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MARTIAL .LAW 

1. PRONOUNCEMENTS OF THE CATHOLlG 
BISHOPS CONFERENCE OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
Si11c1 Ilic i 11rcpt:io ,1 oj clicta/., ri11 I rnle i,1 lat" 1 9i.! . t.he 
('011 f uc11<·c oj Ni.~lwps uj the Pili l ip1,i ,1cs lrn s ., pu /;c 1, 
l! /I 011 nn-iu11;; urye,it um/ ,·ita l polit ical is;;He~. · ,\'ol e­
wuf'l hy are th e jo/lr,wing : 

1. 1. Joint Pastoral Letter in July, 1973 (011 Ern 11ue­
lization a11cl Dei·elop111e11l): In the conclusion of t heir 
reflections on the subject, they zeroed in on ·the situa­
tion of lhe nation under martial law, asking that the 
people's right to the tru t h be restored, also their rights 
to participate in decisions for the common good, to 
share equitably in the fruit s of tl eyc(opment. 

1. 2. Letter to th'e President in July, l!l7-I (0 11 lit e 101-
ccrtain . duration oj Marti<1l La1i- ): The Bishops ap­
pealed in the letter to President Marcos to shorten 
martial law, to return the countr~· to constitutional gov­
ernment. judging, aflcr long tl cliberntions, that this 
was what the common good of the people dcmamlcd a t 
the time. Implicit in the request waR th eir judgment 
that the prolongat ion of one-man rn lP would be un­
warranlPcl and th erefore immoral. 

1. 3. Statement in January, t!l75 (on participatio11 in 
referenda held wuler 11wrtial law): The statement 
was addressed to lhe people hut in reality it was an 
appeal to the President for the moral conduct of the 
referendum of February 27 of that year. The Bishops 
. asked in no uncertain terms that his government pro­
vide proper and stringent safeguards to ensure that 
the referendum would be a free expression of the 
people's opinions on thC' question~ propo ·e1I to them 
for consideration. 

] : .J. l ;nspuken Premises . Tli c, ,: urc. cvicl t' 11 lf.y, ,;O,nc 
·J1rc 111 isrs behind thc.,e 7H·o1w1111rc111 rn l. uf Ill e JJishop~. 
fl is no w th e tim e to co,ni to grips w it h those · I, r c­
,;,;~e~. in spel l th em 011 l in ,1 ,1cq11 i roc11 I /11,1g1wr.,e. ··· '- · 

2. PEOPLE PROBLEMS 

2. 1. Family. The family is the foumlation of an~· 
well-ordered society, but especially of Filipino society 
since we as a people are family-oriented to an exception­
al degree. 

This fo u,u/a tion of late i.~ beiny subtly - a ,1cl 11 0 / lou 
s11h l/y /If t.imes - cr o<lecl by yo.- c1111;1e11l 11rug ru111s of 
1,UJ11<lat i11n cu 11 t rul i ,i which / '1 1, 1n1 rn111011 11 t -i;allw p11t 
j 01·11 ·u rd. is ·,natv,·icd devclop ,11c11t tu I ll e dl't ri111tt 1!1 of° 
ut li e,· .•t, 011u ly F i/i pi ,10 ro/ 11 cs . 

1'1, ere p l'OfJl'lllll s u.,·c 11 iti<,,t ,:d /1 rr'/ l1e ,· i,1 / /,1,; ,,n.,s1u·c~ 
t hei r 1,ru1,1 oten; c.ra/ t•11 co 1111lc., t u 11cce11t 11,dhod,; 
<•/ cu 11 / ,-u,:r pf i,111 //wt 1111 c1 r1ai11 st Cul holic col/sci, ;1 c,·: 
l it // · is /,ft tu 1,e,·.,01111/ i.-t'l'do ,,, u,1,/ ch ni,·e. 

