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- Prof. Aquino remarks on Magellan’s ‘discovery’|

Belinda A. Aquino
- Special to Ka Leo .
: Thyejfollawing is excerpted
om
Columbus - to - Magellan,” given
~at the “Rethinking Columbus
" and Cook” forum held Nov. 5.
gqumo is a professor ‘in the
- . De
: director of -the - Center for
. Philippine Studies, University of
Hawaii at Manoa. . - I
- " I’ve been asked to comment
- -on the impact of the so-called
. “age of discovery” on Philippine
© society and culture, and by ex-
i ‘tension on the formation of
: Filipino communities outside of
" the Philippines such as Hawaii.
Just as Christopher Columbus is

noted in history books as having -

S “dimovemd!)' the G‘New world))
,in" 1492, Ferdinand Magellan is
' often referred to in our history
| books. as having “discovered”
; the Philippines some 30 years
. later. It is particularly important
i for ‘'us supposedly “discovered”
. | peoples in the Third or Fourth
| Worlds to rectify traditional
: scholarship on the coming of the

quino’s speech, -“From.

tment of Political Science ,

‘West to our native shores.
‘Let me give you-a brief back-
ground on the conquest and an-

-nexation of . the Philippines
.which remained a stagnant

colony of Spain for more than
300 years. In his Note to the
Readers, Spanish chronicler An-
tonio  de Morga, who_ wrote
Sucesos de las Islas - Filipinas,
said, “Once America, a fourth
part of the globe, which was un-

known to the ancients, was won, .

the Spanish discoverers sailed,
following the sun, and they dis-
covered in the Eastern Ocean,
an archipelago composed of
.many islands adjacent to the
Asian mainland, peopled by
various nations, abundant in
-rich metals, precious stones and
pearls, and all manner of fruits,
on which lands they raised the
‘Banner of Faith and redeemed
them . from the power of Evil
and ‘- placed them under their

obedience and rule; so. that they

can justly erect therein their
peerless - pillars -and trophies
which famous Hercules had left
on the shores of the sea of Cadiz
which later on the strong arm of

tions to ‘the archi

dios  (native ~ population) to

- Noli Me ' Tangere (variously |

‘have dared to answer the calum- |
' pies that have for centuries been ]l
“heaped upon “us ‘and - our

and enterprises,
ground.” - . iy o0
After the conquest of the City |
of Malacca, Ferdinand' Magel- |-
lan, a Portuguese explorer, :
transferred his services to the
King of Spain, set sail for the
Southefn Seas, reaching the is-
land of Samar and-later Cebu |
where he was killed by the na-
tives of Mactan. This was short-
ly after 1521. Forty years later, .-
after various, Spanish expedi-

) fisn? i R ; <N A (i)
beied him i g aeets Of - the Philippines

ago now |
named after King Philip IT of
Spain, Miguel Lopez de Legaspi
effectively pacified the islands,
creating’ in the procéss the
primate city of Manila to be the
center of conquest, consolida- !
tion, and conversion of the In- |

B a:.qui

Christianity. o .

Jose Rizal, the Filipino na-
tional hero, best describes the
Spanish éra in the Philippines in .

_ Catholicism would blush, if ever |
it knew of them.” ¢ YR
This ‘'was what the Age of

. '" Columbus had meant to- people
translated as Social Cancer or | on the other side of the globe. |

The Lost Eden). Rizal wrote: “1 |, "y o Wi "phiinnine Revolu- ]

| tion of 1896 put an end to one
of the longest-running colonial |

. periods in world history, the:’

country. I have written of the | Filipinos thought they were free |

' social condition and the life, of i at last.. They proclaimed the |

our beliefs, our hopes, our long- | “first independent republic in-
'ings, our complaints, and our | Asia in 1898. The Americans ar- |
sorrows; 1 have unmasked the | rived unwelcome confusing the |
;h?'POCﬁSY “which, under - the | issue and robbing Filipinos of |
cloak of religion, has -come | their hard-earned liberation
‘among us to impoverish and to | |
brutalize us. have distin- |
guished the true religion from . —
"the false, from the superstition

that traffics with the holy word !

to get money and to make us |

believe in absurdities for which |




lfrom the dark chambers pf the"

Spanish Inquisition.-

| Time doesn’t allow me fo.
|detail the mnegative effects of

American imperialism on  Philip-
worth mentioning.

First, while mtroducmg
called “democracy,”. Amerwan
colonial rule in the - i

| of socioeconomic explonahon

|started by the Spaniards. -The
Tlustrado (educated) elite class, -
: which wxllmgl _collaborated .
with the Spaniards, became the

dominant class in polmcs a.nd

society.
| Second, the Phxhppme

tural exporter of raw materials.

tract labor to' produce sugar ‘in

! thousands as cheap labor.

l Third, theAmcncanscreated;

the largest overseas . military '
bases in the" Philippines: under
the most onerous cOndu:lons

masqueradm © as - “special .
! telattonsh:Ek Flhpmos were
e ~“little brown'

| brothers” ‘whose - security and
well-being were controlled * by
Uncle Sam or “big- brother
' America.” Even long after the.
|Ph1hppmes gained its indepen-
"dence in 1946, the U.S. refused .
to leave. If it biad - not been-for
Mt. Pinatubo’s.” eruption last
July. the Americans would still

pine society but a few pomts are

essentlally continued the pattern-

 cconomy under the. Americans
 basically remained an agi'n;:ul-5

| It is no wonder that when the
' Hawaii plantations needed. con- |

the early 1900s, the planters
. recruited Fnhpmos by -the

(be “in Clark Field. And if it
hadn’t been for the wisdom and:

icourage of the Philippine

| Senate, Subic Bay would want

to hang on for another decade! .

Today in Hawau,
'160000 Filipinos

around
constitute
nearly 14 percent of the popula-

Itlon Most of them are in 'the -

| services or lower-paying sectors

of -.the economy. I don’t doubt
for a moment that they face m-i

! stitutional racism and dis-
' crimination in their work places.

‘don’t have political power.
By -way of . endmg, let say that

. that in turn necessitated the ex:
| ploitation -of subject peoples

,vFanons famous phrase. We

. They- -don’t . have economic ;
power. And consequently, -they

the age of discovery of the New -
World associated with Colum- .
‘bus led to a global expansion

.caught in-this' web of historical

upheaval. The '  conquered "
peoples became the “wretched .
of- the earth,” to borrow'

were ‘made to learn English in- -
'stead of local languages. Even’
! the name of our country, Philip-

' pines, does not seem authentic’

as it is forever linked with King
[Pluhp of Spuin. And the term
| Filipinos was used to refer to

| Spaniards born in the Philip--

pmes as opposed to the penin-
sulares, or those born in Spain.

| “The time for rediscovery is
’ long ‘overdue. But. sometimes
! you ,wonder if it will ever come
,ataﬂ Thatlsthcdownsxde of
ways it is an

i history. In man

} incomplete or false history.





