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Kupuna (Elder)

Hilda Akahane Keanaaina

La Hanau (Birthdate)

May 21, 1926

La Hala (Death date)

January 29, 2011

Wahi Hanau (Birthplace)

Holualoa, Kona, Hawai‘i Island

Na Makahiki
(Interview years)

2006

Pilina Ulana
(HPS Notes/Commentary)

Uncle George Naope told us of his friend from Kailua-Kona that we needed to meet,
because she was also a student of two late great Kumu in his life, Lokalia Montgomery
and Tolani Luahine. So began HPS’s journey with Auntie Hilda. She was soft-spoken and
reserved, and had never done these HPS kind of interviews or panel discussions before.
Through encouragement from Uncle George, she participated in two public panels hosted
by HPS at the 2005 and 2007 lolani Luahine Festivals in Kona, back when it was run by
Uncle and Kumu Iwalani Kalima. We were also able to sit with Auntie for oral history
sessions, as well. We treasured the opportunity to hear about Auntie Hilda‘s hula life as a
Palace Dancer with Lokalia Montgomery and lolani Luahine during the years they were
each curators at Hulihe‘e Palace in Kailua-Kona. We feel extremely privileged to have
met and had time with this humble woman who deeply embodied her one hanau
(birthplace).

Na Kikoho‘e Pili
(Related Digital Materials)

- Photographs & Transcripts from interview sessions

- Video/ Photos from 2 lolani Luahine Festivals in Kona (panel discussions &
performances) (2005, 2006).

Na Loina Ho‘ohana
(Access & Use)

» This Finding Aid is a guide for interviews in the HPS Oral History Library; Each
document may contain multiple interview sessions with multiple tapes for each
session.

A\

Detailed keywords & topics are listed in the order they occurred in the conversation

» |In the “Na Hua ‘olelo (Detailed keywords & topics) ” field, items in parentheses
following the term are meant to clarify its meaning and/or context

» HPS does not include Hawaiian diacritical markings in peoples’ names, mele titles,
or commercial names/locations that do not historically use them (i.e. Halekulani
Hotel)

» For questions regarding materials referenced herein, and/or Access & Use of
content, please contact archive@hulapreservation.org or call (808) 247-9440

» If you have knowledge of any corrections that need to be made, please contact us —
we appreciate your kokua
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Helu Wikio (Tape #)

HPS 0707

La (Interview Date)

May 18, 2006

Wahi (Location)

Kona, Hawai‘i Island

Kanaka Ninauele
(Interviewer(s))

Maile Loo

Na Kumuhana
(Broad subjects)

Names of People, Places, Hula Implements, Hula Training, Hula Motivation, Family
Spouse/Children, General Conversation, Hula Steps/Terminology, Military, Hula Opinions,
Hawaiian Culture, Hula Costume/Attire/Adornments, Reference Song, Family Members,
Family Locations

Na Hua‘olelo
(Detailed keywords
& topics)

Merrie Monarch Festival, Kona Inn (locale), Tolani Luahine (HAK’s kumu hula), Lokalia
Montgomery (HAK’s kumu hula), Kapahulu (O‘ahu), Maiki Aiu Lake (kumu hula), Hulihe‘e
Palace, pa‘i, ipu (instrument), drum (instrument), ipu heke (instrument), hula ‘chelo/ ‘ohelo/
ohelo, Ulei Pahu I Ka Moku (hula), pahu/ pa‘t/ pa‘u (skirt), David Chung, Kanani Chung
(David Chung's mama), ‘6kolehao, Holualoa (Hawai‘i), ‘uehe/ uehe/ ‘uwehe/ uwehe (hula step),
ni‘au broom, Joseph Ilalaole (kumu hula), Tom Hiona (kumu hula), kumu hula, hula kahiko,
‘aiha‘a, kikala, ‘iha, hula ‘auana/ auana/ ‘auwana/ auwana, Japan, hula ma‘i, Queen Kalama,
Lahaina/ Lahaina, Maui, Mama Fuji (Mary Kekuewa Kanaele Fujii; kumu hula), Edith
Kanakaole (kumu hula), Hilo, Ka‘@i, Brigham Young University-Provo, Maori (a Maori mele),
Tahitian (a Tahitian song), Samoan (a Samoan song), kihei/ kihei, Kaulilua (hula), chant/
chants/ chanting/ chanters, ‘ami/ ami (hula step), Hilo Hattie (Kona), Honokohau (Hawai‘i),
Pearl Harbor, S.S. Humuula (ship), Hualalai (ship), Haleakala (ship), S.S. Waialeale (ship),
Emily Akahane (HAK’s mother), manuahi (illegitimate child), Mokuaikaua Church, David
Alawa (composer), Honolulu, O‘ahu, Ruby McDonald (HAK’s daughter), Office of Hawaiian
Affairs, “ulu poi, taro poi, halau/ halau, Sally Lyons (entertainer), Joseph Kahaulelio (kumu
hula), Arlene Hartman, Grace Basque, Hoakalei Kamauu (kumu hula), The Palace Dancers
(Hulihe‘e Palace), kiipuna/ kupuna