2. 2. Youth. Camps for youths, 1S ~-ear~ u[ age and 
under, have been started at Mt. Makiling, i\Iambukal 
(Negrus Oce.), Cebu City, and Calinan (Da vao City) . 
Provincial centers arc in the planning stage. Supposed­
ly · they :ire for the training of Kabatnan Barangar 
leader;;. i\Tost disturbing is the regimen followed in 
these camps, remini scent of Ililler·~ Y,1 uth ~foyemcnt 



of the ·aos aml the Reel Guards of China. Systema­
tic indoctrination in New Societ~, ideals but bordering 
on brain-was hing anrl leacling- to an undisguised per­
sonnlily cult of President i\larcos characterizes the 
training program of these camps. The harm done 
lo the su~ceptihle young cannot be overestimated. 

2. ;J, Lnhorers. Preside11tial Decree 8:!8 is a f /agra11t 
r iolatio11 of th e l!'<>rkers' rights lo strike for 11,orc just 
n ;/ urns 011 (/l(•ir /ubor. The revised decree, clcspile 
lit e 1111rported -clu111gcs, /caves th e l<rllorer.s where PD 
S.!J 11111 th em: co111pletc/y defc11 scless. Protest 
strikes ha re Il een taking place all over Ma11i/a amt 
ifs c111'irons .~incc lit e issuance of th e decree. But to 
110 arnil. Th e unjust legislation i.s still i.11 force a11cl 
lcrlio1· /c(l(/crs lct11g11ish i11 jail to he relcasccl 011 /y at f/t l') 
1dcas11re of th e !JOVen1mc11t for <r.~ /011g a.~ t.lw "Stat e of 
E111 ergr 11 cy'' las ts. 

2. ti. Farmers. Laud reform was solemnly proclaim­
ed a;; the New Society's leslstone of reform. Three 
and a half years have slipped by s ince that grandiose 
proclamation . Land reform is still by and large a 
paper accomplishment. In the national budget of 
1975, its implementing funds totalled a mere 
1'209,482,000 in contrast to the i\lilitary share ot 
1'2,849,202,000. 

ll'e 111111<t st<wd four-sq11arc for /nn cl reform: but it 
11111s/ be real; ii must be c/011 e w ith justice. Th e /rnlf­
hcnitecl cffol'l s of th e gorer11111 e11l ha ve bro11ght 011/y 
hitt en irss all(/ c011fusio 11 to th e r ural fo lk. The mas­
sil'e c/1•cc•ptio11 that i t lrns been so fur cmr 011/y spa1i·n 
great er problems i11 th e fut11re. 

2. 5. Squatters. The urban landless in Tondo anll 
other heavily populated areas of i\lanila and other 
cities are being forcibly ejected from their current 
dwelling- places, r elocated to areas far from their work 
and sources of li\'elihood, and little attempt, if any, 
is being made by the go\'ernment to meet them half 
way on their legitimate griernnces. If there are any 
r ea l efforts at solving problems of housing, these are 
secondary to the convenience of big bus iness, to the 
tourist trade, to the likes and dislike,; of the arbiters 
of national esthetics . 

2. G. Political Prisoners. People th row11 i11t.o jail th ese 
clay.~ on lit e ·merest s11sJJicion of s11h versio11 11ractica//y 
/rnvc 110 rights. Arbitrnry urrests are '11/Utched by 
arbitrn ry c/ele11tio11s. C/l((ryes nre seldom. /o c/.gecl 
1111ai11st dctai11ees or arc mcH/c only after 1011g months 
of impriso11111 111. Tortu re of 11l'iso11ers is not w1-
com111011. Th e sil11ation is 1mch that th e .~tockade re-
11rese11 /s, to th e ordi11ary Filipi110, martial /a w i11 'its 
mo11t i11lw111a11 aspect. 

2. 7. Students . Slate-control of schools is now such 
that educators have li tt le room fo r their exercise of 
initiati\'e and imagination. Private schools could well 
be mere memories in a few years. Not only curricula 
but mine emphnses as well are all prescribed down to 
the las t detail, from Manila. In this setting, the pri­
mordial ri1Iht of parents to see to the education of the ir 
children is preempted completely by the sta te. The 
real victims can only be the ~t ndenls . 

