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MARTIAL LAW

1. PRONOUNCEMENTS OF THE CATHOLIC
BISHOPS CONFERENCE OF THE PHILIPPINES.
Stuwee the inception of dictatorial rule in late 1972, the
Conference of Bishops of the Philippines has spolen
up on various wrgeat and vital politicel issues. "Note-
worthy are the following:

1. 1. Joint Pastoral Letter in July, 1973 (on Evange-
lization and Development): In the conclusion of their
reflections on the subject, they zeroed in on the situa-
tion of the nation under martial law, asking that the
people’s right to the truth be restored, also their rights
to participate in decisions for the common good, to
share equitably in the fruits of development,

1.2. Letter {o the President in July, 1971 (on the un-
certatn duration of Martiel Law): The Bishops ap-
pealed in the letter to President Marcos to shorten
martial law, to return the country to constitutional gov-
ernment, judging, after long deliberations, that this
was what the common good of the people demanded at
the time. Implicit in the request was their judgment
that the prolongation of one-man rule would be un-
warranted and therefore immoral.

1.3. Statement in January, 1975 (on participation in
referenda held under martial law): The statement
was addressed to the people but in reality it was an
appeal to the President for the moral conduct of the
referendum of February 27 of that year. The Bishops
asked in no uncertain terms that his government pro-
vide proper and stringent safeguards to ensure that
the referendum would be a free expression of the
people’s opinions on the questions proposed to them
for consideration.

1.4. Unspoken Premises.  There are, coidently, some
premises belind these pronouncements of the Bishops.
It is now the time to come to grips with those - pre-
nnises, to spell them out in unequivocal languuge. '

2. PEOPLE PROBLEMS

2.1. Family. The family is the foundation of any
well-ordered society, but especially of Filipino society
since we as a people are family-oriented to an exception-
al degree,

This foundation of late is being subtly — and not too
subtly at times — eroded by gocernnent programs of
popidation control in which the parammount velue put
Jorward is material development to the detriment of
other strongly Filiptno values.

These programs are vitioted further in the presswres
their promoters cxert on couples to accept methods
of contraception that yo against Catholic conscicnee:

little is lert to personal rreedom and choice,

2.2. Youth. Camps for youths, 18 years of age and
under, have been started at Mt. Makiling, Mambukal
(Negros Oce.), Cebu City, and Calinan (Davao City).
Provincial centers are in the planning stage. Supposed-
ly ‘they are for the training of Kabataan Barangay
leaders. Most disturbing is the regimen followed in
these camps, reminiscent of IMitler's Youth Movement



of the "30s and the Red Guards of China. Systema-
tic indoctrination in New Society ideals but bordering
on brain-washing and leading to an undisguised per-
sonality cult of President Marcos characterizes the
training program of these camps. The harm done
to the susceptible young cannot be overestimated.

2.3, Laborers. Presidential Deeree 823 is a flagrant
violation of the workers’ vights to strike for nwore just
returns on their labor. The revised decree, despite
the purported changes, leaves the laborers where PD
823  put them: completely defenseless. Protest
strikes have been taking place alk over Manila and
its environs since the issuance of the decree. But to
wo avail. The wnjust legislation is still in force and
laboy leaders languish in jail to be released only at the
pleasure of the government for as long as the “State of
Emergency” lasts.

2.4, TFarmers. Land reform was solemnly proclaim-
ed as the New Society’s teststone of reform. Three
and a half years have slipped by since that grandiose
proclamation. Land reform is still by and large a
paper accomplishment. In the national budget of
1975, its implementing funds totalled a mere
P209,482,000 in contrast to the Military share ot
P2,849,202,000.

We must stand four-square for land reform: but it
must be real; it must be done with justice. The half-
hearted effoits of the government have brought only
bitterness and confusion to the rural folk. The mas-
sive deception that it has been so far can only spawn
greater problems in the future.

2.5, Squatters. The urban landless in Tondo and
other heavily populated areas of Manila and other
cities are being forcibly ejected from their current
dwelling places, relocated to areas far from their work
and sources of livelihood, and little attempt, if any,
is being made by the government to meet them half
way on their legitimate grievances. If there are any
real efforts at solving problems of housing, these are
secondary to the convenience of big business, to the
tourist trade, to the likes and dislikes of the arbiters
of national esthetics. 4

2.6. Political Prisoners. People thrown into jail these
days on the merest suspicion of subversion practically
have no rights. Arbitrary arrests are matched by
arbitrary detentions. Charges are scldom lodged
against detainees or are made only after long months
of imprisonment. Torture of prisoners is not wun-
common. The situation is such that the stockade re-
presents, to the ordinary Filipino, martial law in its
most inhwman aspect.

