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Prof. Aqtiino remarks on Magellan's .~dis~oyery'I. .. . .. . 
1 

Belinda A. Aquino . West to our native shores.· • Charles the V, • :our 1..oi:d .who I o·. · f ----th·e·· p· hill".· ,."''p· . ·pm·. ·es· J 

- ~alto Ka L~ ]..et me giv~· you-·a brief back- bested him in grandiose deeds -! • • • • • 
· · · · · · · · . ground on the conquest and an-· • and enterprises, rued to the ; · •• • • · • • • • -·· • - • 1 

• ·. The:· . following ~ excerp'ted nexation of .• the . Philippines ground . ., ·•· ·. · . • . , · '. \ 
from · · Aquino's speech, • ·"From . . which . remained . a • stagnant After the conquest of the City 1

1 
• 1 

Columbus ·- to .· Magellan," given - .colony of Spain for .more than or· Malaa:a, Ferdinand· Magel- •• i 
a( the "Rethinking" . Colrimhus • 300 years. In his Note to the Jan, a Portuguese -• expl(!.-er, ; I 
and Cook" forum held Nov. 5. Readers, Spanish chronicler An- transferred his services to the ', • 1 

• Aquino is a professo.r in the tonio de Morga, • who_ wrote King of S~ set s~ for ~e I j 
. Depar-tment • o.f Po.litical Science , Sucesos de las Islas · Filipirias~ Southern Seas, reaching the ts- • I 
and director of the · Center for · said, · "Once America,· a ·fourth land of Samar and• later Cebu i .• , 
Philippifle Studies, University of part of the globe, which was un- where he was killed · by the na- _'· , I 

Hawaii tit Marwa. . . . known to the ancients, was won, . tives of ~ctaii. This was short- j '. I 
. I've been . asked to conunent the Spanish discoverers sailed; ly after 1521. Forty years. later, : _, 
on the impact· of the so-called following the sun, and they dis- iill,er various._ Spanish expedi..: I 
"age of discovery" on Philippine covered in the Eastern Ocean, -tions to the archipelago now ·1 

society and • ~tute, and by ex- an • archipelago composed of named_ after King Philip n of 
:tension_ on • the formation . of . many islands adjacent to the Spain, Miguel_ Lopez de Legaspi 1 
Filipino communities · outside of Asian mainland, • • peopled by .. eff~~vely: pacified the _islands, .

1 the Philippines such as Hawaii. various nations, abundant in creating : m the process the , 
Just as Christophtir Columbus is . rich metals, precious stones and p~te city of Manila to be the I ' i 
noted .in history books as having . pearls, and all IDa:11I1er of fruits, center of conquest, consolida- . 

: -"discovered" the "New World" on which lands they raised _the tion, and conversion of the In- •
1 

1 

,in 1492, Ferdinand Magellan is Banner of Faith and redee~e~ dios_ .(~tive • population) . to • Belinda Aquino 
ofl,en. referred to in our history them . from the power of Evil Christiamty. . . .•. • 
books . as l;laving • "discovered" • a~d _placed them . under · theit_ . . .Jose ~. the Fili~ino na-. ! Catholicism would blush, if ever · I 
the Philippines some · 30 yea.rs obedi~ce and rule, so. ~t th~y • ti~n~ h':f'o,. best d~n~s ~e I it knew of them." · • . . ·, 
later. It is particularly important can Justly ; erect_ therem ~~ Sp~sh_ era .. m the Philipp~es m . • , This. ·was what th_ e Age of I 
foi: ·us . supposedly t'discoverecf', pec:rless pillar.s and trophies • Noli Me Tange~e (vanously I Columbus had meant to-people 
peoples in ~he Third. or Fourth which famous Hercules nad left translated as Soc~ Cancer.. ~r 1 . on the othei side of the globe. ; 
W~rlds t<> rectify . traditional on _the shores of the sea of Cadiz . The Lost_ Eden). Rizal wrote . . I ! ; . When the Philippine Revolu- ] 
·scholarship on the coming of the · which later on the_sµ-ong arm -~f h_'.1:V~ ~ -~o_answer the_cal~~ . I: tion of .1896 put an end .to one J 

' nies that haye f~r oo,ntu.Ji~ been 11 . of · ~e l~ngest-nnin~g .. colonial . i 
heaped upon us and · our I penods m world history, the ,.I 

, country. · I . :'i~ve .written (!f the i .· Filipinos thought they yvere free i 
social· condition and the life, of ◄ at last. · They proclaimed the 1 

_ ~ur beliefs, · our bo_PC?S, our long- ,1, '· fir~t . indc_pen"ent rep~blic in-1 
mgs, our complaints, and our I A.s1a m 1898. Th~ Amen~ ar- I 
sorrows; l have unmas~ the . J . rived_ unwelcome confuSl,Ilg the I 

• hypocrisy . • w~~h, • under • th~ 11 iss~ and robbing FiliJ.>in<>s. of I 
cloak of re~gion, ~as. • come •1 thell". . hard-earned . liberation I 

• among us to unpovensh ~d·_to 1 _· _ ____ _____ _ 
brutalize us. I b11ve distin- _1 

·-gwshed_ the true r-eligion · fr~m ,' 
: the false, ·from the_ su~rstition • 
that traffics ;with the holy word ! 
to get money an_d_ to make . us I 
believe in absurdities for whicb ! 