2. S. Uissidenls. The practice of granting amnesty 
to professed rebels who sunender is in glaring con­
trast to the treatment ·of political prisoners, nm!, for 
that matte1·, of common criminals. 

In th e troublecl areas of Ui11clmrcro, it is actually much 
111orc 11rofitable to com111it c1 crime of rcbc//io11 , sur­
render all(/, rcceh·c th e e111 0/1rn1 e11 ts of 1111111 esty, /Item 
to work 1<:itltin th e la w crt i111J1rovi11g one's life co11-
cl iU011 . 7'his perccrl ecl exercise of justice by the go i·­
e1w11c11/, creates u perr:erlecl se11 s<i uf j 11sticc a111011y 
th e people. 

2. 9. Cullural 1\linorilies . In the government's gar­
gantuan drive for economic development, the cultural 
minori ties' prior rights lo the land of their fathers 
are cast as ide as of no consequence - except in. a few 
ins tances where the minor ities have s tood up anct 
fought. 

Dei-e/op111e 11t cmwot be /11wwn all(l just if it 111 ca11 s 
depriving th e least of our ))t'OJl/c of th eil' /a nds with out 
th eir co 11se 11t and 'l!·i llwu t ,·eco111pc11sc co;11111e11 s11r11/e 
to /.heir loss. 

PANAi\ll ·, t he goYernmcnt agency direc tly respon­
sible fo r the welfare of cultural minorities, has o f 
late exhibited a s trange penchant for des troy ing, ra­
ther than s trengthening, the cultural fabric of t hese 
fo rgotten peoples. 

2. 10. Aliens. The unequal treatment of foreigners 
in our mids t is star tingly apparent to anyone who 
s tops and cons iders their predicament. Foreign in­
vestors and touris ts arc given all kinds of privileges 
for the money (it is ho)lecl) they bring to the country. 
i\lissionaries, on the other hand, a r e saddled with all 
manner of rest ri ctions amounting to pure h,u·assment, 
petty and large. The summary deportation of Fa­
thers Aless i and Cocquio is a prime example of the 
problem. Arc people who work for the things of the 
spirit dangerous - not those who b1·ing in material 
wealth (a11c/. uct rwlly encl 11/J spirit t11g it out of tir e 
couutry) ? 

3. ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF MARTIAL LAW. We 
have dwelt on the negative aspects of martial law, as 
t hey are felt by the people. Not all is unmitigated 
evi l, of cour se. There are positive accomplishments, 
too. But try as we may, we cannot come up with a 
correspond ingly long libm~, of such positive accom­
plishments . The following nre the only ones we can 
honestly cite: 

3. 1. Peace and Order. i\Iartial law has brought m 
a semblance, if not the reality, of discipline in some 
arens of t he country, notably in Manila and bigger 
cities. Firearms are not Rported around by private 
individuals, as in the pas t , and city s treets a rc safer 
for that reason - r elatively at least to pre-martial 
lnw days. Included in t his is the muzzling of warlords 
in t he provinces - by no means a smnll accomplish­
ment. 

3. 2. Infra- ·tructure Projects . Road-bu ilding nn<l im­
provement programs are being pushed through in a 
bus iness-like way in many parts of the country, True, 
many of these are geared to the touri st indus try, 
but the spin-off in benefits to t he people at large is 
quite sub tantial. 

:t :l. Naturalization of Aliens. The recent granting 
of Filipino citizenship to thousands of deserving fo­
reigners can be considerecl a positive act of govern­
ment. The comparatively easy granting of citizen­
ship to t hem does away wi t h a great dea l of r eel-tape 
and the shelling out of bribe money, general prac­
t ices under t he old burea ucracy. 

