would like to have, however, 

a measure of economic well-beinc, a measure of acceptable livins 

standards, and a measure of political stability so that whatever 

can meaningfully contribute to the veace and security of the Community 

of nations, This, after all, was the purpose, if not the reason, 

Micronesia came under the Trusteeship Council of the United Nations, — 

nd it is certainly the reason for which I was selected by my col- 

leavues in the House of Representatives of the Concress of Micronesia 

to appear before you today, Thank you very much, 
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