I . - . . • . . . • .. 

I from. the dar!c. '?ham.hers of the.· 
. Sparush lnqwntion.- . . ·· • . . . · 
I Time doesn't .allow me ,to , 
' detail the negative .ditx.ts of. 
American imperialism on Philip,­
pine society_ b~t a few. points are ' 
worth menllomng. . • • .· · 

First, while introducing . so­
called "democracy,".· American 
colonial rule in the Philippines 
essentially continued the 1?3~m ' 

1-0r socioeconomic • ~lo1tation . 
started ·. by the . S~ds. · The 

I 'Rustra4o (educated) ellte cll)SS, • 
• which • willin~y , collabo~ted :· 
with the Spamar~.: ~e the 
dominant class m politics . and 
society. • . • ' 

I Second t:Jie - Philippine 
economy • under the . Americans ·. 

• basically remained. an agn9"1- ; 
tural exporter of raw materials. ; 
It ~s no • wonder t:hat when the . 

.

1

. Hawaii plantations· .. n ceded.. · ~~.;. , 
tract labor ~o produce sugar ·m . 
the early 1900s, the p~te~ • 

. recruited · • Filipinos by · -the 
; thousands.as cheap labor . • • ·· : 
I . Thir.. • ; d .th Aniericaris created , 

the tar'ge,st _o~r~~ .· -Jnilitary-; 
bases in the · Philippme$· unckr 
the most ··· onerous • conditi~~ , 
~uerading • as • . a · • "s~al . 
relationship," • Filipinos . were • 

I: treated . like -«little . ·brow;n ' 
!brothers" -whose . security and 
I well-being were coritroll~ • by 
!:Uncle_ Sam e>r '~big:: brother: . 
. Amenca." .. :_Even . long after · tb,e, : 
I Philippines . gained its indepen­
, dence in 1946, the U.S. refused 

I

' to leave. If it bad not been · for 
Mt Pinatubo's . - eruption last 
Julv. the Americans· wouht _still 

1
, ·~ , m. _ Clarie · Fiel<I.. ~d . i( it 
hadn't been for the wisdom and­

i courilge 'of the -~ppiµ,e 
1 Senate, Subic Bay woul,d want 
i to hang on for ano~r deca4e! • 
! • Toda,y in Hawaij, around . 
! 160,000 . Filipinos . constitute • 
, • nearly 14 percent of the p~pula- ,: 
I tion: Most of .them are m the : 
services or lower-paying sectors . 
of .the economy. I don't d_o~bt '. 
for · a moment that they face -m- : 

, stitutional . racism ' . and dis-
1 crimination in their work places. 
1 They- . don't • . hiye . economic ; 
1 power . . Ang c~~uently, .they · 
• don't have pt>lillcal power. 

By,way ofending, let say ~t . 
the. age ~f discovery ~f the New : 

I World associated with Col~~: 
• bus led · to a global expans1on : 
that in tum necessitated the . ex.:. 

' pfoitation . of subject _peo(>les : 
caught . in . this · we~ . of his~ncal · 
• upheaval; The , . ~onquered • 

1 peoples . became the . • wretched : 
! of- the. earth,'' to _ borrow ' 
i. Fanon's· famous • phra9t:. ~e • 
, were made to learn English ~- · 
! stead of local languages. Ev~ • 
! the . name of our country, Philip- · 
, pin'!s,. does • not. seem ~u~tic • 
·[. as ~~ 1s forever_ linJce(l with· King 
. P~p . of Sp..m. And the term 
! filipinos was ~ to refe~ : to 
i Swn.iatds born _1n the Phili_p- · 
: pine,s, u op~ to _the · fJe!IIII• 

su/ares/ot those born m. Spam. 
·-The · tunc · for reqi~very is 

long • C)V~tdue. • But , . ~DJetimes • 
; you;wonder ~ it ~ill~~-come · 
/ at all. That . 'IS . the do~~ .of . 
t history. Jn many y.'~~ 1t is a,n 
/ incomplete or false history. . • 
I . . .. . . . - . • ... ' . , .. , . .. 