,J. WIDER PROBLEi\lS. More to th e point, /Iran 
th rsc clclialable aspects of ma rfial la w, arc oth er pro­
/,le111 s oj far-r eachin!J co11.seq11enres. 

.J. 1. Polilicnl Res tructuring. The President makes 
much of his claim that the powers he exercises are 
all sanctioned by the Constitution of t he Republic 
(a lth ough .;t is by 110 111 ea11s clear u;hich Cc111 slit11t1011, 
th e J.<JS!; or th e 1972 011e, is operati ve) . Yet tlicre 
is grave cloubt whether martial Jaw invoked for the 
reform of socie ty can be cons t i t u I ionally impose<! at 
all. 

Eut more i1nJ1or/,<111t tlta11 legal niceties , th e clrnstic 
centralization of crll volit ical power in the Prcsidc11t 
co1<plccl with the integration of all military a11d 110-
/ice forces mule,· 011 e central co111111a11d p11ts th e whole 
11atio1f 1111c/er th e effective con trol of one 111 a11 . What 
will be /Ir r consequences of this clerP/Op me11t for th e 
/11tw·e? 

4. 2. :\lilitarization. The old prim ary oligarch~· ha--' 
been diminished somewhat in import, nee althou~h they 
still wield enormous economic power. The secondary 
oligarchy, politicians and warlords , ha\'C faded from 
the scene likewise with the down-playing of p: ni,:,rn 
politics. 

But their fmrctio11 has been 1110,·e than ably taken 
oi:er by the 1nilitary; all(l th e vlague of corrnptio,1 
goes 0;1 unaba ted - i;iole11ce all(l terrorizi11g too, si.11cc 
t ir e military are the 011/y people /ice11secl to can Y 
a.rms. With the 11cw taste jor po zccr a11d zcealtlr uc­
quirecl by th e 111ilitary elite, will it be possible fo, · 
th e 11a t io;i to rcrcrt to t rn ly cir-ilian rule rd thi,1 our 
gwcrcrt io,r t 

.J. 3. The New Economic ·. If the ,:ycophantic mt:!­
dia are to be belie\'ed, the country has been cleci,:i\'ely 
and inevocably s teered on\\'ard on t he road of rap id 
economic development by the present government. 
Foreign investors are pouring into the country iu 
drove:;, spurrell on by the easy term; on proii lci re­
patriation offered t hem by the go,·ernment . 

Al th e sa111 c t ime hea vy borro1ci11g £s lit e fashio,1 vj 
eco110111ic solvency - loan af ter big /ua11 is beiily 11c ­

gotiatecl a11cl c<,11tractecl 1>mclica//y everyclay. ll'hat 
docs all th is 111 ea11 for lit e eco110111y of the coun t ry 
f iL'e, trn ·years /r c11ce? 

5. OUR CONCERN . . We must be deeply co11cer,1 n l 
Hbout th e repercussions of th e nell' political an<l cco­
uomic order 011 tir e /i res of our people, th e effect:< 
011 th eir 1110ml fib er. Arc th ese clcvelop 111 e11 t i; i11 th,; 
710/itica / cr.11(1 eco110111 i,; sphere.~ 9en11i11ely fol' t/1ci,· cu111 -
mo11 good? 

5. 1. The Concept of De\'elopment. E mcrgi11y from 
all th e go vcrn111 ent's efforts at buildi119 up a. 11c11· :;o­
rirt y is rr co11cept of tlcrrlo})111c11t rchicl, sltould lrn r !1 
us cold ·1citlt a11prrlt c11sio11. Despite all lit e rcas.<11r­
i11!J rh etoric, derelop 111c 11t in 11 clua/ p1a ct icc is dc­
fi11 ed. in sheerly eco110 111ic terms. Eco ;r omic c/ci:c/op-
111 e11t is th e N ell' SoC'iety'.< .s11prc111e ralu e. .-lll r/~t· , 
i11 alic,w ble ri!Jhl :< i11 r/11 dcd , u(c sccn,1dary tu i . 