2.7. Students. State-control of schools is now such
that educators have little room for their exercise of
initiative and imagination. Private schools could well
be mere memories in a few years. Not only curricula
but value emphases as well are all prescribed down to
the last detail, from Manila. In this setting, the pri-
mordial right of parents to see to the education of their
children is preempted completely by the state. The
real victims can only be the students.

2.8. Dissidents. The practice of granting ammesty
to professed rebels who surrender is in glaring con-
trast to the treatment of political prisoners, and, for
that matter, of common criminals.

In the troubled areas of Mindanao, it is actually much
more profitable to commit a crime of rebellion, sur-
render and receive the emolhwments of amnesty, than
to work within the law at improving one's life con-
dition. This perverted exercise of justice by the gov-
ernment creates a perverted sense of justice amony
the people.

2.9. Cultural Minorities. In the government's gar-
gantuan drive for economic development, the cultural
minorities’ prior rights to the land of their fathers
are cast aside as of no consequence — except in a few
instances where the minorities have stood up and
fought.

Development cannot be hwman and just if it means
depriving the least of our people of their lands without
their consent and without recompense conmensurate
to their loss.

PANAMIN, the government agency directly respon-
sible for the welfare of cultural minorities, has of
late exhibited a strange penchant for destroying, ra-
ther than strengthening, the cultural fabric of these
forgotten peoples.

2.10. Aliens. The unequal treatment of foreigners
in our midst is startingly apparent to anyone who
stops and considers their predicament. Foreign in-
vestors and tourists are given all kinds of privileges
for the money (it is hoped) they bring to the country.
Missionaries, on the other hand, are saddled with all
manner of restrictions amounting to pure harassment,
petty and large. The summary deportation of Fa-
thers Alessi and Cocquio is a prime example of the
problem. Are people who work for the things of the
spirit dangerous — not those who bring in material
wealth (and actually end up spiviting it out of the
country) ?

3. ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF MARTIAL LAW. \ve
have dwelt on the negative aspects of martial law, as
they are felt by the people. Not all is unmitigated
evil, of course. There are positive accomplishments,
too. But try as we may, we cannot come up with a
correspondingly long litany of such positive accom-
plishments. The following are the only ones we can
honestly cite:

'3.1. Peace and Order. Martial law has brought in

a semblance, if not the reality, of discipline in some
areas of the country, notably in Manila and bigger
cities. Firearms are not sported around by private
individuals, as in the past, and city streets are safer

{for that reason — relatively at least to pre-martial
law days. Included in this is the muzzling of warlords
in the provinces — by no means a small accomplish-
ment.

3.2. Infra-structure Projects. Road-building and im-
provement programs are being pushed through in a
business-like way in many parts of the country. True,
many of these are geared to the tourist industry,
but the spin-off in benefits to the people at large is
quite substantial.

3.3, Naturalization of Aliens. The recent granting
of Filipino citizenship to thousands of deserving fo-
reigners can be considered. a positive act of govern-
ment. The comparatively easy granting of citizen-
ship to them does away with a great deal of red-tape
and the shelling out of bribe money, general prac-
tices under the old bureaucracy.

4. WIDER PROBLEMS. JMore to the point than
these debatable aspects of martial law, are other pro-
blems of far-reaching consequences.

4.1. Political Restructuring. The President makes
much of his claim that the powers he exercises are
all sanctioned by the Constitution of the Republic
(although *t is by no means clear which Constitution,
the 1935 or the 1972 one, is operative). Yet there
is grave doubt whether martial law invoked for the
reform of society can be constitutionally imposed at
all,

But more important than legal niceties, the drastic
centralization of all political power in the President
coupled with the integration of all military and po-
lice forces under one central command puts the whole
nation under the effective control of one man. What
will be the consequences of this development jor the
future?

4.2. Militarization. The old primary oligarchy has
been diminished somewhat in importance although they
still wield enormous economic power. The secondary
oligarchy, politicians and warlords, have faded from
the scene likewise with the down-playing of partizan
polities.

But their function has been miore than ably takcn
over by the military; and the plague of corruption
goes on unabated — violence and terrorizing too, since
the wmilitary are the only people licensed to carry
arms. With the new taste for power and wealth ac-
quired by the wmilitary elite, will it be possible for
the nation to revert to truly civilian rule within owr
geseration?

4.3. The New Economics. If the sycophantic me-
dia are to be believed, the country has been decizively
and irrevocably steered onward on the road of rapid
economic development by the present government.
Foreign investors are pouring into the country in
droves, spurred on by the easy terms on profits re-
patriation offered them by the government.

At the same time heavy borrowing is the fashion of
economic solvency — loan after big loan is being ne-
gotiated and contracted practically everyday. What
does all this mean for the economy of the country
five, ten years hence?