Helu Wikio (Tape #)

HPS 0709

La (Interview Date)

May 18, 2006

Wahi (Location)

Kona, Hawai‘i Island

Kanaka Ninauele
(Interviewer(s)

Maile Loo

Na Kumuhana
(Broad subjects)

Hawaiian Culture, Places, Names of People, Hula Opinions, Hula Steps/Terminology, Hula
Training, Reference Chant, Hula Costume/Attire/Adornments, Reference Song, Family
Members

Na Hua‘olelo
(Detailed keywords
& topics)

ali‘i, kumu hula, Etua Lopes (kumu hula), Iolani Luahine (HAK’s kumu hula), Napo‘opo‘o,
Honolulu, Jay Jay Akiona (kumu hula), halau/ halau, hukihuki, Merrie Monarch Festival,
Lokalia Montgomery (HAK’s kumu hula), Hoopuka E Ka La (hula), pahu/ pa“a/ pa‘u (skirt),
maile, lei, kiipe‘e/ kupe‘e, palapalai, hula kahiko, kuahu, Kilauea, Aloha Week/ Aloha Festivals,
Mauna ‘Ala, Halema‘uma“u, Uhu (Iolani Luahine‘s car), hala lei, Dance of the Seven Veils,
George Naope (kumu hula), pahu (instrument), Hilo Civic Auditorium, Mary Kawena Pukui
(kumu hula), Tom Hiona (kumu hula), Henry Pa (kumu hula), Ka Nani Ao Kau (song by
George Naope), Volcano, Saddle Road (Hawai‘i), Nani Loa Hotel, Mama Fuji (Mary Kekuewa
Kanaele Fujii; kumu hula), Beamer ‘Ohana, Magoon ‘Ohana, Naope ‘Ohana, Desha ‘Ohana,
George Louis Naope (George Naope‘s uncle), Hilo, Pa‘auilo (Hawai‘i Island), Ka‘tiptlehu
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(Hawai‘i Island), Tutu Pele, the pit (Volcano), pta‘olo, Kamaki Kanahele (traditional healer/
priest), kahea/ kahea, rituals, Kona, Kona Village, Mauna Lani, Mauna Kea Beach Hotel, Mayor
Herbert Matayoshi, Hulihe‘e Palace, ‘ailolo/ ailolo, He Mai No lolani (hula)

Helu Wikio (Tape #)

HPS 0711

La (Interview Date)

May 18, 2006

Wahi (Location)

Kona, Hawai‘i Island

Kanaka Ninauele
(Interviewer(s)

Maile Loo

Na Kumuhana
(Broad subjects)

B-Roll, Hula Steps/Terminology, Hula Opinions, Names of People, Places, Hula Training,
Hula/Music Performance

Na Hua‘olelo
(Detailed keywords
& topics)

‘oniu/ ‘oniu/ oniu (hula step), lewa (hula step), hula kahiko, ‘ami/ami, kaholo/kaholo, ‘uehe/
uehe/ ‘uwehe/ uwehe (hula step), 6/ o (hula step), kawelu/ kawelu (hula step), hula ‘ala‘apapa/
‘ala‘apapa, ‘Olapa/ ‘olapa/ olapa, hula ‘auana/ auana/ ‘auwana/ auwana, Kona, lolani Luahine
(HAK’s kumu hula), Merrie Monarch Festival, Kona Lagoon Hotel, Hoakalei Kamauu (kumu
hula), The Palace Dancers (Hulihe‘e Palace), Kaulilua (hula), Governor George Ariyoshi, James
Kahea Beckley (caretaker of Hulihe‘e Palace), Aloha Airlines, Keauhou Beach Hotel, Lokalia
Montgomery (HAK’s kumu hula), Honaunau, Aloha Week/ Aloha Festivals, Volcano House
(locale), Edith Kanakaole (kumu hula), Tom Hiona (kumu hula), Francis Haar (photographer),
Etua Lopes (kumu hula)

Helu Wikio (Tape #)

HPS 0752

La (Interview Date)

August 24, 2006

Wahi (Location)

Kona, Hawai‘i Island

Kanaka Ninauele
(Interviewer(s)

Maile Loo

Na Kumuhana
(Broad subjects)

B-Roll, Family Members, Hula Steps/Terminology, Names of People, Family Lifestyle, Places,
Family Childhood (non-hula), Hula Training, Hula/Music Professional Experiences, Hula
Motivation, Family, Hula Costume/Attire/Adornments, Hula Implements

Na Hua‘olelo
(Detailed keywords
& topics)