5. 2. People Parlici11ation in Decision-:\Iakini:-. T he 
go,·ernment's faulty concept of de\'elopment can be 
changed - if the people \\'ere allowed a more o · iti \'C 
part in defining it. But as matters !'land, we arc f: st 
becoming a nation of sheep. Part icipation in deci­
s ions on what directions to take as a nation i · n i!, 
notwith ; tand ing the ,·ar i us in,lrum<'nt: itic5 cr .:-:,t~ll 



by the government for the purpose: Banmgay as­
semblies, referenda, the different levels of S1rngy1111i­
u11s . These are all attempts at giving the people a 
feeling of par t icipation, but deep doll'n in their guts 
t he people knoll' these are only sops. But fear - or 
pqssibly t he absence of an alternath·e leaclers hip -
pre1·en ts them from coming up ll'i th measures tha t 
cou lrl correct the present fa r te. 

ii . :I. Violence. The prevailing s itua t ion is essentia,­
ly one of violence : the imposition of one man's will 
on 40 million others. Violence breeds violence. Tht.. 
people ll' il l someclay awake to a realizat ion of their 
actual plight. \\ e fear the consequences of that 
a1,·akening. Already ll'e see signs of it f laring up 
sporaclically all over t he nat ion. We also sec that the 
l-(01·ernment is not r esponding to those signs in a cons­
t rnct iYe manner . Strategies a nll tactics of decept ion 
are i he order uf I he day. 

6. TOWJ\IWS ,\N OPTION. / / ll'c loo/; al lite 1w/I­
lic11I ,,i /110/ io11 of //tr' 110/iou. ,•·c cr11111ot /111 / fe 11 r for 
l(' /ta/ is IHl/!]Jl lli1l!J lo lit e s,iitit r,f 0/11' )WOJ)/(• 1)1l'­

cisc/!f l1ct'a11sr.: uf ·,uar/iu l lt11c - o,· wltrr/ 1•cc r 111wIc i t 
s/1<1 1,/r/ !JO by. l 'c,-I1aps llt1 lime fu, · ll'On/s i,; pusl. 
.\'oH· is //tr li111c fo r or·/io,1. / ;11/ wl, ut ocliu,1t 

G. 1. Political O11tions. There are a number of poli­
t ical options open to us as a people. The possibili t ies 
are m~•r iad aml the 1·ery r ichness of choices has per­
haps had n para ly ,dng effect on most of us. Rut 
th ree general options are open to us fo r considera t ion 
a nd act ion. 

G. I.]. Martial Law. We could go on with martial 
law, wa it ing pat ient ly for the government to delil'cr 
on its many mal,(11:tnimous promises ancl plans fo r 
reform. Wi th in t his structure we can \\'Ork to make 
the Barangay Assemblies, the referenda, the Si11Iur111.-
11ian fl11yan in all its fo rms, genu ine insl n1111entalit ies 
of governance. 

J:ut rl11i,1!1 so H'1J1tld /, c a rndica/ co,1lmdicli011 oj the 
to fr, I cr111/,-o/ //1((/ lit e 11n·suli yorc;-,I1111 ,11 1rn,ifs a111I 
ad willy c.rc ,-ci8c ~- I , 1 1111!1 cos,, si11cc I ii!' ulwrc-111c1,­
liH11c1I iu~/ l'i()//(' 11/ 11/i lic., <ll' l 1,1c,·c/y CO IISl( /111/ irc ,,,,. 
,l ies. is I/tis v1i/ir111 ,111 r,1,tii,11 rt/ 1ii/> 

G. 1. 2. Cons titutional Government. We could opt fo r 
a r eturn to constitutional government. The proposal 
t o convene the National Inter im Asscmbl~, is a s tep in 
t hat direct ion and should be given care ful thought 
by ma r tial law authorities. The problem of which 
Constitu t ion we arc under now is still unresolved. 
But techn icalities like this, serious thong-h they are, 
s houl<l not bog 11s down in futile dcbal r. i\lore import-

an t t han fine lcl,(a litics are the condition our people nre 
in and the many problems confronting them as a na­
t ion. Can these problems be better met unde1· a const i­
tutional government'! And would a return to such 
government necessarily mean a return to the old pat­
terns of oppression of pre-martial law days '? 