5. OUR CONCERN. We must be deeply concerncd
about the repercussions of the new political and eco-
nomic order on the lives of our people, the effects
on their moral fiber. Are these developments in the
political and econoniic spheres genuinely for their con-
mon good?

5.1. The Concept of Development. Emerging from
all the government’s efforts at butlding up a new so-
ciety is a concept of development which should leave
us cold with apprehension. Despite all the reassur-
ing rhetoric, development in actual practice is de-
fined in sheerly economic terms. Ecoiomic develop-
ment is the New Society’s supreme value. All else,
inalienable rights included, are secondary to it

5.2. People Participation in Decision-Making. The
government's faulty concept of development can be
changed — if the people were allowed a more positive
part in defining it. But as matters stand, we are fast
becoming a nation of sheep. Participation in deci-
sions on what directions to take as a nation is nil,
notwithstanding the various instrumentalities creuted



by the government for the purpose: Barangay as-
semblies, referenda, the different levels of Sangguni-
ans. These are all attempts at giving the people a
feeling of participaticn, but deep down in their guts
the people know these are only sops. But fear — or
possibly the absence of an alternative leadership —
prevents them from coming up with measures that
could correct the present farce.

The prevailing situation is essentia-
ly one of violence: the imposition of one man’s will
on 40 million others. Violence breeds violence. The
people will someday awake to a realization of their
actual plight. We fear the consequences of that
awakening. Already we see signs of it flaring up
sporadically all over the nation. We also see that the
government is not responding to those signs in a cons-
tructive manner. Strategies and tactics of deception
are the order of the day.

5.3. Violence.

6. TOWARDS AN OPTION. If we look at the poli-
tical situation of the wation, we caunot but fear for
what s happening to the spirit of owr people pre-
cisely because of martial law — or whatever name it
should go by. Perhaps the time for words is pust.
Now is the time for action., Dut what action?

6.1. DPolitical Options. There are a number of poli-
tical options open to us as a people. The possibilities
are myriad and the very richness of choices has per-
haps had a paralyzing effect on most of us. But
three general options are open to us for consideration
and action.

6.1.1. Martial Law. We could go on with martial
law, waiting patiently for the government to deliver
on its many magnanimous promises and plans for
reform. Within this structure we can work to make
the Barangay Assemblies, the referenda, the Sanggu-
nian Bayan in all its forms, genuine instrumentalities
of governance.

But doing so would be a radical contradiction of the
total control that the present governmoent wants and
I any case, stnee the abore-men-
nmerely consultative bo-

actually cxerciscs.
tioned instrumentalities wre
dies, is this (/I;Iil::: an upliﬂu at all?

6.1.2. Constitutional Government. We could opt for
a return to constitutional government. The proposal
to convene the National Interim Assembly is a step in
that direction and should be given careful thought
by martial law authorities. The problem of which
Constitution we are under now is still unresolved.
But technicalities like this, serious though they ave,
should not bog us down in futile debate. Move import-

ant than fine legalities are the condition our people are
in and the many problems confronting them as a na-
tion. Can these problems be better met under a consti-
tutional government? And would a return to such
government necessarily mean a return to the old pat-
terns of oppression of pre-martial law days?

6.1.3. Subversion. We could, finally, decide for vio-
lence and subversion. This is, we fear, more and more
the choice of many among our people, the young es-
pecially, who see no possibility that the presently en-
trenched government is willing to give up the privileges
and spoils of usurped power in favor of the real be-
nefit of the people. But is violence the answer? Have
we in truth exhausted all possibilities? And will the
overthrow of this government not lead to another
form of totalitarian rule no better, perhaps even worse,
than before?

et the

6.2, Necessary  Pre-condition: people b

heard; let the people decide.

6.2, 1. The basis of Our Proposal. We belicee in
our people’s political maturity, in their innate yood
sense; we also belicve in thelr right to be heard, to
share in decisions of state; and we belicve that the
basic evil of martial law as it has been conducted since
ils tmposition is preeisely the denial to our people of
their right to purticipate in the jorming of deecisivus
Lhat concern thelr cery lives,

This denial tn effcet makes them creatures of the state,
to be joreibly cast into molds that the stale thinks
is best for them, to be controlled and driven by de-
crees and laws made without thelr consent, to be “de-
celoped” inte a “New Society” that in essence is
besed on violence, on deception and manipulation, This
is a higkly inimoral gituation,

.6.2.2. The Iree and Sovereign Will of the People.

“Let the people be heavd. Let them decide.” 1f this
hearing, this deciding, has to come about by a popular
referendum, it could be done by a referendum. But
that referendum will have to be genuinely free. And
for it to be free, the safeguards that the Conference
of Catholic Bishops proposed for the conduct of the
referendum of February 27, 1975 should he adopted.

We pray owr little voices will be joined by other little
voiccs.” And together thew will become a shout strong
enongh to he heard all over our troubled land.
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