Kanani Chung, roll the ‘opt, ‘ami/ ami (hula step), Merrie Monarch Festival, halau/ halau, ali‘i,
protocol/ protocols, Kalua (hula), Kona Inn, chant/ chants/ chanting/ chanters, Holualoa
(Hawai‘i), Lokalia Montgomery (HAK’s kumu hula), lolani Luahine (HAK’s kumu hula),
Volcano, Waikoloa (Hawai‘i Island), Ka‘tpiilehu (Hawai‘i Island), Kailua Pier (locale), hula
kahiko, ka‘eke‘eke/ ka‘eke‘eke (instrument), Moloka‘i, Moloka‘i Inn, Maunaloa (hula), Manu
Oo (hula), Tom Kamaki Leslie (comedian/ musician), Hulihe ‘e Palace, Kamehameha Housing,
Grace Guslander (landowner), white owl, Seattle, Etua Lopes (kumu hula), George Naope
Festival, Hilo, Maui, pahu/ pa‘a/ pa‘u (skirt), Hoakalei Kamauu (kumu hula), hula ‘auana/
auana/ ‘auwana/ auwana, Lei Collins (curator of Hulihe‘e Palace), Kaulilua (hula), sarong,
Sammy Baiborn, ki/ ti/ ti leaf skirt/ 121 skirt, ki/ ti/ ti leaf lei/ lei 1a°1, palapalai, Pua (Julia)
Yonemura (hula dancer), plumeria, Kailua (Hawai‘i Island), Timothy Montgomery (Lokalia's
husband), Bulla Kailiwai (musician), kala‘au/ kala‘au (implement), pa‘ili/ pu‘ili (implement),
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‘ailolo/ ailolo, hula ‘Ghelo, Queenie Ventura Dowsett (hula dancer), ‘aiha‘a, kawelu/ kawelu
(hula step), Jay Jay Akiona (kumu hula)

Helu Wikio (Tape #)

HPS 0753

La (Interview Date)

August 24, 2006

Wahi (Location)

Kona, Hawai‘i Island

Kanaka Ninauele
(Interviewer(s)

Maile Loo

Na Kumuhana
(Broad subjects)

B-Roll, Names of People, Hula Implements, Hula Steps/Terminology, Places, Hula Training,
Family Members, Reference Song, Hula Opinions, Hula Advice, Tourist Industry

Na Hua‘olelo
(Detailed keywords
& topics)

Lokalia Montgomery (HAK’s kumu hula), Tolani Luahine (HAK’s kumu hula), Jay Jay Akiona
(kumu hula), pa‘i the ipu, drum, Tahiti, Konawaena High School, Mary Jane Kahanamoku
(educator), Kona Inn Show, Hulihe‘e Palace, W. Dudley Child Jr. (kona Inn owner), ‘alili/
“ulili/ ulili (implement), Kanani Chung, la‘amia/ laamia, oli, Moloka‘i, “uli‘uli/ ‘uli‘uli /uliuli
(implement), tootsy-wootsy (liquor), Kona, pahu/ pa‘t/ pa‘u (skirt), lei, palapalai, ki/ ti/ ti leaf
lei/ lei 1a°1, tableau, Hale Halawai - Department of Parks and Recreation, E Nihi Ka Hele (hula),
drumming, ‘Gniki/ ‘uniki/ uniki (hula steo), ‘ailolo/ ailolo, Volcano, gin, The Palace Dancers
(Hulihe‘e Palace), Mele Kunewa Kekai, Konawaena Elementary School, hula kahiko, kumu
hula, hula ‘auana/ auana/ ‘auwana/ auwana, George Naope (kumu hula), John Kaimikaua (kumu
hula), Merrie Monarch Festival, protocol/ protocols, promotion, Hawaii Visitor‘s Bureau,
Laimana (song by Lei Collins), David Waahila, Las Vegas, Nevada, Kaui Zuttermeister (kumu
hula), Dottie Thompson (co-founder of Merrie Monarch Festival), California, Etua Lopes (kumu
hula), Sonny Ching (kumu hula), Nauru (Micronesia), O‘ahu, pa/ pu, West Hawaii Today
(newspaper), Hoakalei Kamauu (kumu hula), Napo‘opo‘o, Ulaleo (name of Aunty Io's car),
Aunty l0’s spears, kahili/ kahili, Bulla Kailiwai (musician), Uhu and Poli (names of Aunty lo’s
cars), Hilo, halau/ halau, Bishop Museum (locale), Tip Davis (director/ filmmaker)

Helu Wikio (Tape #)

HPS 0754

La (Interview Date)

August 24, 2006

Wahi (Location)

Kona, Hawai‘i Island

Kanaka Ninauele
(Interviewer(s)

Maile Loo

Na Kumuhana
(Broad subjects)

B-Roll, Names of People, Places, Family Members, Hula Training, Hula Steps/Terminology,
Family Childhood (non-hula)

Na Hua‘olelo
(Detailed keywords
& topics)

Jay Jay Akiona (kumu hula), Kona, Palisades (Hawai‘i Island), West Hawai‘i Today
(newspaper), Kamakaokauilaokalani (Auntie Hilda's Hawaiian name), VVolcano, Aloha
Week/Aloha Festivals, protocol/protocols, Mauna Kea Beach Hotel, Governor George Ariyoshi,
Mayor Herbert Matayoshi, ali‘i, Etua Lopes (kumu hula), George Naope (kumu hula), Lokalia
Montgomery (HAK’s kumu hula), Iolani Luahine (HAK’s kumu hula), basics
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