G. 1. :I. SuhYers ion. We could, finally, clecide for \'io­
lcncc anti subversion. Th is is, we fear, more and more 
the choice of many among our people, the young es­
pecially, who see no possibility that the p1·esently en­
trenched government is willing lo gi1·e up the privileges 
and spoils of usurped power in favor of the real be­
nefi t of the people. But is yiolence the answer ? Have 
we in truth exhausted all possibilities'! And wilJ the 
oyerthrow of t his l-(01·ernment not leacl to ;rnol her 
fo rm of totali ta ri an rn le no better , perhap~ e\' en worse, 
titan before? 

(; , ~- :'\c!'e,-,-:i r.1· l're-cunclilion: i, / the JH'Op/c In 
/,ell((/ ; /1 / tit, ,,11111/1, 1l1•1"irlc. 

G. ~- ] . The h;1,;j,- uf Our Proposal . l\'c /,1 l icrt i,1 
v11r ,,co,,le' .s p1,liti r.:a/ 111al11rity, i ;1 the i,· i1u111tc uuod 
.,e,I.~, ; /l'e u /.~(I /Jcli r•cc i ,1 tlteir riuht tu be lt c11rtl . lo 
s/l((rC io decisions of s/0/1•; a11d H'l' /,r/i, I'<; //,u/, tile 
basic eri/ of 11111,-/iu/ /urr 11s ii lws bcc11 cu ,11 /11cled s i111·1 · 
i fs i1111w,itio,1 i,; 111·ecisely th e dc,1iul tr,,,,, ,. 11eo,, lc of 
/ /11 ;,. riul,t t o /1<u·ficipa/ c i,1 tit, f11 ,- ,,.i,1y ,,j <lu·isit111s 
1/,u/ ,.,,,,.., ,·,1 / /, iir ,·,, u lir, •s. 

This rl ,•oirr/ i·,1 riffrr/ ,111,J.-1 ., 1/,1111 cn u /u,·es of /li e s /11/c , 
lu lie /orcilily c11s/. iuto 111olds U111 t th e stul c 1/iinl:s 
is /Jest for tlt c111, lo /J c coutroll ed and drirrn /Jy de­
ates untl luws ,n11dc 11:i l/wu/ /heir co11sc11I, tu lie ' 'dn-
1·r-lvwrl" i11/o a " ,\' r•1u Socicly" //r ut in essc,irc is 
/)(;s r tl OJI rioleH c1, 011 tlrcc}llir111 und 111r111iJ!lli11tio11 . '/'111~ 

i~ a ltiy!,'ly i111111nrnl s i/11nlioH . 

. G. 2. 2. The Free and Sovereign Will of th·e Peo11le­
' ·/ .ct th e 1JCOJ1 /e /Jc heard. Let /h em tler.:it/1·." If th is 
hearing, this deciding, has to come ahout hy a popular 
referendum, it could be done by a referendum- But 
thal referendum wilJ ha\'c to be genuinely free . ,\nd 
for it to be free, the safeguards that the Conference 
of Cath'olic Bis ho11s proposed for the cumluct of llw 
referendum of Febrnary 27, l!li5 s hould he adopted. 

11', J! m !/ 011,- lilt!, · r1<in •s ll'i/1 /,, _i11 i11(r/ l>/1 11/ ltr •,· /1//fr 
,-ow, ..... . . \, ,,//11!1,flur 1/1111 will J11 ru,11, ,, ~/,n ut ~( J'• , ,1!1 

fl .(l ll y h lo l,r ltcurd all ,. , c,· o,u t,ol!b/1,/ /1111</. 
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