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JURY TRIALS IN TT?

In one of its resolutions the recently concluded Judicial Conference in
Saipan endorsed, wisely or unwisely, & system of trizls by Jury in the
Trust Territory., The Conference was cautious enough to limit Its recom-
mendation to felony cases tried by the Court, and wise and practical
enough +to leave the implementation of such a system to’ the optiom of ecch
district, :

Proceedings of the Conference are as yet unavailable and it 1is not
knowm what objections, if any, were raised concerning jury trials in the
Trust Territory., For there are, indeed, several questions which couvld be
raised concerning the wisdam of jury systeme 1in some of the comunitiss in
the Trust Territory, For one thing, Micronesian family and clan ties ars,
generally speaking, extensive, At least they are in Palau., Commnities
are relatively small and almost everybody knows everybody else., These
factros would appear to make the selection of an impartisl jury an ex-
tremely difficult tesk in any trial.

A jury trial "is a proceeding in which the jurors are the judges of the
facts and the court is the judge of the law," To be able to Jjudge the
-

facts correctly and pass judgement justily, the Jjurors must be free of any
undue prejudice toward the accused,

hope, in any event, that our experts will have thomnugbly
= poimts before we adopt 2 jury system in the Trust Territory.
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The Ponope Recreation Last year the Palau Former director of
Agsociation has decided All- turo invaded Ponape the Office of Territo-
to send Ponapefls All- and walked away victorie ries Richard ¥, Taitano
Star baseball team ©o OLS. ﬁonﬁpe is report- has been named by L=
Palan sonctimes this edly detcfn;nad to bring terior Secretary tewart
year to take ﬁn,tne Palau the trophy back to Pona- I, Udall as the new Irusk
All-Stars according to pe this vmar. Jonathan  Territory Deputh = High .
Mareh . 13 “igsue of O, Emul, Palauls Com= Commissioner to replace
“Ponape-per.” munity Development Of- Jose A. Benitez accord=
4 . & 5 ficer, said herg that dng to a front‘page Fshadd
fonape's babebal% ied= Palau is determined to ticlie in the Morch 22
gue series %s reported keep the trophy. It dissues of "The Territow
to bfﬂgtgrtlng ___Soons  ghould prove to "be an  rial Sun" of Guam., ' The
The All~-Stars will be 4pt teresting metch when  article was written  byi
picked during the series the Ponape players come George Spencer of the
and will form the team 4o Palau Washington Bureau of the
to be sent to Palan, UGuam Daily News,"
Speculations here are Palau's own bescball
that the Ponapeans will series is already on the
come to Palau sometimes half way‘mark and will be
in July. Although th Finished either in wabe
date has not been of-
ficially confirmed, (Continued on page 3)
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